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Urban smog 
kills 24,000 
Britons 
every year 


Pollution caused mainly by traffic 
fumes kills up to 14,000 people 
prematurely each year. 

Jeremy Lau ranee. Health Editor, 
examines the findings of an 
official report which will increase 
the pressure on the Government 
to cut car use. 


When the smog hangs heavy in the city it 
is poisoning the population that breathes 
it. The first report to measure the effects 
of air pollution in Britain concludes that 
its immediate effect is to hasten the 
deaths of between 12,000 and 24,000 vul- 
nerable people and to trigger up to 24.000 
hospital admissions each year. 

This is certain to be an underestimate, 
because the report does not take account 
of the long-term effects of bring in polluted 
cities. That is to be the subject of a fur- 
ther study. 

The findings, by the Committee on 
Medical Effects of Air Pollutants, a gov- 
ernment advisory body, indicate a more se- 
rious problem than expected. Launching 
the document yesterday, Frank Dobson, 
the Secretary of State for Health, flanked 
by Michael Meacher. the Environment 
Minister, and Sir Kenneth Caiman, the 
Chief Medical Officer, sai± “This report 
dearly confirms that air pollution damages 
health.** 

The findings triggered immediate de- 
mands for a cut in road traffic. The British 
Medical Association warned: “The grim 
reaper comes earfy an days of heavy air pol- 
lution.” Friends of the Earth said the deaths 
figure was “extremely alarming*' and the 
British Lung Foundation described it as 
“very serious.” 

Professor Stephen Holgate, chairman 
of the committee, said he bad been sur- 
prised by the size of the effect Speaking 
after the launch, he said that although the 
worst effects of pollution were on those 
who were frail, elderly or sick, there was 
growing evidence that healthy individuals 
were affected, too. 

“Respiratory infections are getting 
worse. Air pollution reduces the capacity 


of the lung to combat viruses and possi- 
bly bacteria. Whether this is because of air 
pollution outside or inside the home 
needs to be sorted out,” he said. 

Sir Kenneth Caiman sought to reduce 
alarm by emphasising that it was people 
who were already seriously III with chron- 
ic respiratory disease who were most at risk. 
“They are not dying because of air pollu- 
tion, they are dying because the contri- 
bution of air pollution to their ill health 
tips the balance.” 

He said they were not necessarily ex- 
tra deaths or hospital admissions but ones 
that had been “brought forward", in some 
cases by a few days, but in other cases by 
a “somewhat longer period.” He compared 
the effect with that of the cold in winter, 
which is linked with 30,000 extra deaths be- 
tween October and March. 

Mr Meacher said the findings contained 
a “major lesson” for transport A white pa- 
per win set out proposals to reduce car use 
and technical measures to cut pollution. 
The AA. the motoring organisation, said 
drivers should not be made scapegoats for 
poor air quality and claimed that toxic ex- 
haust gases were down 22 per cent com- 
pared with 1992. 

The report Quantification of the Effects 
of Air Pollution on Health in the UK, says 
pollution has three effects: many chemi- 
cals. such as sulphur dioxide and ozone, 
act as irritants to the bronchial tubes of the 
lung. Some, such as nitrogen dioxide and 
ozone, release substances that damage the 
lung lining. Together these cause inflam- 
mation, irritation and make the lung less 
efficient at fighting infection. 

Particulates, the tiny particles pro- 
duced mainly by the bur nin g of diesel fuel, 
are the most dangerous. The smallest, 
known as PMlOs, are drawn deep into the 
lungs where they are absorbed, causing 
damage to tissue as they are processed. 
They can trigger blood clots. 

Professor Jon Ayres, a member of the 
committee, said it was likely that pollution 
had long-term effects on health but these 
remained to be proved. “What we would 
like to know is if you live in a town like 
London all your life, is it significantly short- 
ened compared with living in a rural area. 
That is the big question.” 



Display of fury: Mount Etna spewing out molten lava above the city of Catania in Sicily 
yesterday. Earthquakes rattling the volcano have raised fears that a true eruption is 
imminent - the last major one was six years ago Photograph: Fabrtzlo Vilia/AP 


President Blair trumps Brown on welfare 


Ministers expressed 
astonishment yesterday 
at allegations that 
Gordon Brown wants to 
curb child benefit for the 
better-off- in defiance 
of a Labour manifesto 
pledge. Anthony Bevins , 
Political Editor, reports 
that it will fuel No 10 
suspicion about the 
Chancellor'S ambitions, 
and analyses the edgy 
relationship between the 
Downing Street 
neighbours. 

Tony Blair is expected by Cab- 
inet colleagues to use his new 
Cabinet committee on welfare 
reform to assert his authority 
over the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer - who has told friends 
that he is “Prime Minister” to 
the Blair “presidency”. 

The real Prime Minister, 
who returned to Britain from 
Tokyo last night, b to open a na- 
tional campaign for welfare 
reform in the Midlands to- 

morrow night. 

In a rare in-depth Cabinet 
discussion of a sin^e issue be- 
fore Christmas - a reaction to 
the shock Commons revolt 
over the cut in lone parents' 
benefits - it was decided that 
Mr Blair should chair a new 



Head on: The Prime Minister (left) and his Chancellor may not see eye to eye on welfare 


committee on welfare reform, 
to give coherence to a policy 
that was in danger of develop- 
ing piecemeal. 

Some Cabinet colleagues 
saw that as a direct slap-down 
for Mr Brown, who was the mo- 
tive force behind the curbs on 
lone parent benefit, introduced 
by Harriet Harman, Secretary 
of State for Social Security. 

But there was dismay yes- 
terday that, for the second time 
in a month, well-informed 


“Treasury sources” had floated 
qipofigti nns that Mr Brown was 
planning to tax child benefit, 
along with a revival of contro- 
versial plans to remove Lhe 
benefit for 16 to 18-year-oids in 
full-time schooling. 

One report said the taxation 
of child benefit, “a move Lhat 
could be announced as early as 
the March Budget", could 
mean better-off mothers losing 
more than £1 ,000 a year. 

The manifesto says: “We 


are committed to retain uni- 
versal child benefit where it is 
universal today - from birth to 
age 16 - and to uprate it at least 
in line with prices." Taxation, 
even for lhe better-off. would 
be a clear breach of that pledge. 

The Treasury-inspired re- 
ports. described by one minis- 
ter as unhelpful mischief- 
making. come on top of last 
week's disclosures that Mr 
Brown believed Mr Blair had be- 
trayed a personal pact to stand 


aside in any leadership contest. 

Mr Blair told BBC televi- 
sion's Breakfast with Frost on 
Sunday that there was no secret 
pact, and sources dose to the 
Prime Minister said it was non- 
sense to suggest that he could 
have beaten Mr Blair in the 1994 
contest to succeed John Smith. 

A source close to the Chan- 
cellor yesterday protested that 
paranoia was so great over Mr 
Brtiwn’s alleged campaign to in- 
crease his party power-base 
that iximplaints had been made 
about the number of meetings 
he was holding with MPs. 

However, The Independent 
has been told lhat after one 
No 1 1 party for MPs. a dissident 
backbencher had thanked Mr 
Brown for a wonderful party, 
to which the Chancellor had 
replied: “The Labour Party? 
Yes. it was a wonderful party, 
wasn't it?’’ 

Mr Blair said on Sunday that 
M r Brown was one of his “dos- 
est. closest friends", and if 
people were hoping that the 
Tory history of prime ministers 
falling out with their chancel- 
lors? was going to be repeated, 
thev were in for a disappoint- 


ment Nevertheless, it is known 
that Mr Blair has on a number 
of occasions imposed his will 
upon the Chancellor. 

He vetoed Mr Brown's pre- 
election demand for a new 
higher top rate of income lax; 
he blocked a manifesto com- 
mitment to abolish child ben- 
efit for the over-16 school 
children and he insisted that Mr 
Brown should make a Com- 
mons statement ruling out 
membership of the European 
single currency before the next 
election. 

One of the Cabinet-level 
complaints made about Mr 
Brown is that he runs economic 
policy far too close to his chest 
There were real fears that he 
was exerting the same close 
control over welfare reform. 

Now that Mr Blair has de- 
cided to put the issue on the 
cabinet table - open for gen- 
uine debate and discussion, 
with a public input from his 
round-Britain tour - Minis- 
ters will not hesitate to side with 
him against the Chancellor, 
who has few Cabinet friends 
and a number of powerful 
enemies. 
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TODAY'S NEWS 


Ulster talks backed 

The Northern Ireland political talks surmounted another 
significant hurdle when all parties agreed to use Monday’s 
London-Dublin document as a basis for negotiation. But 
Sinn Fein made it dear that this did not imply approval of 
its contents. Page 4 

More time for three Rs 

The Government pressed ahead with its campaign to boost 
the basics in education by making more room in the pri- 
mary school day for the three Rs. Schools are to be per- 
mitted to spend less time on some compulsory subjects - 
like history, geography and design and technology. Page 5 

Docklands bomb trial 

It was “little short of a miracle” lhat an enormous lorry 
bomb claimed only two lives when it exploded at Canary 
Wharf in London Docklands, an Old Bailey jury was told. 
Two men from Northern Ireland men deny conspiring to 
cause the explosion. Page 9 

High cost of Tony’s VIPs 

Tony Blair’s government makes more use of Heathrow 
Airport’s VIP facilities than its Tory predecessor did, it 
emerged last night. The cost of suites mounted to £J.6m 
in the seven months from May. Page 6 


If you sponsor Shomita, 





no one will have to 
sponsor her children 
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COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 


Parma drama brings a 
slice of life to court 


Italian Parma ham, the most expensive product to come from a pig. was 
at the centre of a High Court battle yesterday over the vexed question of 
whether the traditional antipasto may legitimately be sliced in Wiltshire. 

The Parma Ham Consortium, which represents Italian producers, is 
seeking an injunction to prevent the Asda supermarket chain from sell- 
ing its cut-price meal, on the grounds that is sliced and packaged in Chip- 
penham rather than in its Italian area of origin. 

According to Italian law, the ham must be fully prepared for sale in 
the Parma region, a narrow area of northern Italy between the Taro and 
Baganza rivers, under the supervision of the Parma Ham Consortium. 

Lawyers for Asda, though, argued that since the law had not been in- 
corporated into EU legislation, it was not enforceable in Britain. The re- 
tailer described the case as a “barmy High Court Parma drama'’. 

Deputy Judge Lawrence Collins QC was told that the supermarket, 
which undercuts its nearest rival by 78p per gram, imports legs of ham 
which have been produced from Parma pigs according to the traditional 
method, by Fiorricci, one of the largest companies and a member of the 
Consortium. 

The only difference between Asda's product and that of other British 
retailers was that it was prepared for sale here after being imported from 
Italy, the court heard. 

Steven rain, the company's marketing director, said: “To suggest that 
this ham is inferior because it is sliced and packed in the UK must be a 
joke. Whether we slice our ham in Parma, Preston, Peterborough or Perth 
is completely irrelevant." 

Mr Cain said the Consortium's argument amounted to saying that Scot- 
tish beef ceased to be Scottish if it was sliced in Southampton, or that the 
origin of Jersey potatoes altered if they were boiled in Blackpool. 

Parma ham, which has a distinctive sweet taste, comes from pigs bred 





On the hoof: But is Asda’s ham the genuine article? 


in the area where Parmesan cheese was originally produced. They are fed 
mainly on whey. 

The case, which continues today, is the latest in which legal action has 
been taken to protect the production methods or names of gastronomic 
delicacies. 

Last year, the Scotch Whisky Association sued a distillery on the Isle 
of Man. claiming that the liquor it produced — called Manx Whisky - was 
not the genuine article because it was colourless, an effect achieved by 
distilling it after it had matured. 

The Scotch whisky industry has also taken action against producers in 
Japan, Taiwan and France, anxious to protect a name that is worth £23bn 
a year in exports. 

In Spain, a series of lawsuits has led to a strict definition of exactly who 
can give the name sherry to their fortified wine. 

Producers ‘in the Champagne region of France, meanwhile, have suc- 
cessfully prevented makers of spariding wines from using the word cham- 
pagne on their labels. It has launched more than 60 actions in England alone. 

Even a Surrey vineyard that made non-alcoholic elderflower “cham- 
pagne'', 3 traditional country drink, felt the wrath of the mighty French 
industry, which took the family firm all the way to the Court of Appeal 
before securing victory. 

A couple of years ago. Coca-Cola forced Sainsbuiy’s to change the la- 
belling on its own-brand cola, on the grounds that it was too similar to 
the original Sainsbuiy’s also bowed to pressure to change the appearance 
of its own-brand Full Roast coffee jars after complaints from Nestlt* about 
their similarity to Nescafe. 

Tesco. too, has been the subject of complaints, from Kellogg's about 
the supermarket's similarly-packaged own-label cornflakes and about a 
low-fat spread called Unbelievable, which it brought out after Unilever 
launched a new spread called I Can't Believe It's Not Butter. 

There was heated discussion in 1991 about whether the Jaffa Cake should 
more properly be classified as a biscuit. Customs and Excise officers took 
the manufacturers. United Biscuits, to court, arguing that, as a biscuit, 
the Jaffa Cake should attract VAX But the judge said he was not convinced 
that i( was not a cake, so it continues to be zero-rated. — Kathy Marks 
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Shirley Bassey: Admitted pushing her long-serving aide in South African hotel room 


Shirley Bassey accused of anti-Semitic remark 


Singer Shirley Bassey slapped and insulted her per- 
sonal assistant during a row in a hotel room, a court 
heard yesterday. Hilary Levy. 44. who had worked 
for the singer for 15 years, claimed she was sacked 
by Miss Bassey after a dispute over working hours. 

Miss Levy told Brentford County Court, west Lon- 
don. that an angry Miss Bassey hit her on the back 
and called her a “Jewish bitch" after consuming “ a 
fair amount of champagne". Miss Levy, of Mill Hill, 
north London, said had been asking for a few hours 
off the next day, following a late-night dinner, when 
the argument broke out at a hotel in Cape Town. 
South Africa, on 10 December, 1993. 

Dressed in chocolate-coloured fur hat and match- 
ing coat. Miss Bassey, represented by Mr Philip 
Kolvin. sat in court listening to the evidence. 

Miss Levy is suing Miss Bassey for breach of con- 
tract and claiming a balance of £7,650 for earnings 
she lost during a tour of the Far East. 

Miss Bassey denied hitting Miss Levy - although 
she admitted pushing her during the argument. The 
star, who lives in Monte Carlo, also denied sacking 
Miss Levy and calling her a “bitch". 


She told the court she was angry after Miss Levy 
slammed her bedroom door in the hoteL 

“1 went after her into her bedroom. 1 was point- 
ing my finger at her, saying ‘Don't you dare slam the 
door in my face again'," Miss Bassey told the court 
Asked whether she hit Miss Levy, she said: “No, 
1 was waving my finger at her and was amazed when 
she said ‘Do not hit me*. She was hysterical, she was 
screaming ... she had been acting strange all evening. 
I wanted to know why she was so angry." 

Miss Bassey then admitted she had pushed Miss 
Levy. She said: “I pushed her here [pointing to her 
left shoulder]. I did not slap her™ I pushed her." 

The singer claimed she had smiled as she left the 
room, and said: “As I walked out I said ‘You are a 
spoilt Jewish princess'. I certainly did not call her a 
bitch, 1 do not use words like that" 

Miss Bassey added that the word “princess" was 
a showbusiness term for someone acting as a prima 
donna, and said she bad been called that herself. 

She strongly denied it was an anti-Semitic com- 
ment and said she bad lots of Jewish friends and as- 
sociates. 


Graca Machei says she won’t marry Mandela 


In a rare interview Graca Machei, 
President Nelson Mandela’s “girl- 
friend", yesterday dashed the 
hopes of romantics all over the 
world. Despite persistent rumours, 
she would not, she said, be mar- 
rying President Mandela, even 
though people - including Arch- 
bishop Desmond Tutu - claimed 
they were setting a bad example. 

But the disappointment for 
those who like a happy ending was 
tempered by Mrs MacheJ’s public 
declaration of love. It was in 
marked contrast to her initial coy- 
ness Mien their relationship be- 
came public just over a year ago, 
after the president divorced his sec- 
ond wife, Winnie. 

“I think we are okay like this," 
she said, blushing, in an interview 



in the Johannesburg Star. “I know 
many people are concerned that 
we are sending the wrong message 
to young people. But we are two 
grown-up people who love each 
other.” 


Mis Machei, 52, touchingly 
describes the gulf between the 
myth and reality of Mandela. The 
man with ihe tough public face she 
said had been her hero. But she fell 
in love with a man who was real- 
ly “simple, bumble and soft." 

During separations the couple 
phone each other every day. Mrs 
Machei is looking forward to Man- 
dela 's retirement as president in 
1999. “He never had a normal fam- 
ily life," she says. “I want to help 
him do all the things he loves as a 
human being and not what he is 
expected to do.” 

“You see. we don’t have so 
much time ahead of us so we try 
to spend as much as we can to- 
gether." 

— Mary Braid, Johannesburg 


Branagh goes sci-fi with Dean gives feuding 
‘Trainspotting’ team Lincoln a fresh start 


Kenneth Branagh is on the point of signing up to star 
in the latest film by the Trainspotting trio of director 
Danny Boyle, producer Andrew Macdonald and writer 
John Hodge. 

Branagh is set to star in. Alien Lave Triangle, a sci- 
fi comedy filmed in three parts that starts shooting 
at Elstree Studios in February. The segment filmed 
by Bpyie and friends will tell the tale of a man who 
discovers that his wife is in fact a male from anoth- 
er planet. 

The film is being produced by Miramax, the art- 
house subsidiary of Disney, which set up its own UK 
studio last year under the former head of Channel 
4 films, David Au Ian. 

Alien Love Triangle will be shot in three separate 
pieces by different directing and writing teams in a 
similar way to the Eighties film New York Stories which 
was made in different parts by directors including 
Woody Allen and Martin Scorsese. The other two 
directing and writing teams are yet to be confirmed. 

Branagh will also star in the new Robert AlLman 
film. The Gingerbread Man, which has been written 
by John Grisham and will be released in the UK in 
June. — Paul McCann, Media Correspondent 


A new Dean of Lincoln was appointed yesterday with 
the brief of “drawing a line" under a decade of con- 
troversy at the city’s cathedral. 

The Venerable Alexander Knight, currently 
Archdeacon of Basingstoke and Canon Residentiary 
of Winchester Cathedral, said be was “aware of the 
past" but was going to “look to the future”. 

The cathedral's recent history did not deter him. 
“I am a team player and I hope to use my experi- 
ence to establish good relations between the cathe- 
dral and the diocese. That is what we must work at” 
Last October the Very Rev Brandon Jackson re- 
signed following a bitter feud with the cathedral's 
Sub-Dean, Canon Rex Davis. Canon Davis is still 
in post, but was in Australia for a famil y funeral yes- 
terday when the announcement was made. Trouble 
between the two men began in the late 1980s. Dr 
Jackson was later accused of sexual harassment by 
a female verger, but acquitted by a church court. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George 
Carey, intervened last year, urging both Dr Jackson 
and Canon Davis to resign. The deadlock was bro- 
ken in July when Dr Jackson announced his resig- 
nation. — Gore Gamer 
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UPDATE 


PROPERTY - ; : 

House prices continue recovery i 

House prices are almost back to tbepeak of the spring and ea^ sannhpr . 

° f SSfi(^^SSth-q^rterhoLebuUe^,the^li^^^^- 

rosebvl 1 pet cent during the last three months of 1997, smrilar to the 

risefinthe previous quartenEarlier this month, the 
that pricesfcll in December for the first time 
it believed they would continue to rise for the rest of theyear, to 
!y index, Halifax found the average price of a house propped fe P-^Pg 
Snt - marking a slowdown of annual house pnee inflation, tatiatow^ 
rate since June 1996. Inflation dropped from 6.1 per « centto 4-3pegea£ * 
Halifax said the figures did not mark an end to the r^ovetym^fe. 
prices because the slight drop followed a shajp rise 
prices shot up 0.9 per cent “We continue to believe thatflie mpdestje- 
covery started in 1997 will continue into 1998 and that 
end the year around 5 per cent higher than their present 

During 1997. prices rose by 63 per cent up cent 

In the last quarter of the year, the average price was £69J20,t^ from £65^74 
in the final three months of 1996. But the Halifax said the UK : 

tinued to hide regional variations, with prices rising fastest m the||«tth. 
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e nvironment 

Surfers given pledge on sewage 


The Government today pledged to investigate surfers’ fears o vdr'gjfefee ' 
germs in seawater, after MPS warned that the growing poptriaritx^ggr < 
sport could pose health risks. . . . • • • •' 

Michael Meacher, the environment minister, said that before the peak 
holiday season he would “review” the level of waste treatment that cqp. - 
ponies use. His promise came os it emerged that some use the mpstfe-. 
tensive and expensive treatment for only part of the year - although QJfiss ^ 
might be prepared to keep it in use in all 12 months. .. : 

Campaigners chum swallowing seawater leads to stomach upsetsind 
sore throats and that viruses are not killed by routine treatment. V ; - 
Mr Meacher told a Commons environment sub committee: “Secondary, 
treatment does provide a higher level of protection all year round — bitt 
we are tailring about tertiary treatment and whether that should Be tiiroed - 
off for part of the year ... We have to achieve a balance between costahd 
public health and I agree that public health must be dominant. ” . ... ' 
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LIFESTYLE 


Students to get drinking lesson 


The drinks industry watchdog is planning to target students in a new cam- 
paign to encourage “sensible drinking’'. 

The Peatman Group is teaming up with the National Union of Students 
to reinforce messages about safe drinking levels. The campaign, to be 
launched next month, will focus on raising awareness of how many u n its 
of alcohol different drinks contain and on government guidelines for stick- 
ing to 21 units a week for women and 28 for men. 

The new initiative comes as three more drinks companies join the group, 
which is funded by the industry to promote sensible drinking. 

Bacar di-Martini, HP B ulmer and Campbell Distillers and Pernod Ri- 
card join the industry’s largest companies Allied Domecq, Bass, Diageo, 
Scottish & Newcastle, Seagram and Whitbread. It means the group now 
represents 95 per cent of the industry. 

Group director Jean Coussins said the increased membership was a 
vole of confidence in its policies and would add weight to new initiatives. 
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HEALTH 


Doctors see little future for NHS 
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More than three-quarters of doctors are pessimistic about the future of 
the NHS, according to a survey. As the NHS enters its 50th anniversary 
year, almost 90 per cent of GPs and 74 per cent of hospital doctors think 
that a true National Health Service will not exist in 50 years’ time. 

The survey of more than 150 hospital doctors and 100 GPs by the British 
Medical .Association News Review also found that the majority of doctors 
thought that the founding principles of the NHS - a comprehensive ser- 
vice, free at point of delivery and paid for by taxation - had been eroded 
duriog the past 50 years. 
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TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

2.45 

Italy (lira) 

2,846 

Austria (schillings) 

2034 

Japan (yen) 

253.41 

Belgium (francs) 

59.49 

Malta (lira) 

0.63 

Canada ($) 

2-27 

Netherlands (guilders) 

334 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.84 

Norway (kroner) 

11.96 

Denmark (kroner) 

11.03 

Portugal (escudos) 

293.15 

France (francs) 

9.64 

Spain (pesetas) 

243.67 

Germany (marks) 

239 

Sweden (kroner) 

Q.79 

Greece (drachmef) 

457.95 

Switzerland (francs) 

2-35 

Hong Kong ($) 

1121 

Turkey (lira) 

333,868- 

Ireland (punts) 

1.15 

USA ($) 

1.59 
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Sex and 
shopping: 
Why 
women 
still get a 
raw deal 
when it 
comes to 
paying 


Women can no longer be charged 
more than men in New York for 
items such as haircuts and dry 
cleaning, after the city authority 
outlawed ‘gender pricing*. But 
here in Britain, women still pay 
more than men for many 
everyday services. Qenda Cooper, 
Social Affairs Correspondent and 
Rosa Prince investigate why there's 
no such thing as a cheap woman. 

Sex and shopping have long been linked 
in most women's minds, but never quite so 
literally. New York City has followed Cal- 
ifornia in outlawing gender discrimination 
in pricing. 

Put simply this means hairdressing sa- 
lons will be unable to have prices which dis- 
tinguish between men and women or face 
a $500 (£300) fine. The same goes for dry 
cleaners who can no longer charge more 
for a blouse than a shirt 

However, here in Britain, it’s still hard 
to be a woman. Tfechnically section 29 of 
the Sex Discrimination Act outlaws gen- 
der discrimination on goods and services. 
In practice, a spokeswoman explains it can 
be difficult to prove. “Many shops charge 
women higher prices because they say it 
costs more in labour and overheads. It's 



Cut price: The National Hairdressers’ Federation says that women’s hair needs more styling than men’s 


very difficult to prove. Manufacturers 
and retailers say different prices for men 
and women are due to different costs in 
manufacturing or provision of services 
and so the Sex Discrimination Act is un- 
likely to apply.” 

A spokeswoman from the Consumers' 
Association said that they had done no re- 
search into tbe area of gender pricing but 
added that she felt “it should be pan of our 
agenda”. 

Ray Seymour, general secretary of the 
National Hairdressers’ Federation, coun- 
tered yesterday that higher prices in the sa- 


lon were justified. “The basic situation is 
that it does cost more to cut ladies' hair 
than men’s.” he said. 

“Most ladies' hair is below the ears, is 
longer than men’s and needs more styling. 
In the same way, the cost of cuuing a bald 
man's hair is the same as anyone else even 
though he has less hair.” 

Introducing similar measures in Britain 
he feels would be disastrous: “You can get 
more men passing over a seat than women 
in an hour. So if you're only cutting 
women's hair you have less customers. It 
would bit the salons hard. They couldn’t 


afford to bring the prices down so they 
would charge men as much as women and 
end up penalising men. Why does every- 
thing have to be PC these days?” 

Still there is evidence that in some ar- 
eas that prices are evening out - for ex- 
ample in dry cleaning. Alan Maycock, of 
Jeeves of Belgravia, said yesterday: “Years 
ago there were circumstances when the cost 
of cleaning a lady’s shirt was greater than 
a man's. But tbe ladies complained and 
most dry cleaners now charge the same.” 

Where women tend to get their own 
back is car insurance, with young women 



Photograph: David Rose 


sometimes getting quotes which are £100 
less than young men. The reasons women 
are considered a safer bet is because men 
under 40 are twice as likely as women to 
drive without due or reasonable care and 
attention and twice as likely to break the 
speed limi t ” 

“Young women behave rather differ- 
ently than young men when they get be- 
hind a steering wheel,” said David Steven 
of Admiral Insurance. 

“Young men have much higher numbers 
of driving convictions and more claims per 
person. And when they do crash it tends 
to be much harder than when young 
women do, so the claim is more.” 

Miranda Seymour of Direct Line 
added: “The difference in the rate we 
charge for men and women is all based on 
experience. Our experience is that females 
in the younger age groups make less 
claims. By about the age of 40, the differ- 
ence between the two has evened out.” 

There are some areas where women 
may still win out, like “ladies’ nights” in 
pubs and clubs where women get subsidised 
drinks to attract their (civilising) custom, 
but even this is dying ouL A spokesman for 
the Brewers and Licensed Retailers As- 
sociation said: "That son of thing has gone 
out like tbe old rales that a woman had to 
be seated or that they wouldn’t serve a 
woman wearing trousers. Certainly I'm not 
aware that it ever happens in pubs now.” 
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* Lottery rival offered Branson bribe 
to drop out of bidding, QC says 
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Richard Branson claims 
the head of a firm 
running the National 
Lottery tried to bribe 
him. He also says he was 
accused of lying and now 
he is suing for libel. But 
he in turn is being 
counter-sued. Andrew 
Buncombe was in court 
yesterday as the unusual 
legal battle began. 

Richard Branson spends a lot 
of time with a broad grin on his 
face, but yesterday he was 
frowning. His reputation as a 
man of honesty and integrity, 
tbe court was told, bad been 
questioned and he was there to 
put things straight 

Tbe events that led to the 
High Court began when Mr 
Branson was launching a bid to 


run tbe National Lotteiy in 
1993. He invited one of his ri- 
vals to lunch to ask him to pro- 
vide technical services to help 
run the lottery as a noD-profit- 
making venture. That man, 
Guy Snowden, head of the US- 
based GIbcta. a firm making up 
what is now Camelot, was not 
interested in helping. 

But George Carman QC 
representing Mr Branson, said 
Mr Snowden was concerned 
about the entrepreneur's bid. At 
worst Mr Branson might win 
and at best his charitable in- 
tentions might persuade the 
Government to reduce the op- 
erator’s profit. Mr Carman said 
that during the lunch at Mr 
Branson's London home Mr 
Snowden tried to bribe him to 
drop out. “It’s as plain as a 
pikestaff that what Guy Snow- 
den was about that day was 
floating a bribe in front of 
Richard Branson in order to get 


him out of tbe bidding.” Mr 
Branson is suing Mr Snowden. 
GTecb. and its spokesman, 
Robert Rendine. for saying he 
lied about the alleged bribe. Mr 
Snowden is suing Mr Branson 
for making the allegation. 

Tbe court was told that Mr 
Snowden said to Mr Branson: 
“I don’t know how to phrase 
this, Richard. There's always a 
bottom line. I'll get to the 
poinL In what way can we help 
you? I mean, what can I do for 
you personally?” 

Mr Carman said: “Mr Bran- 
son said: 'What on earth do you 
mean?’ and Mr Snowden said: 
'Everybody needs something'.” 
Mr Carman said Mr Branson 
replied: “Thank you very much. 
I'm quite successful. 1 only- 
need one breakfast, one lunch, 
one dinner a day.” Finding Mr 
Snowden's offer odious. Mr 
Branson had left the table and 
made a note of the conversation 


in the toilet, added the QC. 

The court heard details of 
the alleged bribe were not pub- 
licly revealed until 1995, when 
Mr Branson was approached by 
a producer from Panorama. 
He said allegations of bribery 
had been made against GTeeh 
in the US and the company had 
been investigated by the FBI. 

Mr Branson revealed the 
conversation from the lunch 
and agreed to appear on the 
programme. 

Mr Justice Morland and the 
jury were played a recording of 
the programme. 

Mr Carman said: "Nobody 
starts libel proceedings of ihis 
gravity with any great enthusi- 
asm. But if you value your 
good name and you want to 
hold your head up high a?> an 
honest man. sometimes vuu 
have no alternative.” 

The case, expected t«> last 
four weeks, continues. 


MPs lead call to strip 
Dame Shirley of title 


Labour MPs yesterday demanded the 
Government ask the Queen to strip Dame 
Shirley Porter of her title. 

Dame Shirley, the leader of Westmin- 
ster City Cbundl at the centre of the 
“homes-for-votes” scandal, was found 

guflty by the district auditor of “wilfiil mis- 
conduct” and “disgraceful and improper 
gerrymandering" between 1987 and 1989. 

The High Court upheld the auditor’s de- 
cision to impose a £27m surcharge on Dame 
Shirley and one of her former colleagues, 
former councillor David Weeks, while 
clearing three other councillors on 19 De- 
cember last year. 

Hie 25 Labour MPs. who signed a Com- 
mons Early. Day Motion yesterday, con- 
demned the Tory council's “failure ... to 
take any steps whatsoever to recover the 
£27m now owed to the people of West- 
minster” . . , „ 

It states than “Dame Shirley Porter was 
made a Dame of the British Empire m 


recognition of her services to local gov- 
ernment but, in view of the court’s judge- 
ment, [this House] considers that she is no 
longer a fit person to hold this honour.” 

Hie MPs called upon tbe Government 
“to make representations to Her Majesty 
the Queen to remove from Dame Shirley 
Porter her DBE”. 

Conservative former prime minister 
John Major was also “condemned" by the 
Labour motion, put down by Hendon MP 
Andrew Dismore. 

The motion — which is unlikely to be de- 
bated in tbe Commons but provides a 
chance for MPs to raise issues they feel 
strongly about - fiercely criticises Mr Ma- 
jor’s silence about the affair. 

It “This House condemns the fact, 

despite assurances previously 'given by the 
former Conservative prime minister, John 
Major, that Ik would unreservedly condemn 
Dame Shiriev Porter if she w ere found guil ty 
in a court of law, no condemnation or eril- 
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Porter: DBE for council service 


icism has yet been made by any Conserv- 
ative member of this House or or West- 
minster City Council. 

The attack comes after Dame Shirley 
and Mr Weeks were found guilty of “wil- 
ful misconduct resulting in a loss to West- 
minster City Council of £27.023370 as a 
consequence of their illegal homes for voles 
gerrymandering policy", the motion stales. 
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Let’s not get into a slanging match. Let’s just state the facts. At Cable 
& Wireless, we Ye so confident we’ll save you money on your phone 
bill, compared with BT we promise that if we don’t, well give you back 
double the difference.* Now thatfc what we call competition. So ring 
us on FreeCai! 0500 500 366, quoting ret RJNDKN. 
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What can we do for you? 


•Price Pledge *1*11 apply on Cable & wireless SmnCU, WCCaQ and LocsICafl Mb on* For oMo anxotnars. die Price Pledge coo^artson b on you- 
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Search police 
disciplined 


Eleven police officers who failed 
to find a missing teenager be- 
cause of confusion over where 
to look are to be disciplined. 

The body of Joanne Eddisoa 
15, who went missing in May 
1996. was discovered nine weeks 
later on a railway embankment 
100 yards from her home in 
Chariton, south-east London. 

Liam Tovell, 16. was later 
jailed for seven years after ad- 
mitting manslaughter. But the 
prosecution claimed in court 
that he may “have got away with 
murder" because the delay in 
finding her body meant it was 
impossible to determine how 
she died. 

The British Transport Police 
officers were asked to search the 
area where the body was found 
Five officers from the Metro- 
politan Police and five from the 
BTP have received formal 
warnings or “advice". One BTP 
officer faces a disciplinary 
charge. 

— Jason Bennetta, 
Crime Correspondent 








oftbe . Parachute Regiment trying out quad bikes in the mud on Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire, yesterday to test their 
manoeuvrability and performance in carrying heavy weapons and ammunition on the battlefield 
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Every day, more and more telecom companies tell your 

business about a bewildering array of fantastic savings 
on calls compared to BT. 

However, these savings are often not what they seem. 
They are nearly always compared against BT’s basic rates 
without taking into account our discounts and usually only 
apply to selected call routes. So you may find that any savings 
will only be on a small proportion of your total bill. 

But with BT’s customised savings packages, your 
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business can save on calls to any destination (local, national 
and international) any time of the day. 

So when you look at your whole call bill and compare 

like with like, BT is much more competitive than some 
would have you believe. 

To find out about the real cost of calling, and for a 
free brochure comparing BT’s price packages with > 
Cable & Wireless, Freefone 0800 800 800 or ■■ 
visit us at www.business.bt.com/reaIcost I //P 



The Northern Ireland 
political talks 
surmounted another 
significant hurdle 
yesterday. As David 
McKittrick, Ireland 
Correspondent, reports 
all parties involved - 
including Sinn Fein — 
agreed to use Monday's 
London-DubiTn 
document as a basis for 
negotiation. 


vations about elements ofUfe'- 
document, but many expressed 
eagerness to get down to base 


ness. : 

AH this amounts to a softie- - i .f 
thing of a breakthrough, gjyejr .; . 
that the document has fottiftL; .. 


er^. ^to P«* J 
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favour with the two 
Unionist and nationalist parties, 
the Ulster Unionistsand SDU-T 
While they approve of the sag-: ; 
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The document, which provided 
a suggested outline of a scheme 
with institutions to link not 
only Belfast, Dublin and Lon- 
don but Glasgow and Cardiff as 
well has f ulfill ed most of the 
two governments’ immediate 
hopes for it. 

But Sinn Fein made it clear 
that accepting it as a basis for 
negotiation did nor imply ap- 
proval of its contents. The doc- 
ument envisages Northern 
Ireland remaining part of the 
UK though with a substantial 
new north-south link. 

Sinn Fein’s policy, it was 
made dear, remains an end to 
partition, an option which is not 
on anyone else's agenda. They 
will certainty be advancing their 
arguments in detail, but no one 
knows whether and when they 
might lower their sights to the 
type of arrangements outlined 
in Monday's document. 

Most observers believe this is 
a key moment for the republi- 
can movement. One talk* par- 
ticipant said: “This is an 
important, tricky time for them. 
There’s now a piece of paper 
floating around out there which 
continues partition." 

Negotiations are now sched- 
uled to begin in earnest next 
Monday. At a brief plenary 
session yesterday all eight par- 
ties indicated their acceptance 
of the document as a basis for 


however, they differ greatly 6u . 
their relative importance, vritib 
nationalists playing up the north- . 
south institution and Umomsh 
emphasising the relationship, 
with Scotland and Whies. ’ . 

One nationalist source dfe- ; 
missivety referred to the pf£§;., 
posed Scottish and Weisjr 
connection as “a solution to^a 
problem which doesn’t erist^. - 
UUP leader David Trimfife,- 
bowever, said his party was 
seeking government briefings on r. ; ■ 
Scottish and Welsh devolution '- 
since these were highly relevant 
to Northern Ireland. - - - , . 

Of Sinn Fein he declared:.'.'-; 
a question for them as to. ' r '. 
whether they are going to a^~ 
gage with reality. They haven’j 
bothered to do so yet. This isa 
party which has just dealt with 
its wish-Iisl in the past"- ^ 

Sinn Fein negotiator Mitcbel 
McLaughlin yesterday conveyed " _ 
a somewhat mixed message, /', 
implying in a BBC interview that ' 
the party would not accept par- - ■ 
tition. yet did not expect Irish 
unity immediatety. He said:“Jf 
it is the case that there is an at- . - 
tempt, that this route-map is in: 7 
effect an attempt to impose an- ' 
other partitionist settlement, . ' 
then it will not work and Simt 
Fein will not be part of ft" - 
He added, however “Wfe are ■ 
much more realistic than to ex- 
pect that were going to get a 
united Ireland immediately. 
We’re on the record as saying " 
that We have a much more 
pragmatic, reasonable and le- . 
gitimate proposition." 
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Paedophile who killed *was 
not properly monitored’ 


A catalogue of errors was made by social workers in the sn- ; 
pervision of a convicted sex offender who went on to kill a 
boy, a report concluded yesterday. 

Thirty-four-year-old Steven Leisk, a paedophile, brutal- 
ty strangled Scott Simpson, 9, from Aberdeen, with a scarf ~ 
last July - two months before a supervision order on ban 
was due to end. The order had been imposed following his 
earlier release from an 18-month sentence for sexual offences 
involving a teenage boy. 

It was Leisk’s fourth conviction for sexual offences agamBt 
auldren, yet an independent report published yesterday into v 
the handling of the case revealed that Aberdeen city coun- 
oJ social workers had failed to monitor him property". It savs 
there was a “dear failure” on the part of a social worker, 

00 , t ^ eea I na f ed ’ t0 wmply with the requirements ' 
of National Standards. However, it adds, it is not possible' 
to conclude that the failure resulted in, or contributed to, 
tne terrible conclusion to this case". 


Luxor victim’s body found 


The missing body of Luxor massacre victim Karina Thraer 
“ emerged yesterday. West Yorkshire coro- 
W J 1J l ttai£er a match for the 24-year-old 

*^l D 'ir 0rdS 2nd DNA sam P Ies had beenmade. 
shire au - stewardess, of Ripponden, Wst Yoik- ■ 

m ^ mg SU1Ce *** massacre by Islamic mill-' 
fants on IS November at the Temple of Queen HatshenuL 
m Linor, Egypt. A body mistakenly identified as Ms iSm- 
W th . e Urinary in Halifax is believed to be that 
of a German ui whose grave Karinas remains lie. Her dauafa- 

fi y e - ^ her “Other Joan, 53, also died inffie 

^ ak ? VGnt missin S and was later found 
^Switzerland. The Turner famity saidlast night that iheywere 
now planning a joint funeral service for ail three. ^ , 


Clark ‘diaries’ misleading 

n . .. 


^nri P nTr Qtat - 0n c 0fa ? arPdy ofAlan CIark,s Diaries in the 
{£? J news Paper gave the impression 
« SESKj* Conservative MP. rhe High Court 

rion^ih ' his Counsel ' “ a closing submit 
^ U . l }l' Alan Cork's Secret Diary, togeXrwitha 

falS yi " S the 00,11 ‘“L amounted to 

St i aU -5°u h T.' He ** id toe “standfiret", in 
wtucti the Standard said the diary was written bv one of iris 

^ adshaw ' did not dari * a- -SSL 

Judgment wiU be given next week in the case, in whit* 
Mr a ark is seeking an injunction and damages. - Kathy Afalte 




RUC chief’s Orange alert 


The Ouef Constable of the RUC does not want hismen to 

Omri ivS? m !I 0rUier71 Ireland - Ronnie Hanagan tells • 
Ctanel 4 s Dispatches” programme tomorrow that would 

Commiltee Md the Association of 
Chief Police Officers are currently looking into the issue. 
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Blunkett gives ‘Boring’ say the children, as teachers await new upheaval 

schools more 

time for 3Rs 


Big changes to the 
primary school 
curriculum to put more 
emphasis on the 3Rs 
were announced 
yesterday. Judith Judd , 
Education Editor, 
explains why ministers 
accepted teachers* 
complaints that the 
timetable is overloaded. 


Schools will he allowed to spend 
more time on literacy and nu- 
meracy to ensure that they 
achieve ambitious government 
targets, David Blunkett, the Sec- 
retary of State for Education, an- 
nounced yesterday. From 
September they wflj be able to 
devote more time to En glish and 
maths and less to history, geog- 
raphy, design and technology, 
music, art and physical education. 

Ministers have staked their 
reputation on targets which de- 
mand that 80 per cent of 11- 
year-olds reach the expected 
literacy standard by 2002, and 
for 75 per cent in numeracy. 

Since the national curricu- 
lum was introduced a decade 
ago, teachers have complained 
thaL the curriculum is over- 
crowded and that its detailed 
prescription has taken the fun 
out of teaching. 

Mr Blunkett said yesterday 
that be was loosening the strait- 
jacket. At present, detailed pro- 
grammes of study for all nine 
primary national curriculum sub- 
jects are prescribed by law. The 
changes mean that teachers will 
be required to follow the detailed 
programmes in only English, 
maths, science and information 
technology. They wfl] still have 
to teach the other subjects but wiB 
be free to decide what and how 
much they teach. 

Mr Blunkett said: “For too 
long, too many primary school 
teachers have been prevented 
from giving literacy and nu- 
meracy the attention they de- 


serve because the national cur- 
riculum has lacked the very 
dear focus on the basics which 
is crucial to primary educa- 
tion. As a result literacy and nu- 
meracy have been too often 
subsumed into other subjects.” 

Schools would still have a 
statutory duty to provide a 
“broad and balanced curricu- 
lum" so Lhat children under- 
stood our history and culture, 
he said. “This is not a dumbing 
down of the curriculum.” 

Estelle Morris, the schools 
minister, said: “The problem at 
the moment for too many chil- 
dren is that they don't get a 
broad curriculum because they 
cannot read or write.” 

Inspectors’ reports suggest 
that most schools are spending 
enough time on the basics but 
are not teaching them proper- 
ly. Ministers believe that new 
guidance on how to teach lit- 
eracy and numeracy using main- 
ly traditional methods coupled 
with the curriculum changes will 
bring big improvements. 

Dr Nick Tate, chief executive 
of the Qualifications and Cur- 
riculum Authority, said: “If 
schools are already meeting 
the literacy targets there is no 
need for them to change.” 

The reforms are being made 
in advance of a major curricu- 
lum revision scheduled for 2000. 
After the first slimming down 
of the national curriculum three 
years ago, the last government 
promised a five-year moratori- 
um on change which was ac- 
cepted by Labour. 

Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secretary of the National Asso- 
ciation of Schoolmasters/Union 
of Women Tfeachers, said ir was 
“one of the best decisions the 
Government has made. About 
time too”. 

Sue Bennett, executive 
member of the Historical As- 
sociation, said: “We all want to 
see standards of literacy im- 
proved but narrowing the pri- 
mary curriculum doesn't 
necessarily achieve that.” 



Hard at work: Pupils at Grimes Dyke school, Leeds, where teachers were ‘not surprised* by the curriculum change Photograph: Guzel ian 


“It is going to be boring,” said Mark 
Joyce, aged 10, after contemplating the idea 
of an extra hour reading and writing, and 
another studying arithmetic. 

Mark and his friends at Grimes Dyke 
Primary SchooL Leeds, already spend two 
hours of their five-and-a-quarter-hour 
school day studying literacy and numera- 
cy. Another two hours would mean the bulk 
of their day spem on the three Rs. 

Teachers at the school said that the an- 
nouncement of the change yesterday by 
David Blunkett, Secretary of State for Ed- 
ucation, did not come as a surprise. “We 
were expecting it sooner or laLer" said Pete 
Ivutts. year four drama co-ordinator. 

“It's clear the Government wants to im- 
prove performance according to league ta- 
bles, and this is the way they think they can 
achieve it- Wb don’t know yet how it wfll work.” 

What the teachers say they do know for 
certain is that it will mean more upheaval 
and change. They expect to work many 
more hours to replan and balance the school 
day. “Most of this extra work will be done 
in our own time," added Mr Ivans. 

History co-ordinator Amanda Mahaffey 
said she didn’t believe the extra hours of 
reading, writing and arithmetic would 
mean other subjects would have to go, but 
it “would probably mean less lime for them”. 

Margaret Isherwood. the head teacher, 
said the school’s priority was reading and 
writing which she believed was the case in 
most other schools. “We ... can’t pour lit- 
eracy and numeracy over our children. Some 
will never take to it and so they must have 
other subjects in which they can shine.” 

— Esther Leach 


Well-drilled conformists, or rounded individuals? 


For two years from next Oc- 
tober, primary schools will not 
be obliged to teach the national 
curriculum programmes of 
study in history, geography, de- 
sign and technology, art, mu- 
sic and physical education. 

But English, mathematics, 
science and information tech- 
nology will be safeguarded. 

This new “flexibility" is in- 
tended to allow' schools time to 
concentrate on literacy and 
numeracy and to meet elaims 
that the national curriculum, 
despite the Dearing slim-dcrwn 
of 1993, remains too heavy a 
burden. 

Sceptics will see yesterdays 
announcement as capitulation 
to the view that for the gener- 
ation of ciiiJdren who have un- 


BY ROBIN 
ALEXANDER 


wittingly acquired the respon- 
sibility of delivering the Gov- 
ernment’s reading and 
numeracy targets for 2002. a 
rounded education is a luxury 
definitely to be postponed. 

Though we should keep 
such concerns in view during 
the statutoiy period of consul- 
tation, the proposals are in 
fact somewhat equivocal. 
David BlunketL the Secretary 
of State for Education, stress- 
es standards in the basics. He 
also insists that childrens enti- 


tlement to the “broad and bal- 
anced” curriculum of the 1988 
and 1996 Education Acts must 
not be compromised, and pri- 
mary schools should continue 
to “have regard to" the pro- 
grammes of study in the ex- 
empted subjects. Further, this 
is a two-year interim measure 
and the promised review of the 
national curriculum will go 
ahead as planned. 

Yesterday s letter to schools 
from the Qualifications and 
Curriculum Authority (QCA) 
promises guidance on how 
breadth and balance can be 
maintained over the next two 
years, and sets out the 
timetable for working towards 
the introduction of the new na- 
tional curriculum in 2000. 


However, the QCA’s guid- 
ance wQJ need to gloss the in- 
junction to schools to continue 
to "have regard to” the non- 
core national curriculum sub- 
jects in such a way that it helps 
those schools that wish to di- 
verge from the existing re- 
quirements (and many will not) 
to steer a path between flexi- 
bility and chaos. It is not that 
long since Her Majesty's In- 
spectorate was deploring the 
widespread inconsistency be- 
tween primary schools in just 
these subjects. The QCAs guid- 
ance will also need to help 
schools to address two princi- 
ples not mentioned by Mr Bfun- 
kett, but without which 
“breadth and balance” are pret- 
ty meaningless: sustained pro- 


gression learning within each 
area of the curriculum; and con- 
tinuity in the various subjects. 

The QCA must also attend 
to the longer term. How should 
the familiar version of the pri- 
mary school “basics” connect 
with the “basic skills'' of in- 
formation technology, prob- 
lem-solving and working with 
others demanded by employ- 
ers? Or with education and for 
citizenship (another of David 
Blunkett’s concerns}? Or with 
the personal values and dis- 
positions identified in 1996 by 
the Values forum? 

What of the arts and the hu- 
manities, once again con- 
fronting relegation to the status 
of educational frill? And what 
of that nettle which few vet 


dare to grasp, religious edu- 
cation? 

In reviewing the National 
Curriculum, we have a choice 
between adjustment at the 
mar gins and a fundamental re- 
think. With the emphasis now 
on opportunity, empowerment 
and lifelong learning the task 
of primary schools is rather 
more ambitious and visionary 
that providing a minimal edu- 
cation for the urban masses 
with a view to ensuring social 
conformity and well-run fac- 
tories - or is it? 

Robin Alexander is Professor of 
Education at the Uni\-ersity of 
Warwick and a member of the 
Qualifications and Curriculum 
Authority: The \iews expressed 
here are his ovm. 
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buy a PC from 
a company that 
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a sale. 


You also save money by dealing directly 
with Gateway rather than with a 
shop. And, unlike those shops, well 
give you freephone technical support 
for as long as you own your 
GATEWAY™ PC. Find out more by 
ringing 0800 39 2000. 
And ask about our flexible 
finance options. Or take 
refuge from the madness 

of the Januarv sales in our 
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Cash from over 
14,000 Link machines. 


Getting your money is simple. Your Co-operative Bank Visa 
Delta debit card can be used to withdraw up to £250 a day 
from over 14.000 Link cash machines up and down the country. 
It also guarantees cheques up to £100. 
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■ particular needs, well build you a new 
purer- The Intel Pentium" II Processor based 
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way you receive the freshest components on 
market, paying only for what you need. 
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Personal help 
to open your account. 



Guaranteed service 
- or we pay you £10. 


We'll make opening your account as simple and painless as 
possible. A dedicated team will sort everything out with you - 
forms, standing orders, direct debits, even arranging for your 
salary to be transferred. 


Here's a guarantee no other bank makes. We will open your 
account without error. We will set up standing orders and direct 
debits without mistakes. We will issue cheque books and cards 
on time, and make agreed loans available within one hour. 
We will not make financial errors on your statements. IF we 
ever fail to live up to any of these promises, we'll put the problem 
straight, say sorry, and credit your account with £10. OK? 


24-hour telephone banking. 


We're one of the UK's most experienced telephone banks, 
taking 10 million calls a year. Call us any time of day or night, 
from your home, office, even car. Whether you are paying bilk, 
secring up standing orders or just asking about your balance, 
you'll find there is no easier way to bank. 


A bank with principles. 



The Co-operative Bank promises never to invest your money 
in countries with oppressive regimes, or in companies that 
needlessly pollute, or test cosmetic products on animals. It's all 
part of our policy to strive for a better service for you, and a 
better world for all of us. Isn't that something you want to be 
part of? Then call us free today. 


Apply now. 
(£) Freefone 
0800 73 II 298 

Please quote reference: 12904 



Post to:The Cooperative Bank p-l.c, FREEPOST MR8 1 92, Manchester, M I 9AZ. 
Please use block capitals. www.co-operativebank.co.uk 
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Daytime telephone number. 
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How Labour takes advantage of a privileged position 


Tony Blair’s government makes 
more use of Heathrow's VIP 
facilities than its Tory predecessor 
did, it emerged last night. The 
cost of suites for British and 
foreign dignitaries amounted to 
£1 ,6m in the seven months from 
May. Fran Abrams, Political 
Correspondent, reports on 
suspicions that new Labour may 
have been too free with its 
privileges. 


Robin Cook used them, famously, to tell 
bis wife that their marriage was over after 
learning that a tabloid newspaper was about 
to reveal he was having an affair, but most 
passengers have time for no more than a 
quick coffee before boarding their flights. 

Labour seems to have need of the five 
VIP suites - one in each terminal and a sep- 
arate one for Royalty and other dignitaries 
with their own planes - more than the pre- 
vious Tory administration. 

They were used 8,400 times between 
1 May and 30 November this year at an av- 
erage cost per visit of £191. That adds up 


to around 40 uses a day - a 1 0 per cent in- 
crease on the same period last year when 
the facilities were used 7,636 times. 

The busiest month was September, 
when the facilities were hired a total of 1-391 
times at a total cost of £266.411. accord- 
ing to a parliamentary answer from the For- 
eign Office minister Derek Fatcberi. 

The facilities are hired by the Govern- 
ment from Heathrow, and are run for it by 
airport staff. They allow VTP passengers to 
avoid queuing for cheek-in desks, passport 
control and customs. Instead officials 
come to them to check their bags. 


Gary Streeter, a Conservative front- 
bench spokesman on foreign and com- 
monwealth affairs, said his party suspected 
that Labour had been too free with such 
facilities. 

“New Labour has been very casual about 
spending taxpayers’ money on its own 
creature comforts and here is one exam- 
ple of that. Particularly. I think the Foreign 
Secretary has used these facilities for him- 
self and other members of his entourage,” 
be said. 

The Conservatives plan to continue to 
table parliamentary questions to find out 


how much the Government has been 
spending on this and other types of hos- 
pitality. If they feel that liberties have been 

taken, they plan to make more formal com- 
plaints. 

Although a . Heathrow spokeswoman 
sa id the VIP lounges were definitely not 
“a luxury service", a Foreign and Com- 


often afford the facilities for two minis ters 
to meet for a chat. The suites were “ex- 
tensive” and allowed dignitaries the use of 

private rooms so they need not be disturbed. 

Junior ministers did not usually use 


them; the facilities were for wsittpg 
als, heads of state, Tony Blair and cabinet 
ministers, heads of defence servtces, ^- 
bassadois and high eomnusacmers andthe 
heads of international organisations. They 
ensure the smooth and dignified procession 

through the airport and are a mark of re- 
spect to the status of the VIP,” he said. 

The Heathrow spokeswoman said most , 
people did not spend much timein theW 
suites. But when, for example, Pfosfaept 
Clinton arrived with two Boeing 747s tuff 
of his entourage, they allowed their bags 
and passports to be processed efficiently. 


Tories say Davies has no 
right to judge Welsh poll 


There were angry scenes in 
Westminster as the Secretary of 
State for Wales faced questions 
about his handling of September’s 
referendum on devolution. But 
white he will hope the spat 
marked the end of the affair, Fran 
Abrams writes, the Tories are 
determined to pursue it. 


Ron Davies’s need to preserve his own job 
made him an unfit judge of whether there 
were irregularities in the referendum 
count, a Conservative MP said yesterday. 

“It is your political career that is on the 
line if this project fails." Owen Paterson told 
Mr Davies at a hearing of the Welsh Af- 
fairs Select Committee. 

“You have more to lose than virtually 
anyoae and you are in a very difficult po- 
sition being judge and jury." 

Mr Davies hit back by saying Mr Pa- 
terson, who represents the English seat of 
Shropshire North, had little right to address 
the matter. “You are speaking for no-one 
but yourself,” he retorted after Mr Pater- 
son said he represented 550.1300 people who 
voted against a Welsh Assembly. 

He said Mr Paterson was making “per- 
sonal accusations that 1 am covering up 
something because it is for my own polit- 


ical convenience. That is not the case and 
frankly it is offensive,” he said. 

“I do hope we have now seen an end 
to this unsubstantiated campaign of smear 
and innuendo against decent, honourable, 
hard-working public servants.” 

Mr Paterson responded that as the only 
MP on the committee a gains t devolution 
be had a right to speak. With a majority of 
just 6,700, or 0.6 per cent, in favour there 
must be no questions left unanswered. “It 
is crucial that if this assembly goes ahead 
it isn't built on the shifting sands of doubt.” 

The committee chairman, Martyn 
Jones, stepped in to end the exchange af- 
ter it became heated, reminding the two 
men that they were there to discuss Welsh 
economic development. 

However, he did allow other members 
of the committee to speak in support of Mr 
Davies. Julie Morgan. Labour member for 
Cardiff North, rejected the Conservatives' 
claim to speak for “no” voters. 

“Mr Paterson doesn't even represent a 
constituency in Wales and cannot speak on 
behalf of anybody in Wiles,” she said. 

Meanwhile, Michael Ancram, the Con- 
servatives' constitutional spokesman, 
claimed the credibility of the “yes” vote was 
still in doubt despite a statement by Mr 
Davies on the matter on Monday. 

A senior judge should be appointed to 
cany out a “short, sharp, in-depth and in- 
dependent inquiry,” he said. 





Single ticket: Foreign Secretary Robin Cook arriving at the House of Commons yesterday. It was confirmed last night that Mr Cook took his partner, Gaynor 
Regan, on official visits in the autumn but a Foreign and Commonwealth Office official said no additional public expense was involved Photograph: Reuters 
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Prescott targets hereditary peers 
after vote on London mayor stalled 


At over 130 locations nationwide, a 2-night stay 
in a comfortable, spacious Travelodge room now 
costs just £19.95 per room, per night. 

Rooms are available at this specially reduced 
rate until February 15th 1998, but to qualify you 
must make your reservation for 2 consecutive nights 
before January 21st. 

To get the best deal of this season’s sales, call 
Travelodge Roomline now. 
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Tory peers inflicted a 
defeat on the 
Government last night 
to put off for over a year 
a referendum on plans to 
give London a mayor 
with an assembly. Colin 
Brown , Chief Political 
Correspondent, says 
John Prescott sees it as 
another nail in the coffin 
for the hereditary peers. 


■ 133 participating locations ■ Sky TV ■ Spacious en-suite 
rooms ■ Luxury Hypnos beds ■ Free parking ■ Tea and 
coffee making facilities ■ On-site restaurant * ■ Free 
morning newspaper ■ Fax and telephone ■ Fast checkout 


January 


The Deputy Prime Minister, 
John Prescott, last night vowed 
the referendum on a London 
mayor and an assembly would 
go ahead in May in spite of a 


government defeat by six votes 
in the House of Lords. 

Mr Prescott attacked the 
heredilaiy peers for inflicting 
the defeat on the Government 
and seeking to frustrate pro- 
posals which are expected to 
have widespread popular sup- 
port when the referendum takes 
place. 

The Lords passed an 
amendment to the Greater 
London Authority (Referen- 
dum) Bill, by 128 to 122, call- 
ing for the poll to be delayed 
until eight weeks after the Gov- 
ernment’s legislation setting 
out its plans for the new struc- 
tures was published. 

Ministerial sources said it 
would delay the referendum be- 


yond the millennium. But Mr 
Prescott immediately hit back, 
saying: “It is an anti -democra- 
tic vote denying Londoners the 
chance to make their choice 
next year, derided by a handful 
of unelected hereditary peers. 

“We fully intend to come 
back to the Commons to restore 
the right of the electors to vote 
in a referendum in May this 
year.” 

The defeat was seen as an- 
other nail in the coffin for the 
hereditary peers, and took place 
as a Cabinet committee chaired 
by Lord Irvine, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, began discussions about 
the Government’s plans to re- 
form the House of Lords. 

The reforms will be intro- 


duced gradually, but there were 
growing expectations that the 
Government will act first on re- 
moving the right of hereditary 
peers to vote in the Lords. 

A small number, possibly 
about 20, of leading hereditary 
peers would be given life peer- 
ages to continue an active role 
in the Lords, but most heredi- 
tary peers would have to quit 
their places in the Upper 
Chamber. 

Tony Benn warned yesterday 
that the left. wing will be press- 
ing for the Lords reforms to go 
further, to have the Upper 
Chamber elected in order to 
avoid it becoming a super quan- 
go under the patronage of the 
prime minister. 
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Brainstorming 
on agenda of 
Blair’s US visit 


Tory MPs to let rest 
of party vote for leader 
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Tony Blair and his wife, Cherie, are 
lo fly lo >*&shingion just three 
weeks after their return yesterday 
from a five-day trip to Japan. 

Part of the visit to meet Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and senior Unit- 
ed States politicians will be a 
“brainstorming” event and the fo- 
cus could be on tackling crime, in 
which case Jack Straw, the Home 
Secretary, would go along too, and 
the Prime Minister oouid use the vis- 
it to give a public vote of confidence 
in hfm . 

Mr Blair bas lavished praise on 
his Home Secretary twice in three 
days, insisting that be behaved “su- 
perbly” in his handling of allegations 
that his son, William, 17, sold 
cannabis to an undercover reporter. 

The brainstorming event follows 
a similar session last year at Che- 
quers when Fust Lady Hillary Clin- 
ton and a group of US experts 
discussed with Mr Blair and British 
experts issues such as healthcare. 

The Prime Minister also hopes 
to use the visit to “sell” to politicians 
with an interest in Northern Ireland 
the British and Irish governments’ 
handling of the peace-process. 

For the second tune since tak- 
ing office, Mr Blair plans to fly on 
Concorde to the US for the visit, be- 
tween 4 and 7 February. To mark 
Britain’s presidency of the Euro- 
pean Union, Downing Street is con- 
sidering taking along a group of 
London-based journalists working 
for European newspapers and me- 
dia organisations as an experiment. 


Tory MPs are balloting today 
on the way they select their 
next leader after William 
Hague. Colin Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, says they are 
likely to support a system that 
could have given former 
Chancellor Ken Clarke victory 
over Mr Hague. 


Conservative MPs are poised to throw 
away their most important power by giv- 
ing up their exclusive right to choose their 
leader in favour of one member, one vote 
(Omov) democracy in the Tory party. 

The change may be enough to have 
older Tbries choking on their pink gins. 
Right wing party activists who oppose a 
ballot of the whole party to choose the 
next lender said last night it would have 
meant that Kenneth Clarke would have 
beaten Wiliam Hague for the leadership 
and Margaret Thatcher would never have 
been chosen. 

“You will just get the most famous of 
the candidates. The party would have 
been stuck with Ken Clarke. Heseltine 
could have won. But Thatcher would nev- 
er have been selected,” said a right wing 
Toiy activist. 

It is unclear whether OMOV would 
give Chris Patten the edge in a leader- 
ship election over Michael Portillo. Both 
would Gist have to win seats at West- 
minster and Mir Hague will not go be- 
fore the next election, but the change bas 
added qnce to the speculation in the Toiy 
party about their possible return. 


The party in the country is keen to as- 
sert its rights after the 1 May electoral 
disaster, for which the MPs bore the brunt 
of the blame. The Conservative Demo- 
cratic Movement claimed yesterday that 
a survey showed a dear majority in favour 
of Omov. 

The survey also showed that ordinary 
members found Tory Central Office re- 
mote and bureaucratic. Mr Hague has 
made it clear that he supports Omov for 
the future. 

The grass roots campaign for change 
gained momentum when Archie Hamil- 
ton. chairman of the 1922 Committee of 
Tory backbenchers, did a U-turn and 
backed Omov with the executive and a 
majority of the committee in a letter to 
Toiy MPs. 

The MPs have a range of options, but 
they are being urged to back a system in 
which a challenge could be mounted af- 
ter a vote of no confidence; that would 
trigger a primary leadership contest 
among the Mft to weed out the wild 
cards before allowing a shortlist to go be- 
fore the full membership. 

Archie Norman, vice- chair man of 
the party, also now supports Omov. John 
Horam, a former minister, and Richard 
Otroway, a Toiy spokesman on London, 
are campaigning for the system in to- 
morrow’s ballot and are confident of vic- 
tory. 

It is part of a consultation exercise on 
Blueprint for Change, a reform green pa- 
per which opposed Omov. 

Tory chairmen are meeting in Lon- 
don on 17 January to discuss their re- 
sponse to the document for final 
agreement at a conference in the spring. 
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£20 fines for ‘Lycra louts’ 
who pedal on pavement 


No-go area: The Government wants more people to cycle, but is also cracking down on what some call ‘Lycra louts’ 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Cyclists face £20 fines for riding on pave- 
ments as a result of a government strate- 
gy to double the number of cycle journeys 
by 2010. 

Ministers have been quick to trumpet 
the need to get people to substitute short 
car journeys with cycling jaunts as a way 
of reducing congestion and pollution. 

Already planned are more cycle paths 
as well as well a nation-wide cycle network. 
But with the carrot comes a stick - that 
of fixed-penalty notices. 

Endangering pedestrians by taking to 
the footpath on two wheels has been ille- 
gal since 1835. 

Offenders face two months in jail or a 
£2,500 fine but cases are rarely brought 
to court by hard-pressed prosecutors. 

News of the new deterrent came to light 
after a parliamentary answer from Alun 
Michael, a Home Office minister, which 
confirmed that fines for offending cyclists 
would be part of the Road Traffic Of- 
fenders Act 1998. 

The move did noi please the Cyclists 
louring Club, which campaigns for cycling 


rights. It attacked the development as “un- 
fair and unnecessary’*. 

A spokesman sai± “Bicycles on pave- 
ments is a symptom of generally poor fa- 
cilities for cyclists. Fines will only force 
riders back on to dangerous roads or put 
them off using a bicycle, full stop." 

The move was described by the Daily 
Mail as a crackdown against “Lycra louts", 
cyclists who plough through red lights or 
use the pavement to avoid busy roads. 

In fact, it is a recognition by the Gov- 
ernment of the problems they will lace han- 
dling more cyclists. 

In 1995 more than 350 pedestrians - 
the most recorded - were hurt or killed 
by cyclists. 

Last year two people were killed and 
nearly 90 injured. 

Other measures being considered in- 
clude forcing cyclists to carry bells so that 
pedestrians can be warned of danger 
and. more controversially, coaxing bikers 
to wear helmets. 

— Ran deep Ramesh 
Transport Correspondent 


Web quacks 
add to GPs’ 
work load 


Hypochondriac Internet 
surfers are looking up 
ailments and then 
convincing themselves 
they have life- 
threatening symptoms. 
Rosa Prince says doctors 
are wasting valuable 
time reassuring patients 
frightened by 
misinformation. 


Rogue Internet sites are accu- 
mulating on the Web from ail 
over the world, offering magic 
cures, warning of dire new dis- 
eases or giving bad advice even 
for simple ailments. 

In other cases, patients, 
some with serious diseases, are 
given the impression they have 
stumbled across a miracle cure 
on the Internet. 

David Pearce, a Leeds GP, 
said: “The main worry is that 
anybody can put information on 
the Internet about diseases. 
The false hope this can bring to 
patients. particularly those who 
are suffering from chronic ill- 
nesses and are very vulnerable, 
is terrible. 

“There are even discussion 
groups where doctors will make 
diagnoses of people who type in 
their symptoms via the Internet. 
It's a nightmare." 

On a recent British Medical 
Journal search of 41 Web pages 
to discover the best way to 
treat a child with fever, only four 
gave the correct diagnosis. The 
problem is proving particular- 
ly bad for doctors treating pa- 
tients with serious illnesses. 

When a person is first diag- 
nosed. family and friends often 
search the Internet for infor- 
mation about the disease, lead- 


ing them to large amounts of 
false advice. Pteter Chambers, of 
the charily Ca ncerBACUP, 
said: “The Internet provides an 
example of how a little knowl- 
edge is a dangerous thing." 

He said some cancer patients 
acting on Web information took 
hydrazine sulphate, which is 
derived from rocket fuel and is 
ineffective against cancer, and 
stopped taking their anti-nau- 
sea and pain-relieving drugs 
when they reacted with the hy- 
drazine. BACUP responded by 
creating its own Web site to pav 
vide accurate information. 

Doctors tell patients inter- 
ested in the Internet to use it 
wisely by accessing credible or- 
ganisations and help-groups. 
Iona Heath, who has a surgery 
north London, said: “There is 
an awful lot of garbage out there 
... but it can be helpful too. The 
Web can sometimes be very 
good for people with rare di- 
agnosis when they can learn 
more than I can tell them." 

John Chisholm, chairman 
of the BMAs GPs Council 
said: “People have to use a bit 
of discretion when using the In- 
ternet but doctors have to 
recognise more and more peo- 
ple are going to be using it. Of- 
ten they can become experts and 
get a lot of useful information." 

Some GPs are worried they 
do not have the time to cope 
with the challenges of the Web. 
Grant Kelly, chairman of the 
BMA’s General Practice Com- 
puting Group, said: “You get 
people coming into the surgery 
and saying ‘I want to try this 
drug or that treatment*. It's not 
a problem, as we can Lalk it over 
and usually explain why it is not 
appropriate, but it is all taking 
a long time and that’s one thing 
GPs don’t have." 


Smoking damage 
lasts a lifetime 


harmful effects of cigarettes 
last a lifetime, says a study 
b suggests that even smok- 
■ho give up may have done 
ersible damage to their 
ies. 

octors had believed that the 
:ased ride of heart disease 
ung cancer returned to zero 
about 10 years, but the new 
irch casts doubt on this. It 
j the effects on arteries may 
mulativeand that even pas- 
smoking may cause per- 
mit damage. 

merican researchers who 
ed almost 11,000 middle- 
adults found that athero- 
3sis - thickening of the 
ies - was 50 per cent worse 
ickers than in non-smok- 
5 expected However, it was 
15 per cent worse in past 
ersthan in people who had 
r smoked, suggesting a 
stent effect of smoking, 
le arteries were thickest in 
who had smoked most for 
st and their thickness was 
strongly linked with 
ler they were current or 
smokers. The scientists 
ultrasound to measure by 


how much the walls of the 
carotid artery thickened over a 
three-year period 

The study - conducted by re- 
searchers at Wake Forest Uni- 
versity, North Carolina, and 
published in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association - 
also found a “surprisingly large" 
correlation between passive 
smoking and atherosclerosis. 
In those exposed to other peo- 
ple’s smoke for at least one hour 
a week thickening of the arter- 
ies was 20 per cent worse than 
in those who breathed dean air. 

The British Heart Founda- 
tion said smokers should not use 
the findings as an excuse not to 
give up. A spokesman said: 
“There are physical changes 
that occur when you give up 
that makes stopping smoking a 
very important issue for pre- 
venting heart disease and arte- 
riosclerosis, Nobody has ever 
said arteries heal themselves up 
when you stop smoking. What 
this research says is that they 
cany on thickening, but the 
process does slow down." 

— Jeremy Laurance 
Health Editor 


40S litre boot (the biggest 
in its class) 

Tinted electric windows 


Passenger cabin with class 

leading cabin space 

Air conditioning with automatic 

temperature control 

Pollen filters and air recirculation 


■ CITROEN 


What do you give the car that has everything? 


Power assisted steering 
Rake/reach adjustable steering 
wheel 

.Wide angled driver's door mirror 
Height/tilt adjustable rear 
view mirror 

Automatic rain sensitive 

windscreen wipers 

Remote control RDS stereo with 

CD Autochanger 

Noise reducing cabin floor 

Height and lumbar adjustable 

driver's seat 

Front and rear adjustable 
head rests 

Hydraulically opening bonnet 
Child safety locks with warning 
indicators 

“Door open" warning system 
Driver’s airbag 

Service maintenance indicator 
Front fog lamps 
Programmed rear wheel 
steering system 
Remote central dead-locking 
Transponder immobiliser 
Anti-theft alarm 
“Ring of steel" passenger 
compartment 
Front door side impact 
protection system 
Third brake light 
Allov.v^-v 



Free Insurance, of course! 


With prices from £11,765, things just got even better. For more information call 0800 262 262. 

THE NEW CITROEN XSARA 

LOOK BEYOND THE OBVIOUS 


MiM'El CAS SHOWN VSJH1". IV.- i 'CLUSIVE fl5.«ftONTHE ROAD lONTHE ROAD PRICES INCLUDE VAT AMO CBW FOR NUMBER PLATES. DELIVERY AND 13 MONTHS ROAD FUND LICENCE) OPTIONAL METALur 
N E «ri i.rJlvE M-’fiEL *>>NE lEARS fUI.LV COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE AVAILABLE ON XSARA MODELS. INSURANCE OFFER SUBJECT TO TERMS AND CONDITIONS AND APPUESTO 17-75 YEAR 


KSAKA PRICES STAXT FROM £11.765 ONTHE ROAD FOR ThE^i -■« ^ sl4PirMP 

JJJJ Am IES TO PE«.l riGBTKATUM OF HE* CARS ORDERED AND REGISTERED BETWEEN 1.12.97 AND 3U.9EL MODELS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS 






THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 14 JANUARY |«<J8 


8/N E WS 






Shipwreck blamed 
on open hatches 

A failure to close several hatches on the 
Sapphire trawler, which sank last year 
with the loss of four lives, was partly to 
blame for the tragedy, investigators 
revealed yesterday. 

A safety bulletin, issued by the Marine 
Accident Investigation Branch in advance 
of the conclusion of the inquiry, said the open 
weather-tight hatches "almost certainly 
contributed to the rapid and catastrophic 
flooding of ail the main compartments". It 
continued: "Escape from a vessel in such a 
situation is extremely difficult." 

The MAIB also blamed inadequate 
maintenance for the failure of the trawler’s 
emergency positioning radio beacon. 

The only survivor, skipper Victor 
Robertson, escaped through the wheel- 
house window as the trawler sank in rough 
weather as it returned to Peterhead har- 
bour in Scotland. The famili es of the dead 
men began an appeal to raise hundreds of 
thousands of pounds after the Government 
refused to finance the recovery of the bod- 
ies of Victor Podlesny, Adam Stephen, 
Robert Stephen and Bruce Cameron. 

The shipping minister, Glenda Jackson, 
and the Prime Minister, Tony Blair, pledged 
to review the Government’s policy on 
wreck-raising. 



Last respects: Long-time friend Denis Norden attending the funeral yesterday of writer and comedian Frank Muir, who died sudden- 
ly last week. The service was held at St Mary’s church, Thorpe, Surrey Photograph: Brian Harris 


PPP healthcare gives you 
immediate access to hospital treatment 

from around £15 a month 


Tong NHS hospital waiting 
JL/ lists seem to be a fact 
of life these days. They 
are currently at their highest 
ever - over 1.2 million. And 
many of those waiting are 
having to spend weeks, 
months, even years with 
painful conditions - not 
knowing when their turn for 
treatment will come round. 


How would you feel if you 
were one of those people? 

Would you still be able to 
work? If you had a family, how 
would they cope? It doesn’t even 
have to be a serious illness - 
conditions such as varicose 
veins, tom ligaments and gall stones are 
all very painful to live with - yet 
operations for these have some of the 
longest waiting lists of alL 

The sad thing is that so many people 
could easily have avoided long waiting 
lists - if they' had realised how a ffordable 
high quality private medical insurance 
can be, and how easy it is to arrange. 

>• 11 1 am indebted to ycu ^ . ' . 

; / fojrsayingmefit jmthe 
'' debilitating effect #f a * 

; long wart on theNffSP : . , 

* mu . *;:& a e-en lkh d ?: 

In fact cover with PPP healthcare Key 
Plan, one of our most popular plans, 
starts from as little as £15 per month. 

You’re covered for all new medical 
conditions from the very day you 
start your cover. And you could arrange 
everything over the phone. 

PPP healfheare Key Plan gives you 
a wide range of healthcare benefits, 
including immediate access to top quality 
private hospital treatment whenever you 
need it with eligible in-patient benefits 
paid in full 

Call us free, without 



One FREE call gives you a FREE no-obligation 
quotation plus £20 worth of Marks & Spencer 
vouchers FREE when you take out a plan. 


you’ll enjoy the comfortable surroundings 
of a quality private hospital You’ll usually 
have the privacy of your own room and 
other facilities. like your own television 
and en-suite bathroom - plus the 
convenience of being able to arrange 
your treatment to suit your own needs. 


1 Only PPP healthcare 

1 gives you all this.. 

HEALTH CHECK 

after two years and every two 
years after that. 


£100 PER NIGHT CASH FREE 
as an NHS patient 
up to £2,000. 

s/ 

24-H0UR HEALTH 

INFORMATION UNE 

direct to qualified medical 
professionals. 365 days a year. 


NEARLY 60 YEARS' EXPERIENCE 

of providing quality healthcare. 

y 

ANNUAL EYE TESTS 

worth £25 each year. 


BILLS SETTLED DIRECT 

so you're not out of pochel. 


YOUR PERSONAL 

ADVISORY TEAM 

to help with any query or claim. 



look after you when you're ill. Many 
of our plans include benefits which give 
you the best chance of staying healthy. 

Like our regular Health Checks. 
Most of our plans, including 
PPP healfheare Key Plan, offer you a 
professional Health Check every two years. 
This can give you valuable reassurance 
that you are in good health - or help 
detect any problem in its early stages, so 
that you can arrange treatment straight 
away and maximise your chance of a full 
and swift recovery. 

Our 24-hour Health Information 
Line is. staffed by health 
professionals such as 
nurses, midwives, 
health visitors 
and pharmacists. 

PPP healthcare 
members can call, free 
of charge, at any time of 
the day or night and receive 
expert help and information. 



Although this service cannot 
replace a visit to your CP when 
necessary, it can provide great 
peace of mind and relief 
from worry - as our members 
regularly tell us. 

Our commitnient to caring is 
at the heart of our service 

Should you become ill and 
need to take advantage of your 
private medical cover, you’ll want 
to know you can count on the 
best possible service. That’s why 
we allocate to you a Personal 
Advisory Team who will help 
you with your queries. They'll 
be happy to confirm with you 
exactly what you are covered for. 
so you have no anxieties about 
claiming. And they’ll help you through the 
claims process from start to finish. 

At PPP healthcare we even pay your 
eligible medical bills direct, so you don’t 
have to pay and then claim back. 

Call for your quotation now. 

No obligation. 

No medical examination. 

Why not find out how affordable it 
can be to enjoy the peace of mind of top 
quality private healthcare? 

Call us now for a free 
personal quotation -you’ll 
be under no pressure to 
take out a plan. We 
can even give you 
instant cover over 
die phone today, 
plus a 5% discount 
ifyou call and give 
your credit card number. 

So call now, or complete and return 
the coupon. 


Providing healthcare services 
for nearly 60 years 

A private healthcare company’s track 
record will give you a good indication 
of the level of service you can expect 

— — „ IUIWUV v .. ".“ V “ \ from them. PPP healfheare 

obligation, and we’ll give -anyrtians has been a healthcare 

specialist for nearly 60 
yeans. 

Today we are one of the 
UK’s largest healthcare 
..v.; providers, givi ng protection 

and peace of mind to over 2 million 
members in the UK. Last year we paid 
out over £1.6 million in claims every 
working day. 


Reply today for your no-obligation quotation and receive £20 worth 
of Marks & Spencer vouchers FREE when you take out a plan. 


Call Fre« 


°8°o 33 55 55 


you a free quotation and 
frill details of the plan 
that’s right for you. 

And when you decide 
to join, well give you £20 
worth of Marks &. Spencer vouchers with 
our compliments. 



Sam-8 pm weekdays. 9 am_1 P m Saturdays. Calls may be recorded. £20 of vouchers per household only. 


< S 0 Otre;,, 


SEND FOB A FREE NO-OBLICAflON QUOTATION AND INFORMATION PACK NOW TO: PPP huMlure; 
FREtnOST. ffPlKHive Upjx-'rvjn Riud Edsiboumr. East Suuoi BN 2 I I BK. No «|jmp K needed. 





Comfort and privacy 

With PPP healfheare, you can rest 
assured that should you need treatment 



c 

Address 


Telephone No. fDjvi 


Date of Binh f 

(Important.- we cannot yiwr you a quotation wfdwut this A ve.) 

Dju> of Birth t _ /- 

Name of other adult to he included 


Support when you’re well too 

PPP healfheare does more than just 


I 
I 

vioa «wn tarruiiY j'lftiq 

riba please ikkQ 


Number of children under 21 10 be Included 

Ifvou have a current healthcare policy, please give your renewal date i / 

«XCJM01U||» <*r™ Iron car/dlv -elated compiles ma, be ni ddrLov.«i If mi would prefer not a> iieAe these 


ri 


I df j h 




1 

Pi 

PPP healfheare" I 

chore to support you .1 

REP. 0978 J 
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Council left 
children at * 

risk in danger 


Nearly one in five 
children at risk of abuse 
were left without a social 
worker, according to a 
review of Sheffield social 
services. The Audit 
Commission has ordered 
it to. clean up its act. 
Glenda Cooper, Social 
Affairs Correspondent, 
examines its findings. 

ChfldreD and older people were 
left exposed to “unacceptable 
risk” because the authority was 
foiling to carry out its statuto- 
ry duties, a joint review by the 
Audit Commission and Social 
Services Inspectorate says today. 

Sheffield, the third-1 argest 
metropolitan district in Eng- 
land, has been given six months 
to implement “major and urgent 
action” to deal with the failings 
and shortcomings or leaders will 
be summoned by the health 
minister, Paul Boateng, to ex- 
plain themselves. 

The review found that of 535 
children on the at-risk register, 
93 were without an allocated so- 
cial worker and more than half 
had reviews overdue. 

“If you make a referral 
[about a child], nothing will be 
done.” said a statutory agency. 
“You have to push and push to 
get any response - you really 
have to chase them.” 

Hie report said: “It is unac- 
ceptable for any child on the 
child-protection register to be 
without an allocated social 


worker. It is difficult to under- 
stand how the authority’ al- 
lowed this situation to persist, 
given the nature of its respon- 
sibilities towards such children.” 

More than 2^00 vulnerable 
adults and elderiy people were 
waiting for assessments . and 
others, having -been assessed, 

‘ were waiting for services. This 
included SO stuck in hospital and 
takingup beds because thrir as- 
sessments had hot been done. 

Sheffield, more than other 
authorities surveyed, relies on 
residential care for the elderly* 
mainly provided by council 
homes. But the reviewers found 
three-quarters of residential 
homes had not been inspected '' 
by the council Users of serial 
services were much less likely to 
rate the help they received as , 
good than in other authorities 
and 15 per cent rated it as poor 
or very poor. 

The main difficulty the team 
found was that the authority 
lacked an overall strategy for re- 
sponding to its difficult finan- 
cial situation. Managers were 
often unable to get hold of in-, 
formation which would help. . 
them make necessary changes. . 

The council should also cal- . 
culate how much every service ■ 
provided costs, whether they are 
of good quality and whether ' 
they are effective. 

Sheffield City Council said 
it was taking “immediate action" 
to address the criticism of so- 
cial services and would be 
launching a three- year plan to - 
improve services across the 
board. 




'* 


Food firms hit by 
recruitment crisis 


According to style commenta- 
tors, food is Britain's new 
rock'n'roll. But despite the bur- 
geoning interest, food compa- 
nies are facing a recruitment 
crisis that could have serious im- 
plications for public health, 
wains an industry survey. 

Tb many school-leavers, the 
industry remains an ungl am- 
orous world of white coats and 
hairnets, and the result is an 
alarming shortage of qualified 
food technicians. 

A survey of 65 manufactur- 
ing companies by recruitment 
consultants Daniels Bates Part- 
nership for The Independent 
has revealed that 14 per cent of 
firms have no hygiene or qual- 
ity manager. Major companies 
said they were having immense 
problems recruiting staff. 

Tim Lang, professor of food 
policy at Thames Valley Uni- 
versity, said: “It’s very worrying. 
The food industry has got its 
highest-ever profile in peace- 
time and yet it needs to do some 
long and bard thinking about 
how it recruits graduates. Part 
of the problem is that food is still 
seen as a Jow-dass, low-wage 
economy.” 

Shirley Heaney, personnel 
manager of British Bakeries, 
said: “There is a misconception 
among young people that if they 
are training to be scientists 


they will be working in a labo- “\~ “ 
ratory. In fad. we are a lot more 
varied and exciting. They are. 
also put off by silly thing s like 
having to wear a hairnet 

“As taken we have got to get , - 

the message across that ... we £^jpf 
are at the cutting edge of some ' 
of the food fashions. We need 
creative people interested ill 
food to help us develop these 
concepts and ideas.” 

John Cridland, resourcing 
manager at HJ Heinz in Wigan, 

Greater Manchester, is also 
experiencing staffing problems. 

“It is very difficult to recruit 
good quality managers with 
relevant experience and man . - - 
management skills because -- 
there is a shortage of suitably. 
qualified candidates,” fie said. - 
News of- the crisis comes on ly:. £' 
the day the Government pubr 
lishes its long-awaited > - . 

Paper on the new, independent^^, i r 
Food Standards Agency. '■ /' £& \ 

On the BBC’s Food 
Drink programme last nigW^ A ;- 
Professor Hugh Peaningfo^^.lt-: . 
who carried out the invesiig^;£ 
tion into the E. coli outbreak™ v.V .. 
Scotland which killed 20 pcup&p'x, ' - 
said not enough Was being r 

to prevent further such Old.- 
breaks. Last year, a r&ardL /- • 

100,000 people suffered -Vi • .* ' 
food poisoning. T 

— Ian 



DA ILY POEM 

Thanksgiving 

By Derek Walcott 

Miraculous as when a small cloud of cabbage-whites 
circles a bush, the first flakes of the season *■ . 
spun oxer Brookline, on Beacon ; the afternoon lights 
would come on by four, but everyone-Said, “ 'So soon V ■ ; ^ 
at the multiplying butterflies, though it was late November, 
but also because they had forgotten the minute, . • . ’ 

though the trees were stricken and brief days ’ ember */" 

didn t catch in their firewood; they did not recall the ekuiorrbf- 

flakes and butterflies that their element ' " 

is a joy quickly forgouen. and thus With the fall 
certainly gone, the leaves dimmed, their flare spent, 
the old metaphor whispered to everyone's mouth; 
about age, white hair, the .Arctic virginity of death, ' 

that the flakes spun like ashes; but- before my heart tied 
my farewell confirmed by the signature ofvout breath, - ‘ - 
white butterflies circling, settling in your hair, that could saMe-T '' 

your closed eyelids trembling like cabbage-whites 

on my island road the sea ’s scales stuttering in the sun. 

Our Daily Poems until Monday 19 January (when the winner \ 
will be announced) come from the volumes shortlisted fafftari 
1997 T S Eliot Prize, presented by the Poetry Book Soriet 
AH the authors will take part in a - reading next Sundl 
18 January, at 730pm in the Almeida Thlatrc, London 
(box office: 0171 359 4404). This poem coraesfttM 
The Bounty (Eabcr, £7.99). Q Derek Walcott. 


! -s 



S'. . 































9/IN THE COURTS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 14 JANUARY 1M8 


0n, V a m ' rac le saved Docklands from devastation by bombers, jury told 


Two men went on trial 
yesterday accused of 
plotting the massive 
Docklands bombing in 
London which left two 
people dead and ended 
an 18-month IRA 
ceasefire. Jason Bennetto, 
Crime Correspondent, 
was in court to hear 
details. 


It was “little short of a miracle’* 
that an enormous lorry bomb 
packed with homemade ex- 
plosives only killed two people 
- when both men were blast- 
ed through two walls - the Old 
Bailey heard. 

The court was told details of 
dozens of injuries caused by fly- 
in g debris, including a woman 
who needed 300 stitches in her 
face and a family of three who 
were sitting in a car yards from 
the bomb. The damage was es- 
timated at £150m. 

Ulstermen Patrick McKin- 
ley, 34, from Newiy, and James 
McCardle, 29, from Crossma- 
glen, are accused of conspiring 
to cause an explosion likely to 
endanger life or cause serious 
injury. Both deny the charges 
relating to the explosion at 
6.59pm at South Quay, east 
London, on 9 Februaiy 1996. 
Mr McCardle has also denied 
murdering two men. 

John Be van QC, for the 



prosecution, said that Mr Mc- 
Cardle was one of the bombers 
and that finger, thumb and 
palm prints were found on a 
□umber of items that link him 
to the explosion. But he ad- 


mitted that there was no evi- 
dence to suggest Mr McKinley, 
a mechanic, was involved in 
planting the explosive device. 

He accused him of helping 
convert a flat-bed truck in 


Northern Ireland into a vehi- 
cle transporter that was later 
filled with tons of homemade 
explosive made from fertiliser 
and icing sugar. 

Mr Be van also outlined the 


impact of the bomb, which 
was detonated by a two-hour 
delay switch fitted with Semtex. 

A newsagent and his assis- 
tant, Inam Bashir and John Jef- 
fries, who failed to leave the 


area in time, died after being 
blown through two walls by the 
lorry bomb that was parked 
outside their shop. 

The massive explosion left 
a crater 32ft across and 10ft 


deep. Debris was found 300 
yards away. 

ZaouL Berrezag, his 17- 
year-old son and 14-year-old 
daughter, were injured as they 
waited in their car 40 yards 


The scene inside the Old 
Bailey yesterday as the case 
was outlined agamst James 
McCardle (left) and Patrick 
McKinley (right) 

Artist's impression: 
Enterprise News and Pictures 


from the bomb after finishing 
a cleaning job. 

Mr Berrezag, a 55-year-old 
Moroccan, suffered total loss 
of memory and had only made 
a marginal recovery. His son 
suffered facial injuries and a 
perforated eardrum. 

Another victim, Barbara 
Osei, had 300 stitches to her 
face and suffered penetration 
to her right eye. Dozens of oth- 
er people were hit by flying 
glass and debris. 

Mr Sevan said; “Inaccurate 
and, from the point of view of 
timing, wholly inadequate 
warnings were given by tele- 
phone to a number of people. 
Those warnings did not begin 
to give Lhe police sufficient 
time to warn and evacuate 
the many thousands of people 
at work and leaving work in the 
area." 

He said there had been a 
"dummy run" from Northern 
Ireland to Carlisle in January 
1996 and the following month 
it was driven to South Quay 
filled with explosives. 

The case, which is due to last 
about five weeks, continues 
today. 


Girl found body of 
murdered mother 
hidden inside carpet 


A Crown Court jury was told 
yesterday of the “ear-splitting 
scream" let out by a girl after 
finding her murdered' mother 
rolled up inside a carpet in the 
loft of her luxury home. 

Katie Hoskins, then 15, 
found the body of Glenda 
Hoskins after a police search had 
failed to locate her. Winchester 
Crown Court was told that she 
bad been asphyxiated in her bath 
by a former lover, Victor Farrant. 
whom the prosecution alleges 
bad carried out an attack on a 
prostitute, Ann Fidler, just two 
weeks earlier. 

Mrs Fidler was so badly 
beaten that her husband “recog- 
nised her as a human being but 
not as his wife” after she was hit 
about Lhe bead and after hav- 
ing her face smashed through 
the toughened glass of an oven 
door. She is permanently brain- 
damaged and can remember 
nothing of the incident 

Mr Farrant 48, a former 
builder, denies murdering Mrs 
Hoskins, a 45 -year-old accoun- 
tant from Fort Solent Ports- 
mouth, in February 1996, and 
attempting to murder Mrs F7- 
dler, 45, the former manager- 
ess of an escort agency in 
Eastleigh, Hampshire. 

Jeremy Gibbons QC, for 
the prosecution, said DNA tests 
on blood and semen linked Mr 
Farrant to the scene of both at- 


tacks. He also read details of im- 
prints taken from sheets of pa- 
per found in Mr Farrant’s flat 
in Portsmouth 

One, which Mr Gibbons said 
was intended for Mrs Hoskins 
to read before her death, read- 
“Take these instructions to be 
very serious. Fuck me about or 
refuse to do anything I ask and 
you will be tied up and gagged. 
I will not repeat myself. 

“You will not get a second 
chance. If I have to use violence 
to get what I want, 1 will. It will 
make no difference to me, I am 
going to get what I want either 
way. The choice is yours. 

“Be good and willing to me 
and you will come to no harm. 
I will be gentle, but remember 
you must show willing and be 
responsive." 

Mr Gibbons alleged that 
the letters were written as Mrs 
Hoskins was attempting to 
break off a three-year rela- 
tionship with Mr Farrant. 

He said an examination of 
Mrs Hoskins’ body suggested 
she had been pulled sharply by 
the ankles while in the bath. 
Then something was held over 
her mouth while she was suf- 
focated underwater. 

Her naked body, hair still 
"wet and bedraggled” was 
found by Katie when she and 
Tbny Hoskins, the victim's es- 
tranged husband, called police 


when she failed to return home 
from a business meeting. 

"Police had already been 
up there but then Katie went up 
and there was an ear-splitting 
scream." said Mr Gibbons. 

Earlier, the jury was told how 
Mrs Fidler, a prostitute who 
worked from home, was found 
barely alive by her husband, 
Brett, allegedly after a visit by 
Mr Farrant. Mr Fidler. who 
knew of his wife's business, re- 
turned home on 27 December 
1995 to find it in darkness. He 
went into the kitchen and 
turned on the light. 

"He saw a human being 
slumped in a pool of blood 
against the tumble dryer, but ... 
he could not tell who it was." 
said Mr Gibbons. Glass and 
blood, he said, were splattered 
around the kitchen. Mrs Fidler 
had massive head injuries and 
had to have pan of her brain re- 
moved. 

The court was told that an 
iron was used to beat her head 
so hard that it broke clear of its 
handle. The necks of three hol- 
lies used in the attack were 
found in a waste bin. .All bore 
Mr Farrant’s finger or palm 
prints. DNA samples from 
blood at the scene matched Mr 
Farrant’s. He was arrested in 
France in July 1996 and relumed 
to England in January last year. 

The case continues. 


Royal Navy officer cleared of 
shaking crying baby to death 


Royal Navy officer was 
sterday cleared of 
ling his baby daughter 
shaking her to stop 
r crying. Louise Jury 
xjrts. 


jury of eight men and four 
men yesterday cleared Lieu- 
tant Paul Chalmers of the 
[□slaughter of his five-month- 
l daughter Sarah after more 
in five hours of deliberations. 
Lieutenant Chalmers, 29, is 
w set to resume duty at Part- 
id Naval Base in Dorset, but 
nitted his life had been com- 
teiy chang ed by the 14-month 
leal since the baby died. 
“The drcumstances of the le- 
gation have changed tny life, 

: emotionally I'm still coming 
enns with it I don’t feel I have 
in able to grieve. I don’t know 
a the reason is. I just have not 
n able to show emotion," he 
L 

He told the Bristol court be 


could not recall the few seconds 
in which the alleged incident 
took place. After the case fin- 
ished he said: “I still cannot 
believe it now." 

The Crown had alleged that 
Lieutenant Chalmers, of Deb- 
ester, Somerset, had shaken his 
baby to stop her ciying after re- 
turning home after a hard day 
at work- Sarah suffered a brain 
haemorrhage on 8 November. 
1996, and died in Frenchay 
Hospital, Bristol, the following 
day after an emergency opera- 
tion was unsuccessful. 

Ian Pringle, for the prose- 
cution, said Lieutenant 
Chalmers, who also has a two- 
year-old son James, lost his 
temper while his wife. Maureen, 
was visiting neighbours. 

Prosecution witness Dr 
Hugh White, a pathologist, said 
the probably cause of Sarah's in- 
juries was “non-accidental", 
but conceded this was a "rather 
controversial area in medicine 
at the moment”. 

The British au pair Louise 


Woodward was accused in an 
American court of having shak- 
en Matthew Eappen. a baby in 
her care, causing injuries which 
led to his death. She was con- 
victed of second-degree murder, 
later reduced by the judge to 
manslaughter. 

Under cross-exam ination. 
Dr White said that caring par- 
ents might be "unaware of the 
dangers of shaking a baby". But 
he said the risk was now being 
raised bv agencies including 
the NSPCC.’ 

Neil Sweeney, for the de- 
fence. said the injury was a 
“tragic accident’’ and that Lieu- 
tenant Chalmers had not in- 
tended any harm. 

Recorder Mark Dyer ac- 
cepted a majority verdict and 
praised the jury for its close at- 
tention to the case. “Parts of the 
evidence were almost unbear- 
ably poignant." he said. 

As [he verdict was read out. 
Lieutenant Chalmers and mem- 
bers of his family broke down 
in tears. 
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Beckett woos 
the Peking 
money men 


Labour laid out its stall 
in Peking yesterday to 
persuade Chinese 
companies to invest in 
Britain. Margaret 
Beckett, President of the 
Board of Trade, launched 
a multimedia show for 
businessmen and 
officials, promising a 
‘warm welcome’. 

Teresa Poole reports on 
attempts to win a new 
source of East Asian 
investment for Britain. 


The investment trafl between 
China and Britain has so far 
been a one-way street, but Ms 
Beckett yesterday made a pre- 
emptive strike, preparing for a 
day when Chinese companies 
will follow in the footsteps of 
their Japanese and South Ko- 
rean counterparts and seek a 
foothold in Europe. 

**I know that it will not be 
long before your enterprises are 
ready to compete globally." she 
told a conference hall fuU of in- 
vited Chinese. “Your presence 
in the United Kingdom will be 
most highly valued and I very 
much look forward Lo welcom- 
ing more Chinese enterprises 
into ihe UK in what I consider 
your real gateway to Europe." 

So far there arc about 30 
small Chinese investments in the 
UK, ranging from the Inner 
Mongolia Erdos Cashmere 
Group to the Bank of China. But 
China has a total of 5.500 over- 
seas projects worldwide, the 
majority in Asia and Australia, 
and the British government is try- 
ing to catch the eye of Peking 
ahead of its European rivals, 
even if any significant investment 
is still several years away. 

Britain is alk) well aware that 
the economic meltdown else- 
where in East Asia will reduce 
projects from other countries in- 


cluding South Korea and Japan. 

China’s emergence as a 
countiy with money to' spend 
was evident at the weekend, 
when 30,000 Pekingers flocked 
to a two-day exhibition mount- 
ed by 100 UK universities and 
training colleges to attract Chi- 
nese students. Such was the 
unexpected interest that most of 
the prospectuses had run out 
by Saturday lunchtime. One 
provincial cadre from central 
China even rang up the British 
embassy recently saying he was 
interested in sending his daugh- 
ter to Gordonstoun. 

The exhibition was part of 
the “Britain in China 1998" 
campaign, which will cover 
everything from the Royal Na- 
tional Theatre's performance of 
Othello in Peking to a planned 
visit by lony Blair, the Prime 
Minister, later this year. The 
idea is to raise Britain's profile 
among the Chinese, most of 
whom still ask visiting Brits 
about the fog in London. 

Ms Beckett stressed that her 
visit was a “fresh start" to Sino- 
British relations, now that the 
Hong Kong handover was out 
of the way. Robin Cook, the For- 
eign Secretary, arrives in Peking 
on Monday, when he will have 
to make dear what Britain's new 
human rights-oriented foreign 
policy will mean for China. 

UK emphasis this week was 
firmly on the commercial rela- 
tionship, although no new deals 
were signed by the British busi- 
nessmen on Ms Beckett's mis- 
sion. She admitted that, while 
Britain was by far the biggest 
foreign investor in China, its 
trade performance “could per- 
haps do better" given the sub- 
stantial trade deficit with Chin a. 

British exports to China are 
far behind those of Germany, 
Fiance and Italy, although they 
did increase 26 per cent in the 
first 10 months of 1997 to 
£738.7m. Imports of Chinese 
goods into the UK during the 
same period were £2L04bn. 





Western products have become increasingly trendy in China. But will Chinese investors buy into the countries that make the goods? 
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... but for British firms, the Eastern honeymoon is over 


British investment in 
China has soared 
sevenfold in four years as 
companies seek low 
costs and new markets. 
But Teresa Poole visits one 
company that has 
shipped in a whole 
production line and finds 
that the move is not 
without its headaches. 


Chen Jingyuan thinks himself 
very lucky. The 32-year-old grad- 
uate engineer used to work for 
a Chinese state-owned printing 


factory. But in 1995. Britain’s 
lead ing supermarke t. plastic-bag 
manufacturer shut its factory in 
Telford. Shropshire, sacked the 
150 employees, and shipped all 
the machines to south China. It 
was bad news for British work- 
ers, a big gamble for the com- 
pany, and a great opportunity for 
the Chinese engineer. 

Mr Chen was hired by British 
Polythene Industries (BPI) to 
work in the new joint-venture 
factory and sent to Telford to 
learn his new skills from the very 
people who were about to lose 
their jobs. “There was fresh air, 
and it was green everywhere and 
very neat," he recalled fondly. 
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It’s what you want to know 


These days. Mr Chen and 145 
Chinese colleagues work on the 
production lines which used to 
sit in Telford. The Xinhui factory 
now chums out plastic bags at a 
rate of four million a day, car- 
rying such familiar slogans as 
“Fresh from Sainsbuiy’s" and 
“Keep Britain Tidy". Ninety per 
cent of the output ends up in 
British supermarkets, including 
Safeway, Boots and Mace. 

BPI pays well above local 
salaries, and has had four ap- 
plicants for every job. But Mr 
Chen earns just £2,300 a year, 
compared with the £21,000 or so 
he would cost BPI in Britain. At 
a nearby machine, 23-year-old 
Wu Jianming takes home about 
£1,100 a year, twice what be 
earned before at a state cement 
factory but a fraction of a British 
operator’s £8,000 package. 

It was these sums that 
doomed Telford, phis the fact tbal 
the raw material costs were 10 per 
cent lower in Asia. By 1995, near- 
ly three-quarters of northern 
Europe ’s supermarket bags were 
already being imported by BPTs 
rivals, mostly from Asia. Last year 
BPI dosed another United King- 
dom plastic-bag production line, 
cutting another 104 jobs and 
moving more machines to Xin- 
hui. The company’s UK plastic- 
bag production is now down to 
10 million a day. 

But raw accounts are not 
everything, especially in China 
where the best-laid business 
plan is at the mercy of govern- 
ment cadres. There are now 
more than 2,000 Sino-British 
joint ventures in China, ac- 
counting for actual investment 
of US$4.482bn (£2.S5bn) by the 
end of September 1997. But 
pledged investment plunged last 
year, by about 40 per cent. It is 
not only the British who are 


wary, the Chinese government 
admits foreign investment this 
year wfll fall by up to one-thinl 
The honeymoon is over. 

When BPI set up in Xinhui, 
a city of 850,000 people amid the 
industrial sprawl of southern 
Guangdong province, there was 
culture shock on both sides. BPI 
is pleased with its investment, but 
John Bunnell, head of the retail 
division, is clear about the prob- 
lems. “The delays caused ‘by 
Chinese bureaucracy are difficult 
to understand at first. The pace 
is that of a marathon rather than 
a series of 100m sprints.* 4 

A change in Chiba’s na- 
tional policy postponed the 
opening of the factory by five 
months. The joint venture 
agreement was signed in No- 
vember 1993, just as China im- 
plemented a severe credit 
crunch to cool the economy. 
BPI invested £3m for a 60 per 


cent stake while the Chinese 
partner, a Xinhui state enter- 
prise called High Point, took 40 
per cent in return for providing 
a newly built factory. 

But Chinese bank loans sud- 
denly dried up, and High Point 
could uot raise funds for the 
budding. Angela Wong, a suc- 
cessful Hong Kong business- 
woman in her mid-forties, had 
introduced BPI to High Point 
and Was chairman of the new 
joint-venture company. She des- 
perately tried to fix up funding 
and reassure BPI executives, 
“the BPI board had never been 
to China, and the shareholders 
did not understand why the 
project was not on time. That 
was the worst time I've faced in 
business," Ms Wong said. 

In fact for China, BPI has 
had a very smooth ride, thanks 
to MsYVbng, who identified a re- 
liable Chinese partner and also 


had strong contacts with the 
Xinhui government 

For the Chinese staff, most 
of whom came from the over- 
manned state sector, the biggest 
shock was being expected -to 
keep busy while on shift. “At first 
it was a bit tiring, but gradual- 
ly I got accustomed to h," Mr 
Chen said. Staffing levels at Xin- 
hui are the same as they were 
in Telford. “We are committed 
lo exactly the same standards of 
health and safety, welfare and 
hygiene.” insisted Mr BunnelL 
For BPI the learning curve 
has been worthwhile and more 
investments are planned. But, 
as the figures show, foreign 
companies are increasingly frus- 
trated by the struggle of doing 
business in China. As Mar- 
garet Beckett, President of the 
Board of Trade, said recently. . 
“Nobody makes money in Chi- 
na overnight." 



Joint venture: A machine operator at BPJ’s Xrnhui factory 
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Lift-off at last for 
Hong Kong airport 


Cook feels pinch 
over human rights 


V 
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One of the world's largest and 
most expensive airports will 
opea for business on 6 July, the 
Hong Kong government an- 
nounced yesterday. Although 
Sir Donald Tsang, the financial 
secretary, said Hong Kong In- 
ternational Airport was open- 
ing on budget and on time, it 
is a year behind schedule. 

Unlike most big infrastruc- 
ture projects, Hong Kong's air- 
port has not suffered from 
building delays, but political 
wrangling between Britain and 
China which marked the dying 
years of the colonial regime. 

Problems over financing the 
airport reached such an impasse 
that the former prime minister 
John Major was forced to go to 
Peking in 1991 to try to sort 
them out. 

He was furious to find him- 
self in a position of being the 
first Western leader to visit the 
Chinese capital after the 1989 
Tiananmen Square massacre. 

His visit barely moved the 
logjam. In the end. Peking got 


v 


its way. forcing the Hong Kong 
government to finance the 
HK$I55bn (£12.4bn) projecL 
largely out of its coffers rather 
than by long-term loans which 
would be repayable after Chi- 
na assumed control of the for- 
mer colony. 

The airport will eventually 
have capacity to handle 87 mil- 
lion passengers and 9 million 
tonnes of cargo a year. This is 
more than double the present 
passenger traffic at the exist- 
ing airport and will ifiefeaseear- 
go throughput sixfold. 

The government had been 
thinking of opening the airport 
in April, when Ihe terminal 
and runway facilities will be 
complete. However, a railway 
linking the new airport to the 
centre of town will not be fin- 
ished until the end of June. 

At a meeting of the cabinet 
yesterday members bowed to 
pressure to think again about 
trying to open the airport with- 
out the railway. 

— Steve Crowshow 
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Britain found yesterday that it 
had fallen uncomfortably be- 
tween two stools, with its part- 
ly robust, partly cautious policy 
on China. 

China attacked Britain in 
connection with a visit by lead- 
ing dissident Wei Jingsheng, 
who met Foreign Office minis- 
ter Derek Fatcbett on Monday. 
Foreign ministry spokesman 
Shen Guofang said that China 
had already made diplomatic 
representations: “No foreign 
government should make use of 
We'r Jingsheng to interfere in 
China’s internal affairs,” 

But Britain has gained few 
brownie points from human 
rights activists for arranging the 
meeting with Mr Fatchctt which 
was a form of consolation prize. 
Robin Coot the Foreign Sec- 
retary, had said he was too busy 
to meet Mr Wfci until after his 
return from Peking, in an ap- 
parent attempt not to offend 
China- Mr Wei expressed his un- 
happiness that “because of busi- 
ness, they want to keep a 


distance from me. I think it's a 
pity." A Foreign Office 
spokesman yesterday expressed 
“disappointment" at the Chinese 
complaint, but said that it was 
“nothing Out of the ordinary". 

Perhaps more than any-, 
where else except Saudi Arabia, 
China is where Mr Cook’s eth- 
ical foreign policy finds itself be- 
tween a rock and a hard place. 
China’s disregard for human 
rights is well known. But it is 
also one of Britain’s most im- 
portant trade partners. Britain 
is the leading European in- 
vestor in China. Margaret Beck- 
ett, the President of the Board 
of Trade, has just started a 10- 
day tour of China which in- 
cludes a sales pilch to Chinese 
investors for Britain as the 
“gateway to Europe". 

Mr Cook flies to Peking for 
meetings On Monday and Tues- 
day with the Chinese President, 
Jiang Zemin, and with foreign 
minister Qien Qichen From 
Peking, he flies to Hong Kong. 

— Steve Crawshaw ■ 
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Sacrificed: students who were pawns in Saddam’s game 


Iraq surprised and Infuriated 
Jordan last month by executing 
four Jordanian students accused of 
small-scale smuggling. The 
Independent has learnt that 
President Sadddam Hussein 
hanged them because he believed 
Jordan was plotting with a senior 
Iraqi general to overthrow him. 
Patrick Cockburn reports exclusive 
details of the quarrel between the 
two former allies. 


In early December, Jordanians, most of 
whom sympathised with Iraq m the Gulf 
war. were shocked to learn President Sad- 
dam had executed four Jordanian students 
in Baghdad. Their crime was to have 
smuggled car parts worth £530 into Iraq. 

Relations between Amman and Bagh- 
dad were good and Jung Hussein had ap- 
pealed to the Iraqi leader to spare the 
students. 

Angered by their execution, he or- 
dered the expulsion of Iraqi diplomats. 

Now the Independent has learned why 
the students were executed. Their death had 
nothing to do with their crime: it was re- 
taliation for -what President Saddam be- 
lieved was Jordanian involvement in a 
conspiracy against him. It followed inter- 
ception by Iraqi security of a letter from 
Jordan to Maj-Gen TMib al-Sadoum an 
Iraqi general, giving details of a plot. 

Gen W&fiq al-Sammara'i, former head 
of Iraqi military intelligence now in exile, 
told the Independent “Iraqi intelligence in- 
tercepted a letter from the Iraqi opposition 
to Gen al-Sadoun about a month ago. Sad- 
dam Hussein thinks the Jor danian gov- 
ernment knew about ihe ploL Therefore 
he killed the four students to send King 
Hussein a message.” 

Gen Sammara'i says Gen Sadoun. who 



worked in the headquarters of the ruling 
Baath party, was executed two weeks ago. 
There had been 10 other arrests, but he 
does not know the names of those impris- 
oned. Gen Sadoun came from a clan in 
southern Iraq. During the uprising against 
President Saddam in southern Iraq at the 
end of the Gulf war in 1941 the dan. which 
has many members in the army and intel- 
ligence service, remained loyal to him. 

The Jordanians executed on 8 Decem- 
ber were under arrest over smuggling car 


US retreats 
into a war 
of words 


The United States directed a torrent of 
fierce rhetoric towards Iraq yesterday 
following Baghdad's refusal to allow the 
new UN inspection team to visit suspect- 
ed weapons facilities. But much of (he fight 
seemed to have gone out of Washington's 
position, with the White House and the 
Pentagon saying that diplomacy was the 
prefen-ed solution. 


parts at a moment when the Iraqi leader 
wanted to vent his anger against Jordan. 
Gen Sammara'i says: “Saddam thought 
King Hussein was behind the plot.” A Jor- 
danian government statement read out on 
television after the students died refers to 
the failure of Jordan’s effort “to dissuade 
the Iraqi authorities from canying through 
their unfair decision to execute four of our 
citizens on a charge, which, if true, would 
not be punishable by more than a fine.” 

The parliament in Amman referred to 


This message was also conveyed by the 
US Secretary of State. Madeleine Albright, 
who said in a scheduled foreign policy ad- 
dress that “unconditional access” for UN 
inspection teams “has to be the [Security 
Council’s] bottom line”. While insisting 
that the US would continue to be “vigi- 
lant and determined” and would “not rule 
out any options”, she also blamed the US 


the executions as an ‘'inhuman” act in “fla- 
grant disregard” for human rights. A Jor- 
danian helicopter flew the remains of 
Rizq Bishara Riz, 32, one of those executed, 
to Amman. Two of the other Jordanians 
who died, Saad Yousef Doji, 35, and his 
brother Salah. 32, were buried in Baghdad, 
where their famili es live. Jordan said a fifth 
Jordanian, held on murder charges in 
Iraq, was executed the previous week. 

President Saddam had reasou to be sus- 
picious: Jordan was an ally of Iraq in the 


Iran-lraq war in the 1980s and King Hus- 
sein remained sympathetic during the 
Gulf crisis and war. The road from Bagh- 
dad across the desert to Amman is Iraq's 
main life-line. But in 1995 King Hussein 
gave sanctuary to Hussein Kamel, President 
Saddam's lieutenant and son-in-law, who 
fled to Jordan (later returning to Baghdad, 
where he was murdered). 

In 1996 the CIA persuaded King Hus- 
sein to allow Amman to be used as the base 
for a coup against President Saddam or- 


The way It was: Crowds on t‘;s 
streets of Amman, Jordan, 
demonstrating their support tor 
Saddam Hussein at. the outtr* 2 i.\ 
the Gulf war Photograph. P.ay <*_- 
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Congress for effectively undermining the 
US position by its continued refusal to pay 
back dues owed to the United Nations. 

“The failure to pay UN debts under- 
mined our leverage just as Saddam Hus- 
sein was challenging the authority of the 
Security Council," she said. Her remarks 
amounted to an acknowledgement by 
Washington that there was little chance of 


obtaining security council agreement to 
military action against Iraq so long as the 
US had not settled with the UN. 

The UN Security Council was due to 
meet yesterday to consider Iraq's objec- 
tions to the predominantly US and British 
composition of the new weapons team and 
its decision to bar access to selected sites. 
On Monday. President Clinton said he ex- 


pected the UN Security Council . * .- 
“strong and appropriale.aiiiojr it in- 
vented the team Ercim doing iir *>i- 
Defense Secretary Wiliam Colic:: ?•; AJ 
terday: “I think the US will eomiaoc r r 
sue diplomatic initiatives to the poir 
... we exhaust all reasonable .inilia: r e*. 
have not reached thal.pdintvct.' 

— Mary Dejevsfcy. Wnshfrp.r 



BEFORE YOU MAKE UP YOUR 
MIND ABOUT PERSONA 


Y ou may be aware of 
recent publicity in 
the media about 
PERSONA, some of which 
has been inaccurate. When 
anything new comes onto 
the scene it will always 
attract a lot of attention so 
it is important that you have 
the facts. 

WHAT IS 
PERSONA? 

PERSONA is a completely new and 
natural method of family planning 
which works with your body. 

On most days of the month you are 
not able to become pregnant. By 
measuring your hormones 
PERSONA tells you when you have 
the freedom to make love without 
using a contraceptive and when you 
should abstain. 

CAN I TRUST 
PERSONA? 

PERSONA is the result of 15 years 
research and it has been tested in 
one of the largest clinical trials ever 
conducted in Europe for contracep- 
tive products. 


Based on the data from these 
trials, PERSONA is 94% reliable 
when used according to 

instructions and as vour only 

method of contraception . This 

means that if 100 women use the 
product for one year, 6 could 

expect to become pregnant as a 
result of PERSONA incorrectly 
identifying the fertile period. 

WHAT DOES 
THE DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTH 

OF PERSONA? §||^ 

After an exhaustive 
study into the efficacy and 
reliability of PERSONA the 
Medical Derices Agency j;> 

welcomed it as a ;. : 

“useful addition to the range J Vaa.”.' 
of contraceptive choice”. 

Their appointed expert, ; 

who evaluated the 
PERSONA clinical trial ; 
said that it was one of 1 the best ’ 
he had seen and concluded that 
he “ accepted with -out reserv- 
ation, the results 


KNOW 

THE 

FACTS 


HI 


i'LRY.O*'* : 


WHAT DOES THE 
MEDICAL PROFESSION 
THINK ABOUT 
PERSONA? 

“A major scientific advance " - John 
Bonnar, Professor of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology, Trinity College Dublin. 

"A useful adjunct to our armoury of 
contraceptive methodology ” - John 
Newton, Professor of Gynae- 
cology, Birmingham Women’s 
Hospital. 

Plillll ^ aCura l family planning is 
an important choice for 
women. The Family Planning 
llg^pf Association welcomes the 
jlPpV availability of PERSONA in 
iJU'/.i* : contributing to that choice ” — 


; V>;.v : contributing to tnat 

•. " V'.'y. OAO.t \nn Weyman FPA. 








PERS(DNA } 

contraception that works with vour Bom © 

s - 0 0® 


WHAT DO YOU 
SAY ABOUT 
^7 PERSONA? 

.* ' There are tens of thousands 
of satisfied users of 
PERSONA in Britain and Europe. 

Listen to some of them: 

u Using PERSONA has given me peace 
of mind and a deeper understanding of 
my body " - Janine Routley, age 29. 


“I've been using PERSONA since <: i * 
launched and it makes me feel really 
touch with my body" - Laura Ahipotn..'. 
age 27. 

“/ used PERSONA far over a year. 1 vj 
it! No worries about the Pill. NV /■: i.v 
and mess with condoms" - Li> -ir 
Sherrington age 31. 

WHEN IS PERSONA 
RIGHT FOR YOU? 

Like most, methods of contracepti:--::, 
PERSONA is not* suitable . r. - 
everyone. - • . 

If maximum reliability is . \.jcr 

^ ” . 

concern then PERSONA is‘ m.v. 
you. If you are likely to have m-.Te 
than one partner then PERSONA > 
not for you "either. * 

But, if you are in a- stable relations!:: :• 

* ■ 

and may be planning to have a fair.i-v 
some time in-, the 
or are “sparing’’ yoiif children tLei: 
PERSONA is a very attractive. 

It is non-chemical non-invasive ar.-r 

works in harmony with your br/'v. 

* m * 

Speak to your doctor or iaiviiY 
planning advisor about it. 

For further information tail., dv 
PERSONA Careline ra . 0345*44 77. -14. 
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Barclay brothers to launch French weekly 


The weekly newspaper The Eu- 
ropean will give birth to a 
French daughter, L ' Europcen , 
this spring. 

The new magazine, also a 
weekly, will be the first attempt 


to sell a Europe-oriented pub- ceiepraLeu rrcacu icicvisiuii us |nu«-n«v *.-j ».v "*** * - riuroiohdis- man, Ms appouns-w ■ 

lication to French readers. If journalist, Christine Ockrent. Brothers and the installation of minimal staff of 30, plus free- former Tbry MP Geny 

successful, L’Europeen could Belgian-bora and also known for the former Sunday Times editor, lances. It has set a break-even tinetly Bntisft spectacjes^^ Malone as associate editor of 
be the forerunner of German, her strongly pro-EU views. Al- Andrew Neill, as the editorial circulation target of 80,000, The creation of L European. Mr Malone re- 

Spanish and Italian-language though the two publications will supremo of the group. which seems modest enough but is a switch of policy t cently failed to win the seat of 

dones of the same idea. share some resources, Ms Ock- Ms Ockrent said that her may be larger than the real cir- creation of a stable ot j _ ne ^P . ^iester after succeeding in 

Its parents are, politically rent was at pains to point out yes- own newspaper would take a dif- dilation of its chronically im- peTS which wmexamin Getting the general election re- 

soeakinp. an odd counle: 65 oer terdav that they would have ferent view but would not Slav- successful British progenitor. pean themes ana issues, T.. 1 * .-w^mirned in the courts. 


British financiers, the Barclay 
Brothers, who own The Euro- 
pean; 35 per cent will be owned 
hy the left-of-centre, .stoutly pro- 
European French newspaper. 
Le Monde. The editor will be a 
celebrated French television 


European, launched by Robert 
Maxwell in May 19S5, has al- 
ways taken a fiercely Euro- 
sceplical approach. So has the 
Ed inburgh -based morning 
newspaper. The Scotsman, since 
its purchase by the Barclay 


sister, the dummy version of the mission of the failure of ^ this sits more easily with 

new French paper partially takes ject as originally conceived by nationalistic, anti-federalist 
the form of a review, with ex- Mr MaxwelL He wanted to ere- Europe propagated by 

tensive translation, of articles ate a newspaper - ultimately a „ brot hets’ publications, 
which have already appeared in daily - that would be bought oy _ Andrew Neil, editor in chief 
other Enraoean oublkations. aD nationalities in Europe. Fer- c,. mn .nn and The Scots- 


other European publications. aD oationahties m Europe, rcr- European and The Scots- 

. The magazine will have a versely man. has appointed bis Wend, 


circulation target of 80,000, 
which seems modest enough hut 
may be larger than the real cir- 
culation of its chronically un- 
successful British progenitor. 

The launch of a French ver- 
sion of The European is the ad- 


successful, L’Europeen could 
be the forerunner of German, 
Spanish and Italian-language 
dones of the same idea. 

Its parents are, politically 
speaking, an odd couple: 65 per 
cent will be owned hy the right- 
wing, anti-European Union 


Belgian-bora and also known for 
her strongly pro-EU views. Al- 
though the two publications will 
share some resources, Ms Ock- 
rent was at pains to point out yes- 
terday that they would have 
separate editorial policies. 

The British version of 77je 


the former Sunday Times editor. 
Andrew Neill, as the editorial 
supremo of the group. 

Ms Ockrent said that her 
own newspaper would take a dif- 
ferent view but would not slav- 
ishly support the institutional 
European line. Unlike its British 


remain anchored in national 
markets and written in the ma- 


sult overturned in the courts. 

— John Lichfield, Ports 


EU team ready to 
leave for Algeria 


The European Union last night 
was finalising plans for an im- 
mediate mission to Algeria to 
discuss the slaughter in the 
country, amid reports that as 
many as 400 people may have 
died in the latest massacres 
dose to the capital, Algiers, at 
the weekend. 

After chairing a meeting of 
senior officials from the 15 EU 
states, Jeremy Greenstock, po- 
litical director of the Foreign Of- 
fice, said the delegation would 
“see what help" Europe could 
offer. It would follow the “troi- 
ka" formula, with representa- 
tives from Luxembourg. Britain 
and Austria, respectively the 
past present and next holders 
of the EU presidency. The 
team was “ready to go tomor- 
row," once it had permission 
from the Algerian authorities. 
The aim is to deliver a report 
to foreign ministers when they 
meet in Brussels on 26 January. 

But though it looks certain 
to go ahead, the visit will be ex- 
tremely delicate. “Fact-find- 
ing" is its real purpose - but no 
one can say as much so as not 


to infuriate the Algerian 
regime, for whom the very use 
of the term casts doubt on its 
insistence that the endless 
killing is anything less than 100 
per cent the work of Islamic fun- 
damentalist rebels. 

In public at least, Algeria 
maintains the greatest service 
the EU could render would be 
to clamp down on the exile 
groups in Europe. These, it 
says, provide the financial and 
logistical support that enables 
the rebels to continue a conflict 
which has taken an estimated 
75,000 or more lives since 1 992. 

In the latest carnage, at the 
village of Sidi Hamed south of 
Algiers, the government claims 
103 people were murdered and 
70 wounded. 

Reports in the normally 
tightly controlled local press 
suggest the death-toll was more 
than 4 00. This would make it the 
bloodiest single massacre of 
the war, bringing to 1.701) the 
total of victims since the Islamic 
holy month of Ramadan began 
on 30 December. 

— Rupert Cornwell 




Police admit 
Mexico 
massacre role 


Hostage at 
Tokyo Stock 
Exchange 


It took a Mexican police chief 
to confirm what everybody 
knew. Police turned a blind 
eye in the state of Chiapas last 
month while gunmen support- 
ing President Ernesto Zedillo's 
ruling Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party (PRI) massacred 
45 Indian peasants. 

In a new blow to Mr Zedillo 
and the party, Chiapas police 
commander Felipe \fazquez 
was charged with helping arm 
the gunmen with automatic 
rifles for the attack on sympa- 
thisers of the anti-government 
Zapatista guerrilla group, most 
of them women and children. 
He said he had been following 
orders bona unnamed superiors. 

Mr Zedillo also came under 
heavy criticism yesterday after 
Chiapas state police opened 
fire on townspeople protesting 
against the pre -Christmas 
massacre. A woman was killed 
in the incident in the town of 
Ocosingo. 

Mr Zedillo has already dis- 
missed his Interior Minister 
and the governor of Chiapas, 
both from the PRL over the pre- 
Christmas massacre and their 
failure to bring peace to the 
poverty-stricken state. 

A report by Mexico's Human 
Rights Commission said police 
must have easily heard nine 
hours of shooting from the 
hamlet of Acteal on 22 De- 
cember but turned a blind eye. 
Police officers helped them hide 
their weapons, the report said. 

— Phil Davison, 
Latin America Correspondent 


The economic ructions in Asia 
produced their most violent in- 
cident yet when an armed man 
took a hostage in the Tokyo 
Stock Exchange (TSE) because 
he was upset with the govern- 
ment's management of the 
economy and the penetration 
into Japan of foreign companies. 

Tetsuo Itagaki, a former 
member of an extreme right- 
wing organisation, gave himself 
up to police yesterday evening 
after a five-hour stand off on the 
executive floor of the stock ex- 
change building in central 
Tokyo. At 1pm, according to po- 
lice sources quoted by Japanese 
television, he bad entered the of- 
fice of Masahiro Abe, an offi- 
cial of the Finance Ministry, who 
oversees the running of the ex- 
change, and taken him hostage 
with a firearm. 

He asked to see the finance 
minister. Hiroshi Mitsuzuka, 
demanded that stock trading be 
suspended, and expressed anger 
at the government's handling of 
the economy which is perilous- 
ly dose to recession, dragged 
down by the currency crisis in 
south-east Asia and Korea. 

All afternoon, the streets 
around the TSE were sealed off 
and 400 riot police swarmed 
around the high-rise building's 
entrances. Hundreds of cam- 
eramen and reporters congre- 
gated and television helicopters 
buzzed in the sky but trading on 
the lower floors went on, and 
the exchange actually dosed up 
91.50 points. 

— Richard Uayd Parry, Tokyo 




Light on the matter: A full moon rising behind a crumpled hydro-tower, south-east of Montreal, damaged by the 
weight of last week’s ice storms; the severe weather caused a power crisis in eastern Canada Photograph: CP Photo 


Comfort for Jospin as crowds fail to 
turn up at Paris unemployed protest 


A few thousand people 
marched through Paris 
yesterday to demand 
better benefits for the 
unemployed. There were 
equally poor turn-outs in 
other French cities, a 
setback for a movement 
which has shaken the 
French government in 
recent weeks. John Lichfield 
joined the marchers. 


They had captured the sympa- 
thy of the French public and the 
attention of the media. They 
had provoked nasty cracks in the 
French centre-left government. 

The leaders of the month-old 
protest movement of the un- 
employed had to prove yester- 
day that they had. for the first 


time, stirred the massed ranks 
of the French jobless them- 
selves. 

On the whole they failed. 
Another attempt will be made 
on Saturday but the momentum 
may have been lost by then. In 
Paris, the police counted 4,500 
demonstrators and this, for 
once, seemed a generous figure. 
The Communist trade-union 
federation, the CGT counted 
10,000 but this was pure pro- 
paganda. 

There were some genuinely 
unemployed people in the Paris 
march, which passed, ironical- 
ly, through some of the wealth- 
iest parts of the capital. But the 
general impression was of a 
1968 veterans’ association re- 
union, a gathering of the stan- 
dard tribes of the French activist 
left: the hard-line Communists, 
the anarchists, the gays, and the 


greens. Demonstrations called 
in other French cities were 
equally unconvincing: only 200 
in St Etienne, a centre of high 
unemployment; only 500 in 
Toulouse. 

There was a bigger crowd of 
6,000 in Marseilles but, given 
the 3,000,000 unemployed peo- 
ple in France, the figures were 
not impressive. 

The protesters were calling, 
amongst other things, for an im- 
mediate increase in the mini- 
mum social payments of around 
£200 a month made to the 
young or long-term unem- 
ployed. 

Last week the Socialist 
Prime Minister, Lionel Jospin, 
set up a £100m fund for people 
in acute difficulties but then sent 
the police to break up a score 
of sit-ins in dole offices around 
the country. 


Yesterday's demonstrations 
were meant to take the protests 
on to a new phase. 

Richard Delhyre, leader of 
one of the three main unem- 
ployed pressure groups in- 
volved, put on a brave face. 

“We are seeing the start of 
something important, the un- 
employed standing up, for the 
first time, to insist that their dig- 
nity must be respected too." 

But others were clearly dis- 
appointed by the turn-out. An 
unemployed waiter. Hamo 
Kaci, 35, living on £55 a week 
in minimum social benefits, 
said: “The problem is it’s diffi- 
cult to motivate the unem- 
ployed to come to a march like 
this. Either they’d rather use the 
time to look for a job or they’ve 
already sunk - and I know the 
the feeling myself - into a kind 
of isolation and depression." 


Assassin to explain alleged links with Winnie Mandela 


Winnie Madikizela- 
Mandela may have 
thought her grilling by 
the Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Commission was over. 
But as Mary Braid reports 
any sense of relief was 
premature. 


A month ago, Mrs Mandela de- 
nied taking part in a string of 
murders, tortures and assaults 
carried out by her notorious 
bodyguards the Mandela Unit- 
ed Football Gub in the late 
1980s. 

But the evidence presented 


at the sensational nine-day pub- 
lic hearing is thought to have 
contributed to Mrs Mandela's 
failure to become ANC deputy 
president in subsequent party 
elections. 

New the TRC. set up to ex- 
pose the atrocities of the 
apartheid years, has called IS 
former members of the 
apartheid-era security forces - 
including Eugene de Kock. the 
most notorious state assassin, 
now serving 212 years at a max- 
imum-security prison - to ex- 
plain publicly their links with 
Mis Mandela. 

The latest hearings are ex- 
pected to take place place al the 
end of the month. Officially the 
commission says it wants to in- 


vestigate the extent of police ha- 
rassment and surveillance of 
Mrs Mandela but police wit- 
nesses may shed tight on 
counter allegations made at 
the original TRC hearings: that 
Mrs Mandela was not, in fact, 
a security police victim but a po- 
lice spy. 

Mrs Mandela is under no 
obligation to attend the new 
hearing but she is invited and 
her lawyers wiD be permitted to 
cross-examine witnesses. 

Along with de Kock, whose 
murderous activities earned 
him the nickname Prime Evil, 
the witness list includes a judge, 
crime squad officers and two se- 
cret agents, who will give their 
evidence in camera. 


Some of the security force 
members were named by wit- 
nesses in the original hearings. 
The TRC is reported to be 
seeking further information 
about the death of Themba 
Mabote, an associate of Mrs 
Mandela and, according to one 
witness last month, also her for- 
mer lover. Mr Mabote, who it 
is also claimed was a police spy, 
was killed by the security forces. 
De Kock, former commander of 
the secret police unit, Vlakplaas, 
is expected to be questioned 
about Mr Mabote's death. 

Other officers will be 
quizzed about the murder of Dr 
Abu-Baker Asvat and the dis- 
appearance of Lolo Sono, a 
Soweto youth. Mrs Mandeb has 


been accused of ordering the 
death of both. 

At last month’s hearings, 
two former secret policemen 
told the commission (hat British 
and US agents secretly helped 
the apartheid regime spread ru- 
mours that Mis Mandela was a 
child killer, an alcoholic and 
drug user. 

However, in a blistering at- 
tack on Mrs Mandela, another 
witness, Azhar Cachatia - a 
leading Light in the battle 
against apartheid - said that in 
the late 1980s many suspected 
Mrs Mandeb was a police in- 
former. 

Mr Cachalia was part of the 
leadership of the United De- 
mocratic Front which publicly 


distanced itself from Mrs Man- 
dela in 1989. He said eveiyone 
seemed aware that there were 
guerrillas and arms in Mrs 
Mandela's home and yet the po- 
lice never raided it. 

Others have speculated that 
the police were simply giving 
Mrs Mandela enough rope to 
hang herself and thus discred- 
it her jailed husband. 

Some of the football dub 
members were certainly work- 
ing for the police. Last month, 
police commissioner George 
Fivaz said that Jerry Richard- 
son. former coach of the soccer 
club - now serving life for the 
murder of teenage activist 
Stompie Seipei Moeketa - was 
a police spy. 
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The day he stood 
still? That’ll be the 
day. Kevin Efyot 
limbers up for the 
National Theatre 
premiere of his 
latest (but not his 
second) play 


Photograph: 
Kalpesh Lathigra 


National debut? Time to put the record, er, straight 


Call him gay, call him a 
writer, but whatever you 
do, never call Kevin Elyot 
a gay playwright. Oh, and 
while you're at it, don’t 
call ‘My Night With Reg’ 
his first play either. 

In addition to bagging both the 
* Olivier and the Evening Stan- 
dard awards for Best Comedy, 
Kevin Eiyot's My Night With Reg 
won him the 1994 Critics’ Cir- 
cle Award for Most Promising 
Newcomer. With his new play 
The Day I Stood Still beginning 
previews tomorrow at the Na- 
tional Theatre, Elyot is hardly 
about to start carping, but it 
must have rankled. “Most 
Promising Newcomer”? Twelve 
yearn earlier, he had waltzed off 
with the Samuel Beckett Award 
for his debut play. Coming 
Clean , at the Bush theatre. Iu 
1990, his TV drama Killing 
Time bad nabbed the Writers* 
Guild Award. And. in 1992, he 
had adapted Ostiovsky’syfrtott 
and Admirers for Phyilida Lloyd 
at the RSC. 

None of these successes 
spelt an end to his day (and 
night) job, however. Since leav- 
ing Bristol University drama de- 
partment in 1973, Elyot has 
maintained a steady career as 
an actor, tackling everything 
from West End roles to Edward 
Bond’s Stone, one of the earli- 
est plays commissioned by the 
now -defunct Gay Sweatshop. 
Indeed, calmly nibbling a cake 
in the National Theatre cafe, he 
points out that, while he hasn't 
acted for five years, he still 
hasn't entirely given up on iL 

"If something came along, 

I might consider it,” he opines, 
mock-loftily. “A nice cameo 
on camera.” 

Mind you, the thought of a 
stage role makes him shudder. 
Quite apart from the strain of 
rehearsals and eight shows a 


week, having now sal in the sad- 
dle, he’s not anxious to relin- 
quish the reins. 

“As a writer, in the theatre 
at least, you get treated better. 
I do think that being an actor 
can be slightly degrading. You 
have to be rather craven. I hate 
all that. As a writer, you have 
more control, you're in charge 
of the goods.” 

Elyot has been hedging his 
bets since his days at King Ed- 
ward's School in Birmingham. 
He studied piano to grade S, 
was a choirboy for years and, 
thanks to an enlightened 
teacher, was very involved in 
drama and wrote all manner of 
things. But acting was his ma- 
jor interest. 

“My Desdemona...” he 
breathes. “You could’ve heard 
a pin drop when I sang the 
‘Willow Song*. Actually, even 
then I had very dark eyebrows 
and I wore a long, blonde wig, 
I looked hideous.” 

To this day he is amazed 
that, at a school where acade- 
mic accomplishment or sport- 
ing prowess were the criteria of 
excellence, his dramatic en- 
deavours alone elevated him 10 
the status of prefect. 

It was not a role he relished. 
Guarded and softly spoken, 
he has never regarded himself 
as a clubbable type, although 


merely being a sixth-former 
granted him entree 10 some- 
thing called the Cartiand Club 
(“as in Barbara,” he quips), a 
room all set about with leather 
armchairs, which he barely vis- 
ited. The prefects, too. had 
their own room but he never 
went in. It set a pattern for the 
rest of his life. As a writer, he 
sees himself as out on a limb. 

“I'm vere happy about iL I'm 
not even part of any particular 
generation. Fm 46 and obvi- 
ously, not one of the up-and- 
coming young Turks. Fm 
certainly not like Stoppard and 
his generation, who have been 
megastars for decades, so I re- 
ally feel outside all that and vert 
liberated by it. I can plough my 
own furrow.” 

When Reg arrived in the 
West End. one or two com- 
mentators pigeon-holed it as 
part of the wave of gay plays. 
Elyot is uncomfortable with 
that too. which might lead one 
to accuse him of clinging 10 
Groucbo Marx’s line. “I don’t 
want to belong to any club that 
will accept me as a member" 
But he is not alone. Most gay 
writers dislike being margin- 
alised. “Of course I am a writer 
and I am gay. but that kind of 
characterisation is a way of 
belittling the writing. You’re 
kind of brushed aside, so that 


the discussion can then move 
on to 'serious' writing. But re- 
cently 1 found I'm not heing 
called a gay writer and I quite 
like thaL not because I have any 
problem with being gay. but be- 


faimly ludicrous about iL” he 
muses droUy. “Thai men have 
a penis that they might not have 
any control over ..." 

Unexpectedly, the loudest 
criticism came from tetchier sec- 


BY DAVID 
BENEDICT 


cause I just want to be judged 
along with everyone else." 

If people were to categorise 
“straight writers” in similarly ex- 
clusive terms, it might be dif- 
ferent. BuL either way. Elyot 
sees it as a dead end. 

“I think I've got almost 
nothing in common with oilier 
gay writers other than orienta- 
tion. Jonathan Harvey, forex- 
ample. is of a different 
generation and pursues his 
own ideas - no better, no 
worse, just diffcrcnL” 

A play about secrets and lies. 
Reg wrought considerable 
laughter and pain from Elyot ’s 
trademark tragi -comic writing 
about !■ iv e and particularly sex. 
“Sex is great, but J suppose I al- 
ways think there’s something 


lions of the gay press, who ha- 
rangued him for penning a 
supposed “Aids play" that de- 
moted the disease to the back- 
ground. "It's not ‘about Aids’. 
I can’t do that sort of writing." 
He tried it once. Beneath the 
spectre of the notorious Gause 
28. he wrote Consent for Queen 
Mary’s College in Basingstoke. 
It was a notably dangerous ex- 
ercise. given that the 16-year-old 
actors were technically under- 
age, but he was unhappy writ- 
ing an issue play in workshop. 
The result was certainly far re- 
moved from Reg, an elegant 
comedy of manners and mor- 
tality w hose title alludes to Eric 
Rohmer's cinematic conversa- 
tion piece. Ma Suit cht- Maude. 

The Da\ 1 Stood StiU is an 



Sofa so good: Richard Linton and Kenneth MacDonald in ‘Reg’, left; the cast of ‘Day’, right 


Sasha Gusov 


■equally finely crafted chamber 
piece, held together by a struc- 
ture playing games with time. 
Past and present are held up for 
inspection as Horace, the cen- 
tral character, faces up to a hid- 
den passion. Not a million miles 
away from Lhe central dilemma 
of Reg. it’s a subject that fasci- 
nates ElyoL “You could make 
the mistake of thinking my 
stuff is autobiographical. It is a 
biL but not totally. I’ve never 
written about the first person I 
fell in love with. In fact, I bad 
lunch with him a couple of 
months ago. He’s happily mar- 
ried with children, a terribly nice 
man. Do you know, when we 
met up, he'd just been to make 
a donation to a sperm bank.” 

Nevertheless. Elyot con- 
stantly returns to the lasting 
quality of early experiences. 
“There are lots of things 1 
thought when I was a teenag- 
er and. at the time, I remem- 
ber thinking. ‘When I’m older, 
they’ll change.’ Thirty years 
on. you realise you’re on exactly 
the same tract Of course your 
opinions change, but the gut 
thing lasts, the pattern is set. In 
The Day / Stood Still, liny triv- 
ial evenLs later assume massive 
importance. That’s part of the 
same thing." 

Although his writing has 
advanced pretty smoothly, 
there have been disappoint- 
ments. He was very unhappy 
with the finished version of his 
BBC adaptation of Wilkie 
Collins’s The Moonstone, the 
victim of endless budget cuts 
which continued right through 
production; his relationship 
with the producers and direc- 
tor fell apart. “1 had cut scenes 
fairly fast but they ended up be- 
ing given an unnecessary be- 
ginning and end. A rather 
paranoid, strange book be- 
came a lumbering period 
piece," he remarks, evenly. 

An even greater disap- 
pointment was the shelving of 


his adaptation of Alan Holling- 
hurst’s The Swimming Pool 
Library. “Regardless of the 
quality of my adaptation, the 
project was hot to trot. It was 
1994, Alan was up for the Book- 
er with The Folding Star. Reg was 
beginning to happen and it was 
such an audacious, celebrated 
book.” 

He believes it was a failure 
of nerve on the part of the BBC. 
“Naively. I’m still quite opti- 
mistic that, somewhere, some- 
time, it might stiU happen.” 
Meanwhile, he’s busy adapting 
Maupassant's Bel-Ami for film 
and about to nip off 10 Australia 
for yet another production of 
Reg (already seen as far afield 
as Japan, Mexico and Slovenia ). 

Not that he'll be interfering. 
“You can't nanny it along, you 
have to let them discover it for 
themselves.’’ That's the actor 
talking. The distinguishing 
mark of his plays is his rare con- 
fidence in leaving thi ngs unsaid, 
allowing the actors to finish the 


thoughts. Not only is that more 
satisfying ro act, it releases an 
audience's imagination, pulls 
them closer to the play's heart. 
No prizes, then, for guessing 
that he venerates Chekhov. 
He even went as far as writing 
a deeply private homage to 
Three Sisters , beguflingly enti- 
tled Paint Your Troika. 

“It was a one-off perfor- 
mance and I was the only per- 
son allowed to watch it,” he 
hastens to add. “The late I\;ler 
Whitman was Olga, whose 
character was visited by the 
ghosts of Bette Davies and 
Carol Channing. There was 
going to be a follow-up called 
The House of Bemarda Duck- 
worth, but somehow I never got 
round to that... but I might,” 
he threatens. “Though you’ve 
got to be in it to see iL” 

‘The Day I Stood Slid’ previews 
at the Cottesloe. RNT, South 
Bank, London SEL from to- 
morrow, and opens on 22 Jan. 
Booking: 0171-928 2252 


THE INDEPENDENT 

WIN Savage Earth 

-Watch it and Quake! 



A merry dance, full of incident but little action 


Han 


del* 


FIRST NI GHT 

Like a Dancer 

New End Theatre, London 

As the house lights dim, the wistful 
opening strain of Vaughan 
Willi ams 's In the Fen Country steals 
across the auditorium, tuning us in 
to the play’s location. Throughout 
Like a Dancer , playwright Barbara 
Hartridge uses hymns, popular songs 
and piano tunes to punctuate her 
1940s East Anglian tale, but this is 
no musical. Nor is it some peaceful, 
rural idyll. 

Martha is eking out an existence 
id a tithe cottage with her rough 


farm-labourer husband Bob. a 
teenage son and daughter and "the 
little ’uns”. She's desperate to keep 
their heads above the poverty line 
but one morning she unpacks a suit- 
case filled with hand-me-down 
clothes and discovers a flapper- 
style Twenties dress. More music 
floats in as she clasps it LO her body 
and d reams of her dancing days long 
gone, worlds away from the drab do- 
mesticity that surrounds her. Yei. as 
she snaps guiltily out of her rever- 
ie, we realise that her past not only 
betokens pleasure, but also secret 
pain. 

Despite all this, the family seem 
to be muddling along happily until 
the day when Bob throws his job 
away in a Et of pride, thus forcing 


them 10 up sticks. Tile first 2d min- 
utes or so ore oddly engrossing as 
Hartridge tenderly paints in the 
details of her picture of harsh do- 
mestic life buL unfortunately, she 
and her director John Ada ms can- 
not handle her own plot. 

Over-ripe melodrama swoops in 
as figures from Lhe past haunt the 
stage, threalening to expose 
Martha's dark secret. We learn of a 
child, bom out of wedlock, win » has 
been brought up by an aunt, hut lhe 
thriller-like structure over-balances 
everything. Crowded with incident, 
it’s full ol activity but lacks dramat- 
ic action. The arc ol the play sags 
with unnecessary scenes and the plot 
revelations are clumsy. Even when 
The cal is let out ol the hag. nothing 


is resolved, which leaves us with a 
continuing snap opera. Hence, de- 
spite an attempt at a climactic fin- 
ish. the play stops abruptly rather 
than ends. 

The unforced acting in the prin- 
cipal roles, however, is excel lenL 
Mark Wing-Dnvev brings weight and 
a threatening presence to lhe inar- 
ticulate husband and Adams coaxes 
excellent, truthful performances from 
Set a 1 Hickman and Philippa Stanton 
as the children wh« >. tossed between 
the demands of a violent father and 
guilt -ridden mother, grow up fast 
from carefree youth to learful ado- 
lescence . In the pivotal role of 
Martha. Amclda Brown bravely 
refuses 10 sentimentalise her char- 
acter and steerv a sure and effective 


course, all the more impressive con- 
sidering the play’s lurching tone. 

In the premiere of Caryl 
Churchill's Fen. Brown once gave a 
memorable performance as anoth- 
er straggling mother, but it's not just 
that coincidence which lends this 
production a sense of deja ru. Ji*s as 
if the atmosphere of Fen has been 
crossed with the biddcn-child plot 
tif Churchill’s Top Girls. Sadly. Like 
a Dancer lacks the skill and dramatic 
imagination of either. Sincerity, ef- 
fective dialogue and good acting are 
not enough 10 keep a play afloat. 
To 1 February. New End Theatre, 
Hampstead, London NW3. Booking: 
0171-794 0022 

David Benedict 


Savage Earth from VAroer Vision 
Video is Granada TVs critically 
acclaimed natural disaster 
documentary series. 

The video comprises of four 
episodes, Heir* Cruse, Restless 
Planet, Out of the Inferno and 
Waves of Destruction cover 

three and a half hours of 
astonishing footage in one video. 

Rimed in China. Columbia. Mexico, 
Japan. New Zealand. The 

Phffippines. Italy. Irafe, Iceland and 
USA. Savage Earth features the 
eruption of Mount St Helen, 
earthquake destruction in 

California and japan. die 

unpredictable moods of volcanoes 
and the havoc caused by the 
tsunami waves around the Patifit. 


Savage Earth skillfully combines the 
extra orefinary power and images of 
Strange and tranquil beauty with 
harrowing eye-witness accounts 
and moving personal te s ti m o n ies - 
the result being both educational 
and hair-raising! 

We have forty Savage Earth videos 
to win, do enter this competition, 
simply dial the number below, 
answer the following question on 
line and leave your name and foil 

address: 

Q: What b the name of 
the ‘fault' in San 
Francisco? 

Call 0930 563406 


CaJfe as 5Cip per minute at all Urns. Winners picked at random after lines Ctee 
1 5 January 199a. Usual Newspaper Publishing rules apply. Editor's decision Is final 
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Alien resurrection - the flares that never died 
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Oh my gawd - it’s the Seventies. 
They’ve remembered die decade 
that fashion forgot, writes Tamsin 

Blanchard. Photographs by James Cant. 

If. seen from here, the Seventies were your 
worst sartorial nightmare, then prepare to con- 
front it all over again. This week, Brxrgie Nights, 
the epic movie about the pom industry of Sev- 
enties West Coast America, starring Mark 
Wfohlberg as Dirk Diggler in brown Crimplene 
flares, opens at a cinema near you. 

And that’s not alL In early February, 
Sigourney Weaver takes to the big screen in 
The Ice Storm, a more cerebral stoiy set on 
America's East Coast in the earlier half of the 
decade, 1973 to be precise. Before you know 
it, youU be singing “Boogie Nights” and get- 
ting on down to your local Oxfam store in 
search of do thing horrors - baiter necks, boob 
tubes and gold Lurex galore; or, even worse, 
you'll be dragging out those relics of your youth 
that you couldn't quite bare to part with. Hor- 
rors of the haunted wardrobe! 

“They keep saying the Seventies are com- 
ing back,” says Sigourney, whose movie 
clothes are more Abigail's Party than disco 
fever. “They are not coming back. They 
could not come back. They would not be al- 
lowed in." This a woman who knows the mean- 
ing of horror and fear. Clearly, Alien 
Resurrection was a picnic by comparison. 

Sigourney may not be able to stomach men 
in big collars and hideously Seventies brown, 
rust, orange and gold. They don't do it for most 
people. But for those who didn’t live through 
the decade that style forgot, the Seventies looks 
remarkably, well, stylish. Of course, many of 
the decade’s fashions were downright ugly, but 
for young fashion folk, that is the attraction. 
Huge, rounded collars, wide, spoony-shaped 
shoes, chunky platforms, colossal flares, 
pearly green eyeshadow, and jarring colour 
clashes: just let us get at ’em! 

Of course, films such as Boogie Nights are 
a godsend to shops specialising in retro cloth- 
ing. The Pop Boutique has clothes from the 
Fifties to the Seventies: it is even doing good 
business in vintage tracksuit tops. A certain 
Fila tracksuit top like the one worn by Bjorn 
Borg sells for between £70 and £80, bobbles 
and all. Nylon shirts and polyester flares are 
also hot property, not to mention a tad moist 
and sweaty, too. Prices start at £14 JO for su- 
per fly-coUared shirts and £16 JO for the sort 
of pants that some of us hoped might never 
see the light of day again. A lot of Pop Bou- 
tique's customers are after clothes for one-off 
Seventies nights. Others are committed to the 
decade full time. 

London's clubland has also discovered that 
the Seventies are big business. The names of 
the “nights” say it all: Carwash. Voulez Vous, 
Starsky and Hutch. Groove Train and Good 
Times are just a few hot spots where a con- 
vincingly flyaway outfit is a free ticket to trip 
the light fantastic. 

At the Electric Ballroom in London's 
Camden Town on Saturday nights. Saturday 
Night Fever offers free entiy to anyone who 
makes an effort to dress up like John Travol- 
ta, or somebody from Abigail's Party. The In- 
dependent's stylist, Sophia Neophilou. took a 
suitcase of choice pieces from the decade to 
add a touch of fashion class to the retro club- 
bers. They all loved the dressing-up box. whose 
contents ranged from flared jeans to a silk, 
draped evening dress by Bill Gibb, a collec- 
tor's item and a snip at £175 from Steinberg 
and Ibikein on London's King's Road. Mark 
Steinberg has a keen interest in both film and 
fashion. Boogie Nights will undoubtedly in- 
crease demand for vintage Seventies clothing, 
although Steinberg attributes the revival to last 
year’s movie, LA Confidential, the jewellery 
for which all came from the London shop. 

“The Seventies has never really been out 
of fashion,” he says. And judging by the de- 
signers - including John Galliano and New 
Yorker Anna Sui - who have been scouting 
around shops such as the Fop Boutique for 
inspiration, the look is here to stay. 
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Where Robert De Niro 
rubs shoulders with 
Pavarotti and Del Boy 


There's fame present, 
past and wannabe. And 
then there are those 
who pretend. Serena 
Mackesy spent a night in 
the strange twilight 
world of lookalikes. 

The pavement outside 
Stringfeliow’s night-dub of- 
ten heaves with gawping Afinw 
of the World readers; but this 
crowd looked as though they’ d 
been hand-picked for slackness 
of jaw, dullness of skin. And as 
the limos pulled up, they rus- 
tled and grunted: “Ooh, ooh. 
It’s Lily Savage. Ooh! Men Be- 
having Badly 1 . Oozat? Diana 
Ross or Gloria Gaynor?” 

They couldn’t have been 
much more excited if it had, 
been the real thing. Which just 
goes to show that lookaliking, 
a job remit somewhere below 
drag-queening and above 
karaoke on the glamour scale, 
really works. Stringy’s was 
playing host to the Celebrity 
Lookalikes New Year Ball, 
organised by Celebrity Looka- 
likes. an agency with 200 
dressers- up on its list A few 
hundred bookers, backs, B -lis- 
ters and confused-looking 
Stringy's regulars were piling 
in through those sacred doors 
to have their hands pumped by 
Jaws bom the James Bond se- 
ries (one Gary Tiplady, com- 
plete with metal teeth) - an 
experience somewhat akin to 
getting caught between two 
sides of gammon - and, 
appropriately enough, drink 
ersatz champagne with the 
“stars”. 

My eye lighted on Chris 
Quinten. the former Brian 
Tiklley of Coronation Street. He 
looked frightfully busy. I 
turned to my companion. 
“Who on earth would want to 
hire a Chris Quinten iooka- 
like?” He looked closely, did 
a double-take. “No, that’s the 
real Chris Quinten,” The boy’s 
come a long way from 
Weatherfield. 

Descending the staiis to the 
basement dance floor were 
Patsy and Edina from Alb Fab. 
Patsy swigged from an empty 
champagne bottle, and they 

played their roles in grating Es- 
sex accents. “Ooh, darling, 
party.” “Ooh yes, darling. 
Look! Cliff Richard! Cliff! 
Hello, darling!” Cliff, slight 
and toothy, chatted to the 
Duchess of York and the late, 
great Princess of V6Ies. Nicky 
Lillie, one of the more con- 
vincing Dianas on the circuit, 
has been suffering a bit of a lull 
of late; most enquiries since 
September have been from 
American chat shows. The 
agency, though, expects Diana 
to take on the iconic status of 
Elvis or Marilyn Monroe once 
the furore has died down, and 
she may have a healthy second 
career opening supermarkets. 

At the bar. Robert De Niro 
fought Robert Mitcfaum and 
Clint Eastwood for the atten- 



Double vision: from top, 
Rodney and Del Boy, 
Pavarotti, Patsy and Edina, 
Lily Savage, Evans and 
Branson, Tina Turner, 
Laurel and Hardy Jason Bye 


tion of the staff. A cross- look- 
ing black guy with dreadlocks 
turned to his friend. “You 
know what she said to me? She 
said, “You look like someone. 
Who are you then?” “Bloody 
cheek." his friend snorted in- 
dignantly. 

I knew how he felL Earli- 
er, someone had pointed at me 
and shrieked “Barbra 
Streisand!” One of ary mates 
was nursing his ego in a cor- 
ner after being accused of be- 
ing Mr Bean. 

Holding my drinks aloft 
and catching the slipstream of 
a girl in a tutu. I bumped tum- 
mies with Pavarotti. He rolled 
his eyes. “I feel more like a 
Ford Escort than a Maestro." 
he said. In real life he is Col- 
in Miller, a florist from Bur- 
ton-on-TrenL He has gone to 
Llangollen with The Big Break- 
fast, and done two hours’ work 
for a Swiss TV company that 
garnered him £1.200. 

“People want to touch you 
and have their photo taken 
with you. In Llangollen this guy 
from new Zealand said he'd 
waited for years to meet 
Pavarotti, but now he’d met 
me, he didn’t mind.” The two 
P amm v Andersons, mean- 
while, marching around in 
identical Barb Wire suits, nip- 
ples akimbo, simply looked like 
normal Stringy’s punters. 

Rodney and Del Boy 
grabbed a Pammy and posed 
for a picture, Rodney pointing 
his headlight specs down her 
cleavage. “What’s it like befog 
a lookalike, then?” I asked Del 
Boy. “Lovely jubbly,” he 
replied. 

“How much money can 
you make from this game?" 

“Woooer.” He tapped the 
side of his nose. “Can’t say. No 
income tax, no VAX know 
what I mean?” 

At which point, the crowd 
surged forward to watch Hot 
Spice, “the UK’s top Spice 
Giris tribute band”. We sat on 
a step to watch on a screen, 
and a tutu’d waitress ap- 
proached. “Excuse me, can 
you not sit on the stairs, 
please?” “Where can we sit, 
then?” “I can get you a table \ 
if you like.” “Oh. OK.” "You'll j 
have to buy champagne.” she j 
said firmly. Heading for the l 
exit, we passed Tbm Cruise and I 
his lovely wife, who stood, in j 
shocking breach of protocol, j 
with their backs to Princess j 
Madge. A man was question- \ 
ing them. “There’s a lot of j 
speculation,” he said, “that you j 
are gay and you are a lesbian." j 
“I’D have to have a few beets ! 
before I answer that,” said \ 
Tom. Nicole wrinkled her Jove- j 
ly Uttle nose. “No comment,” j 
she said frostily. 

Two giris looked sourly at j 
the screen as the Spicies j 
slapped bits of themselves to j 
“Who-who-who-who-who do \ 
you think you are?” “Well.” f 
said one, eyeing Ginger's vpl, ! 
“You can tell it’s not them. I 
Geri would never wear knick- ! 
ers under her catsuit.” 



The Sultan of psycho is not afraid 


Faye Sultan works with 
terrifying people and 
leads an amazing life. 

Ann Treneman met her, 
read her book and has 
her telephone number. 
And so does Ben, but he 
mustn’t tell Brenda. 

Faye Sultan looks an entirely or- 
dinary person. Black and while 
jacket, black trousers, fortyish, 
long hair, American accent, 
easy laugh, sensible shoes. She 
is a forensic psychologist and 
makes the predictable joke 
when I suggest she sit on the 
couch. I point to the tape 
recorder. “Of course I don’t 
mind. I’m a shrink. We get 
taped all the time!” By the 
time the tape is turned off any 
idea that faye Sultan and the 
word “ordinary” should ever ap- 
pear in the same sentence again 
have been removed. For ever. 

For starters she knows many 
of the sickest murderers in 
America and these are not 
passing acquaintances, it may be 
her job to find out what makes 
these people - most would say 
monsters - tick but surely this 


does not need to extend to such 
things as giving them her phone 
number? This becomes even 
more puzzling when she tells me 
that having an unlisted number 
is her one attempt at privacy. 
What is the point of an unlist- 
ed number if the likes of Ho- 
race Benjamin Beech, a 
schizophrenic double murder- 
er whose alternative personal- 
ity is named Brenda, can ring 
at any time? Faye Sultan is care- 
ful to explain the rules to me: 
“Ben is allowed to call my 
house but Brenda is noL I don’t 
want to talk to her. She is real- 
ly not very nice.” No, evident- 
ly not. After all she killed two 
elderly women in North Car- 
olina. Not the kind of person 
you want to have a chat with. 

“You know I’ve never been 
in danger because of any of 
those people.” says Faye rather 
patiently. “The danger does 
not come from the defendants. 
It is from the general public.” 
During a controversial trial her 
office can gets death threats. 
When she speaks out against the 
death penalty there are more. 
She says that this speaks vol- 
umes to her: “This says to me 
that we live in a terribly, terri- 
bly, terribly violent culture.” 


Actually she may have added 
a few more “teniblys” in there 
and soon I know why. As a child 
growing up in New York and 
Long Island she was beaten 
regularly and blamed for just 
about everything by her moth- 
er and step-father. She escaped, 
via the kindness of strangers and 
teachers, to university at the age 
of 16. She is not in contact with 
her mother and is convinced that 
only the luck of the draw sepa- 
rates her from the defendants 
she visits in prison. Monsters are 
made, not bom. Evfl is not in our 
genes, it is in our homes. Nor is 
murder only something that 
criminals indulge in. The state 
kills too, though Faye Sultan 
does her best to stop it doing so. 

1 ask if people call her a 
wishy-washy liberal and she 
laughs. “How about bleeding- 
heart candy ass? That is the most 
common phrase. People say to 
me, bow can you make excuses. 
I say this isn’t about excuses, my 
job is to explain. My job is to pre- 
sent to juries those factors which 
lead this individual down this 
path. Besides the defendant I am 
the most unpopular person in 
the courtroom. ft can be very un- 
pleasant. I gel yelled at and 
screamed at and spit on. By 


whom? The attorneys. Some- 
times I think you’d have to 
come from a pretty terrible 
background to think it was an 
OK way to spend a day.” 

It occurs to me that she 
might be right and then she 
erupts again. “But it is very im- 
portant that they hear the truth 
about how this person became 
this monster. He wasn’t 
hatched. He was cultivated. We 
don’t want to hear about how 
we did the grooming. Often 
when I am testifying I am 
watching jurors cry. They don’t 
want to hear iL I didn’t either. 
But we are building prisons as 
quickly as we can and at some 
point we need to figure out how 
we breed violence.” 

Faye Sultan wrote a book 
about this called The Making of 
a Monster. No one wanted to 
publish it Then her co-writer 
had an idea. Why not put the 
same ideas into a thriller? And 
so they did: it is called Over the 
Line and the heroine is suspi- 
ciously like Faye Sultan. It all 
has the distinct air of a “made 
for TV” movie. But Faye her- 
self is more interesting than that 
because she knows more than 
her fictional heroine with the 
terrific cheekbones and worry- 


ing nightmares will ever know. i 
She has seen a man die in the | 
gas chamber. She has inter- § 
viewed a “sane” man who had s 
to be chained to the wall so he | 
wouldn’t hurt her. She has met 
Benjamin and Brenda and 
many many more. 

A lot of the time, she says,. ] 
Benjamin sits with his back to 
her. “He says things like: I rj 
come and I go, I come and I go. I 

If I ask him how he is, he says f 
I don’t know. Isn’t that sad? He . f 
doesn't knew.” Then one day -JHt : 
Ben turned and looked at an f. 
umbrella and said: “What a £ 
lovely dress that is,” and Faye [< 


Sultan knew that another per- C 
sonality had entered the room. 

I look confused and she ex- Y 
plains: “The reality is that part » 
of my job is to sit with someone Y 

until they are ready to connect | 
-and that can take hundreds of ® 

hours - and part of Mr Beech * 
connecting was that he let us j- 
meet this woman who had com- t 
mitted all these murders and she ^ 

apparently thought the um- I 

brellawas a very nice dress.” See £ 
what I mean? Extraordinary. !' 


'Over the Line' by Faye Sultan 
and Teresa Kennedy is published • 

by Fourth Estate at £9.99. 5 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Night Time Security 
with our Dusk to 
Dawn Pluglight 


17 SH 


Whether you're away on ho&dsy, coming home 
after dark or waking up in the middle erf the night, 
this pluglight is the perfect dusk to dawn Bght 

Simply plug into a socket and leave it switched on. Once dusk 
fans, the neon Bght wBI automatically switch ttsett on until the 

morning, when ft nil] turn SsdfoffagalrLldeaIasacomfMtlight.lt 
gives a warm orange glow which Is bright enough to see by but wBI 
not keep you awake. Suitable tor bedrooms, landings and hallways, 
ft makes a great security device when you are away on holiday or 
coming home lafa in the evening. 

Extremely economical to run, the long 
life neon bulb should never need 



to use aB around the home. Available 
tor Just £7.95 each including p&p, there is 
a special discount on a pair at £14.50 
incp&p. 


HOW TO ORDER 

CBrtBtah (01483) 2044W far oeefi 
caidoitiBis and eoquktos. Send 
mm wnpMBd coupon wifi crossed 
tfwquftfcostal oidere. NOCASH 
P*mm » THE NDEPBOBff DUSK TO DAWN 
PUUGUGHT OFFER 4£AL HOUSE 
UTTLEMEARCRANLBGH, SURREY GU6 BNDl 
W a defter to sttwsw In M (JK only Please slow 
ap to 26 days tar defray from race** at ottier. 
fl«um wflhfci 7 days tor nfuvJ B not convMdy 
UtirfadOAeraufajadtoanifabBy 


Please send me: 

I enclose a crossed cheque/postal cider (address an the bade] 
made payable to; NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING IND 066 or please 


Dusk to Dawn Plugins) 9 £7.85 each Inc p&p. 

R aide) Of Dusk to Dawn PtugUghts O £1450 each inc p&p. 


debit my MaetercaixVVea account with the sum of £. 
My card No. is m n Expiry data 


Mr/Mrs/Mtss: 
Address: ’ 


ftwtcode: 


Signature: 


I Serero: Tiff BTOH’SaiOT DUSK TO DAHNPUJGUfflfTOBBl 
J JJEM. House, UTfetneed, Crarfefgh. Suney GUB 8fCL 
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Prase DCK ms trad you anna wteti m mcrae iubbb naanm fmn 
NEWWW35 PUBUSS*® t« *r fcw» wmponfaa mrertby 
NEWSWPEBPUflUSHNQPLC 
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Now that the first fine layer of dust 
is forming on the fat file oo my desk 
labelled "DIVORCE”, a Uttle nor- 
mality is beginning to return to our 
weekends: Bunny and 1 can spend a 
morning poo ding between chicken 
house and kitchen. Buster can cycle 
round the yard for hours, singing tune- 
lessly, with a demented boxer dog 
bouncing under his wheels. I can take 
all of Saturday morning to make two 
loaves of bread, drink coffee and flick 
through the Next catalogue. And 
there are other kinds of normality, too, 
new little homely rituals to do with 
VNG tying in bed and listening to The 
Smiths (no, really, it's nice), watching 
The Simpsons en famille on Fridays, 
dancing round the kitchen to disco hits 
of the Seventies (Bunny and Buster 
are now word perfect on "Dee Eye, 
Ess Cee Oh”). 

But just as we are all settling into 
a new groove of domestic ordinariness, 
I can see that another upheaval is in- 
evitable; because this new Ufa deserves 
more than just a kind of improvised 
camping out in the ruins of the old. 
We are going to have to move. 

When Beloved first went, I thought 
I could scrape him off the surface of 
this house like steamed lining-paper 
off a bathroom wall. I used his desk- 
top to make a tree house for the kids, 
put the wedding photos behind the 
spare room wardrobe and painted 
what had been our bedroom a colour 
he would have loathed (bright orange 
with distressed gold window frames. 



BELO VED AND BON K: 

Diary of a divorce 


No, I'm serious. I did). And to my sur- 
prise it’s been pretty successful. After 
the firs: few months I stopped seeing 
the Beloved holograms in doorways, 
because the furniture and colour 
schemes in them didn’t match the new 
look of the house. But what I can't 
change, without bulldozers and plan- 
ning permission, is the outside. The 
lane sine-waving up the hill like a 
brontosaurus’s back will always be the 
lane where he told me he was leav- 
ing. The wood I see from my bedroom 
window will always be the place 
where we took our last walk together. 

There’s VNC’s feelings to be con- 
sidered. too. We have made just one 


public appearance in the village to- 
gether, at the end-of-term carol con- 
cert at Buster’s and Bunny’s school. 
We were late, so our entrance was 
rather higher profile than planned, 
and the compare-and-contrast looks 
VNC had to endure would have been 
enough to chill any ordinary man’s 
marrow. We need to go to a place 
where Beloved and I haven’t danced 
at the PTA ceileidh. 

The other reason for leaving is 
VNC’s job. He’ll be working long, 
hard, out-of-doors-hours too far away 
to commute daily. He could do if 
weekly. But I’ve done that one. I've 
got the T-shirt, the pop-up book, the 


I 


matching bikini, the video and of 
course the divorce to prove it. I don’t 
want to do that boyfriend-girlfriend 
stuff of catching up with the edited 
highlights of each other’s lives over 
dinner out in your best frock once a 
week. 1 want to do w aking up on a 
TUesday morning with a cold sore and 
bad hair and still being able to say 
“Good morning” as if you mean iL 

But to get our fresh start togeth- 
er in a new place we have to go 
through the excruciating process of 
selling and buying a house. We have 
to go to Planet Estate Agent where 
every lawn is laid, every bathroom is 
a benefit and every house a property. 

Thank God Tm used to iL IVe 
done it on average every three years 
since I was seven, so one more time 
around won’t hurt. Buster and Bun- 
ny. however, are not so laid-back. 
VNC and I are, of course, the high 
priest and priestess of the path to new 
domestic enlightenment, Buster and 
Bunny are only reluctant postulants. 
Like all children they are profound- 
ly conservative, so the unknown ter- 
ritory of new schools, new friends and 
new houses is about as inviting to 
them as a holiday at the Chernobyl 
reactor. Selling the house and dove- 
tailing that with buying the right new 
one will be like CSE dumpling-throw- 
ing compared with the A-level physics 
of convincing the kids that it’s a neat 
deaL 

Stevie Morgan 
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Uilian Bohny (Billie Dove), 
actress: bom New York M 
May »W3; married 1923 Irvin 
Willat (marriage dissolved 
1929), 1933 Robert Kenaston 

(died 1973; one son, orte 
adopted daughter), 1973 John 
Miller (marriage dissolved); 
died Woodland Hills, 
California 31 December 1997. 


Billie Dove was one of the 
greatest stars of the silent days 
of Hollywood. At the end of the 
1920s she was voted, with Clara 
Bow, as America’s most popu- 
lar actress, and at the bees office 
exceeded even the drawing 
power of Mary Pickford, Glo- 
ria Swanson and Greta Garbo. 
The singer Billie Holliday 
named herself after her. 

Billie Dove was bora Tinian 
Bohny in New York City in 
1903. (Her brother, Charles, be- 
came a cameraman in Holly- 
wood.) Her parents were Swiss 
immigrants. She visited Switzer- 
land as a child, and spoke Ger- 
man before she spoke English. 
'^Her parents were Lutheran 
\and their church organised 
sports events; the girls on the 
basketball team called her “Bil- 
lie”. The family lived far from 
the theatre district, but nearby 
was an open-air movie house, 
known as an Airdorne. Here she 
was entranced by serials and was 
smitten by Bobby Harron in The 
Birth of a Nation. 

“I bad always liked the 
movies,” she told the film his- 
torian W illiam Drew. “All of the 
girls wanted to be in the movies. 

I didn't warn to be. I knew I was 
going to be. Fm not psychic, but 
there have been instances in my 
ijiife when I have been absolutely 
^"sure of something and this was 
one of them.” 

A neighbour worked as an 
extra at Fort Lee, across the 
Hudson from New York City, 
and Billie's mother had her 
registered at the studios. One 
of her first appearances was in 
Joan of Plamburg ( 1918), a Ma- 
bel Normand picture. The di- 
rector instructed her to rash up 
to her brother and kiss him. She 
couldn’t wait for the picture to 
come out so she could surprise 
her friends. As it happened 
the surprise was hers; the cam- 
eraman had merely pho- 
tographed her legs. 

Billie was an exceptionally 
beautiful girl, and was in great 
demand as a model by such em- 
*Jnent artists as Charles Dana 
,'Uibson. Howard Chandler 
Christy and James Montgomery 
Flagg, who called her “The 
Dove” because she was so love- 
ly yet so shy. “Billie Dove" soon 
became her professional name. 




The Dove’ in 1928: ‘so lovely yet so shy*. In one month she received 37,320 fan letters, beating Clara Bow'S record Photograph: Hulton Getty 


The impresario Florenz 
Ziegfeld saw her portrait in an 
advertisement and called her for 
an audition. Still determined to 
break into pictures. Billie 
haughtily informed him that she 
had no interest in being a cho- 
rus girl, so Ziegfeld gave her a 
featured role. Her timing could 
not have been more propitious. 
Eddie Cantor, the star of 
Ziegfeld Follies of 1919, had 
gone on strike with many of the 
girls and Ziegfeld had to replace 
them in a hurry. 

On the opening night, Billie 
was met at the stage door not 
by a suitor carrying flowers but 
by her mother. Billie told her 
firmly that she knew how to get 
home on her own, and her 
mother never did that again. Yet 
it was one of the few hints she 
ever had of her concern. Her 
parents displayed no affection 
towards her or towards each 
other. They had separated be- 
fore she entered show business 
and neither of them revealed to 
her the facts of life. The result 
was that she was dangerously 
naive; at the onset of her peri- 
ods. she was convinced she was 
dying. Alarmed by what she 
heard from her far more so- 
phisticated showgirl friends. 


Billie decided to avoid sexual en- 
counters until she was married. 

Ziegfeld she considered a 
kind man, but be had a firm rule 
that any girl moonlighting in pic- 
tures would be fired. Billie took 
the risk of playing an extra 
role to help anoiher girl who 
had double-booked. The film 
people offered her more sub- 
stantial parts and she resigned 
from the Follies. She met a 
press agent who exploited her 
Ziegfeld training by booking her 
in for personal appearances 
with her pictures. The scheme 
led to a year s contract with 
Metro, and a platonic relation- 
ship with one of the heads of the 
studio, Joe Engel. 

Her second picture for that 
company was All the Brothers 
Were Valiant 1 1923). with Lon 
Chaney. The director was Irvin 
Willat: he had fallen for Billie 
Dove from his first glimpse in 
the Follies. Willat was the Sam 
Peckinpah of his day: he had 
won notoriety for a propagan- 
da film in which a U-boat com- 
mander was skinned alive. He 
cast Dove in this whaling store, 
shot in San Francisco Bay. 

“We were on location for a 
whole month and all the way 
back it was manv me. marrv me. 


marry me, many me.” a million 
times until 1 finally said “yes" 
just to stop him. But 1 liked him 
- 1 liked everybody." 

On her next picture, at Fox, 
her leading man was John 
Gilbert, who would eventually 
succeed Valentino as the Great 
Lover. He also entreated her to 
marry him. “I said, 'Sure*, not 
kidding exactly, but, of course, 
I wouldn't have married him. I 
wouldn't have mareied any ac- 
tor, as a matter of fact, no mat- 
ter how much 1 liked them. But 
he took it seriously.” When 
Gilbert was reconciled with his 
wife, Leatriee Joy, the produc- 
er Paul Bern was despatched to 
break the news. Billie Dove 
couldn't have cared less. She 
was having the time of her life. 

She and Wfllai were married 
in 1923. "We were fine." she 
said, ambiguously, "but it was 
not the son of love you have in 
marriage." She spent much of 
her time in the Mojave Desen, 
making westerns with cowboy 
stars like Tom Mix, Hoot 
Gibson and Jack Holt. "When- 
ever one western was finished, 
they’d say. ‘Where is Billie 
Dove?' and the next day I'd 
he in another one. It didn’t 
make any difference to me. I 


was in motion pictures and I 
loved it.” 

In 1925, while making Wild 
Horses Mesa (with a 15-year-old 
Douglas Fairbanks Jar), she 
met the famous author Zone 
Grey. “He wrote me a beauti- 
ful letter in which he said that 
I was so much like his favourite 
character." 

The previous year. Dove 
had staned in Zane Grey’s 
Wanderer of the Wasteland , di- 
rected by Willat and shot en- 
tirely in two-colour Technicolor. 
It was this picture which led to 
her most celebrated role in an- 
other early Technicolor film. The 
Black Pirate { 1926). directed by 
A1 Parker. Douglas Fairbanks 
had wanted Evelyn Brent or Es- 
ther Ralston - there was even 
talk of his using a non- 
professional - but he was so im- 
pressed with the way her flaw- 
less complexion photographed in 
colour that he gave her the 
pan. "All I did was stand round 
and look scared, but it was a 
good picture, really good. The 
colour in it was so beautiful. 
Every scene was a work of an." 

Mary Pickford, then married 
to Fairbanks, would not permit 
him to kiss any of his leading 
ladies in a picture, and she 


stepped in. wearing Dove’s cos- 
tume, for the final clinch. 

Her next picture was at Uni- 
versal - The Marriage Clause 
( 1926). directed by Lois Weber, 
one of Hollywood's few women 
directors. Td never heard of 
her before, but she was the best 
director I ever had. If I'd had 
anything to say about it, I would 
have had her direct all my pic- 
tures." She was rewarded by ex- 
ceptional reviews. 

Weber also directed Sensa- 
tion Seekers ( 1926). in which she 
played a flapper, lb the amuse- 
ment of the crew, it turned out 
that Dove did not smoke and 
had to be taught how; unfortu- 
nately this was enough to hook 
her on nicotine. Willat was a 
fanatical anti-smoker and it 
helped to break up the maniage. 

After working with Eddie 
Cantor and Clara Bow in Kid 
Boots ( 1926). Billie made a pic- 
ture for Harry Cohn -“it was the 
first picture Columbia could get 
into a big house, not because of 
me. but because of Bert Lytell". 
By this time, all the studios 
were after her. She considered 
MGM. but realised she would be 
playing the same roles as Nor- 
ma Shearer. So she signed with 
First National. It was generally 


assumed in Hollywood that she 
was to play tb* lead as the 
world's most beautiful woman in 
Alexander Korda's satire The Pri- 
vate Life of Helen ofTrvy, but he 
gave the role to his wife, Maria. 
She was hardly convincing, and 
Korda returned to Billie Dove 
for three more pictures with 
much more success. The New 
Y'ork Times critic, Mordaunt 
Hall, wrote that she played in 
these films with “consider- 
able.charm and intelligence”. 

In one month she received 
37320 fan letters, beating Clara 
Bow's record But she discovered 
that stardom meant brutally 
long hours -she often had to stav 
at the studio until midnight and 
be up next morning at five. Her 
marriage came under further 
strain. “We never bad any big 
fight Still it wasn't, a passionate 
love affair. So we had a sensible 
agreement to separate and I 
went to live with my mother." 

One of Hollywood's myths 
alleges that Billie Dove was a ca- 
sualty of sound, but she made 
the transition so well that First 
National extended her contract. 
She made a total of 11 talkies. 

She bad legions of admirers. 
Marion Davies, mistress of 
William Randolph Hearst and 
another Follies veteran, intro- 
duced her to Howard Hughes, 
a multi-millionaire industrialist, 
movie producer and aviation en- 
thusiast who was still only 22. 
The tall, gangly young man 
simply stared at her. “I thought, 
'Good God! is this the guy 
they're talking about who's 
making Hells Angels?' I was glad 
when he left the table.” 

Dove only realised he was se- 
rious when he appeared at 
every nightspot she went to. 
“Then I got to know him and 
found out that he was brilliant, 
charming and had a lovely sense 
of humour." Wfflal, however, re- 
fused to give Billie Dove a di- 
vorce - “1 was very much in love 
with my wife," he said. “She was 
a great girl. My friend [Hugh- 
es] decided he wanted her,and 
he had so much more money 
than 1 did and 1 think she did 
much better. She never married 
him of course. It was belter for 
her but worse for me. because 
she had so much to do with 
helping me.” 

In 1930, in one of the most 
extraordinary transactions in 
Hollywood history, Hughes 
paid Willat $325,000 in thou- 
sand-dollar bills to give Billie a 
divorce. “I begged Howard not 
to,” said Billie Dove, “but there 
was nothing I could do once he 
gave the money to Irvin. I felt 
like I’d been bought and sold." 

Dove had become dissatis- 
fied with her pictures at First 


National. Howard Hughes 
bought up her contract but her 
first picture for him. The Age for 
Low (1931), was an embar- 
rassing flop. She was happier 
with Cock of the Air (1932), 
which exploited her talent for 
comedy. Alas, the Hays Office 
found it too risqul and insist- 
ed on savage and damaging cuts, 
and this flopped as well. Some 
historians consider that Hugh- 
es ruined her career. 

After three years they split up. 
Dove steadfastly reftised to reveal 
why. “It had nothing to do with 
any man and nothing to do with 
any woman - it was really such a 
tiny thing that you wouldn’t be- 
lieve it if I told you.” Hughes is 
said to have regarded her as the 
love of his life and they re- 
mained on friendly terms. 

She had never flown with 
Hughes, being afraid of aero- 
planes, but now she took flying 
lessons. She met Robert Ke- 
naston, a handsome young mil- 
lionaire rancher, who invited her 
on a round-the-world trip. On 
her return, she was persuaded 
by Irving Thai berg to play with 
Marion Davies in Blondie of the 
Follies (1932). She regarded her 
part as the best of her career, but 
when the picture was run for Mr 
Hearst, he growled, “WslJ. it’s 
a good Mlie Dove picture”. Pan- 
ic followed this verdict; the fi- 
nale was scrapped, writers were 
offered to change the suny to 
boost Marion Davies's part and 
Billie's role was transformed. 
“When it was finished I was the 
heavy and I never played a 
heavy in my life. I think I would 
have sued but Marion and Mr 
Hearst were my friends and I 
couldn't do that to them.” 

Blondie of the Follies was Bil- 
lie Dove's last picture, although 
she insisted that her retire- 
ment was not the result of that 
disappointment. She married 
Bob Kenaston in 1933 and her 
son, Robert Allen Kenaston, be- 
came an actor. She adopted a 
daughter, Gail. 

Dividing her time between 
Los Angeles and Palm Springs, 
Dove took up painting and 
writing. She was an avid read- 
er, she had met Scott and Zel- 
da Fitzgerald at the Willat 
house and Dorothy Parker had 
inscribed a book; “To Billie 
Dove - God loves her, I do, 
too!" She was also fascinated by 
poetry. She took a course in cre- 
ative writing at UCLA and be- 
came a successful author under 
the name Lillian Kenaston. She 
received many awards; the one 
that amused her most she re- 
ceived in 1962 for an advertis- 
ing slogan. Her first prize was 
a small part in a movie. 

— Kevin Brownbw 


Ramon Sampedro 


Ram6n Sampedro, 
campaigner: bom Porto do 
Son, Galicia 5 January 1943; 
died Boiro, Galicia IZ January 
1998. 


"^amon Sampedro, a sturdy 
40ung seaman about to be mar- 
ried, went for a swim at his lo- 
cal beacb in Spain's remote 
north-western region of 
Galicia. But that day in 1968 he 
misjudged the familiar shore 
and, dashed upon rocks, he 


was paralysed from the neck 
down. 

The next 29 years he lay 
paralysed in bed, dependent on 
his family for every need He be- 
came something of a national 
hero in his tenacious campaign 
for the right to receive help to 
die with dignity. Sampedro was 
the first Spaniard to battle in the 
courts for the right to assisted 
euthanasia. 

With constant good humour, 
he explained that his life as “a 
head attached to a useless scrap 


of flesh” was actually a torment. 
“I am trapped in a dead body. 
My life is absurd and mean- 
ingless. As u rational person L 
want a rational death.” 

Sampedro staned his fight in 
1993. In 1994 he appealed to 
Spain's Constitutional Court, 
which dismissed his case on a 
technicality. He then went to the 
European Court of Human 
Rights who said that the re- 
sources of the Spanish courts 
had not been exhausted. 

Meanwhile the Netherlands. 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEAT HS 

DEATHS 

X3ARCROFT: Professor Henry, aged 
,^j 3 vears, peacefully at home on 11 
' Januarv. Funeral Service at the Free 
Church. Central Square, Hampstead 
Garden Suburb, on Wednesday _1 
' January at 2pm- Family flowers only. 
Donations to North London Hospk*. 
do Leverton & Sons. 624 Finchley 
Road, London NW1 1 7RR. 0181 45a 
4992. 

Annouiteamenes far Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS shouWbe 
sent in writing to the GMetteBStor, 
The Independent, I Canada Square. 
Camry WharC London EM 5DL, 6de- 
ohew to om-293 2012 or fined co 

g^2tt<kanda»dm«*a££«.S0 
« line (VAT extra). 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Pdneeat Royal, President,- Rqjsd 
Yachting Association, attends the In- 
ternational Boat Show, Earls Court Esin - 
bition Centre, London SW5; as Patton. 

British School of Osteopathy, opera IK** 
n ew premises, 225 Borough High Street, 
London SEl; and, as President, Britan 
Knitting and Clothing Export CwirtflL 
tends tiv British Apparel Export Awards, 
the Royal Lancaster Hotel London W2- 

i Chaining of the Guard 

* The Household Cavalry Mounted R*s<- 
mcm mounts the Queen's Lite Guard at 
Horn Guards, I lam. 


Birthdays 

Captain Sir Alastair Aird, Comp- 
troller to Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother. 67; Professor Sir Melville 
Arnett, cardiologist. 89: Mr Peter 
Rarkworth, actor, 69; Miss Carol Bek 
1 nm y_ executive director of Linkst 56; 

Mr Richard Briers, actor, 64; 
Baroness Brooke of YstradfeUte, 
former vice-chairman. Conservative 
Party, 90; Lady Byford, former pres- 
ident, Conservative and Unionist 
Association, 57; Lord Catto, presi- 
dent, Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
Group. 75; Miss Faye Dunaway, ac- 
tress, 57; Mr Michael Foster MP, A; 
Miss Maina Gielgud, ballerina. 5 j; 
Mr Brian Hardie, cricketer, 48; Sir 
Martin Holdgate, president. Zoo- 
logical Society of London, 6 k 5it 
A rthur Hoolfc solicitor and former 
chairman of the College of Law-, 74; 
Mr Jack Jones, singer, 60; Professor 
Sir Hans Koraberg, former Master 
of Chrisr's College. Cambridge. 70; 
Mr John Lever. Headmaster, Can- 
ford School Mr Wurcn Mitchell, 
actor 72; Mr Trevor Nunn, theatre 
director. 58; Sir Nefl Pritchard, for- 
mer ambassador to Thailand, 87; Sir 
Venian Seccombe. chairman, Ply- 
mouth Hospitals NHS Trust, 70; 
Mile C 3 t«ina Valente, guitarist ana 
singer, 67; Mr Bill Werbermuk, 
snooker player. 42; Sir John Wood- 
cock, former HM Chief Inspector of 
Constabulary, 66: Mr Roger Young, 
chief executive, Scottish Hydro- 
Electric. 54. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Benedict Arnold, soldier 

and traitor, 1741; The Rev Wilson 


CarHe. founder of the Church Army. 
1847; Pierre Loti (Louis-Marie- 
Julien-VIaud). novelist, 1S50; Dr Al- 
bert Schweitzer, missionary surgeon. 
1875; Hal Roach, 01m producer and 
director, 1892: Sir Cecil Walter 
Hardy Beaton, photographer and 
stage designer, 1964. Deaths: Ed- 
mond Halley. astronomer. 1742; 
John Pindar (.'-Peter Pindar’), physi- 
cian and poet. 1819; Jean-Auguste- 
Dominique Ingres, painter. IS67; 
Lewis Carroll (Charles Lutwidge 
Dodgson), author. 1898; Humphrey 
De Forest Bogart, actor. 1957; Anais 
Nin. writer and poetess. 1977. On 
this day: the Great Frost Fair began 
on the Thames, 1205: Norway was 
ceded to the King of Sweden by the 
ICing of Denmark. 1814: an attempt 
was made on the life of Napoleon II I 
by ftlice Omni, an Italian revolu- 
tionary, 1858; an earthquake in Ja- 
maica destroyed Kingston and killed 
over 1,900, 1907; the musical show 
The Bov Friend was first produced. 
London, 1954; the law requiring 
motorists to wear seafaehs was made 
permanent. 19S6. Today is the Feast 
Day of St .Antony Pucci. St Bar- 
basymas or Barbascetnin. St Datius. 
St Felix of Nola. St Kenu'gern or 
Munno. Si Macrina ihe Elder. The 
Martyrs of Mount Sinai and St Sava. 

Lectures ! 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Mi- 
randa Neave. “Early lSih-centun 
English Silver". 230pm. 

Tate Gallery: Jonathan Blackwood. 
“The Ne» Enclish An Hub and 
Camden Town Group: approaches to 
British piming”. I pm. 


the American state of Oregon, 
and .Australia's Northern Ter- 
ritory all gave permission for as- 
sisted deaths. In November 
199b Galicia's provincial court 
of La Coruna agreed 10 reopen 
Sam pedro's case and. with a 
clutch of helpers and a special 
vehicle suppfied by an associa- 
tion for the handicapped, he 
made a rare son ie to attend the 
hearing in person. But this too 
ended in disappointment. 

Sampedro staned to write “to 
stop myself fn >m going mad” by 


using a pointer held in his 
mouth, and in 1 996 he published 
a book. Canos Jesde el hifiemn 
("Letters from Hell”), about 
his experiences, his feelings of 
bitterness and his desire to die. 

Sampedro had an extraor- 
dinarily alert and sociable per- 
sonality. One miserable 
November day in 1996 he par- 
ticipated in a television de- 
bate in the Galician capital 
Samiagu de Compostela. The 
wild westerlies were howling 
and he joked that they must 


wrap him up warm as he felt 
the cold. 

After the show, he asked me 
to light him a cigarette, and with 
it damped between his teeth, his 
gaze warm and lively, he ex- 
plained why he drew no comfort 
from the Church. “It's all right 
for those who feel protected and 
guided by their religion, but I'm 
an agnostic. I’m a sailor, I love 
liberty. All 1 want is a welcom- 
ing harbour after death, a haven 
from this arid life that is for me 
only suffering." As he was 


wheeled back 10 his vehicle 
through horizontal sleet, he 
smiled and said “I can feel on my 
face. Give me a kiss." So I did. 

Some months ago, be re- 
solved to decide his fate, and 
moved into the nearby house of 
a woman friend. A secret au- 
topsy will determine the cir- 
cumstances of his death, but a 
letter and video apparently in- 
dicate that his desire for a dig- 
nified, assisted death was 
eventually fulfilled. 

- Elizabeth Nash 



Sampedro: “letters from heJP 


LAW REPORT: 14 ianuary 19<>8 


Appeal will only lie where conviction is unsafe 


The Court of Appeal no 
longer had the power, since 
the amendment of section 
2(1) of the Criminal Appeal 
Act 1968 by the Criminal 
Appeal Act 1995, to allow an 
appeal against conviction if it 
did not think the conviction 
was unsafe but was dissatisfied 
In some way with the trial 
process, since there was no 
longer room for the separate 
notion of an “unsatisfactory'* 
conviction. An accused who 
had changed his plea to guilty, 
following a ruling by the trial 
judge allowing the admission 
of prosecution evidence which 
made the case against him 
factually overwhelming, was 
not entitled to appeal against 
conviction, since his change of 
plea was not “founded upon’ 
an erroneous ruling by the 
judge. 

. -Itelkk. i'-'i a**': Cc-»" 

- 1 ApCft.S' "rv v .'" 1 1 l V.- i'-.ii-i; 1 1 1 Lor-' 

i.j: ’-i- f-v* ■ 

- | d. |C - DCCvHitf. 1 


The Court 1 if Appeal dismissed 
Ihe appeals of Tony Michael 
Chalkley and Tony Brisbane 
Me Ewan Jeffries against their 
conviction*, on 30 October of 
conspiracy to rob. both men 
having changed their pleas to 
guilty after a ruling by the tri- 
al judge that the prosecution 
cnulJ adduce evidence of tape 
recorded conversations which 
were highly damaging to Ihe 
defence case. 

Itiuul/ii Cassell QC (Registrar of 
Criminal .-ipfieals 1 for Chaikin; 
Thomas Brown < Registrar of Chnu- 
JwM/yv.f/s ifnrjtfinc\ Howard \tor- 
rium {Crown Pweaaiim Semcc) for 
ihe (. nwii 

Lord Justice Auld said that the 
solo tost in deciding an appeal 
against conviction under the 
new section 2( 1) of the Crim- 
inal Appeal Act 1 9nS. substi- 
tuted by ihe Criminal Appeal 
Act l 1 * 1 ?. vi as whether the 
conviction was unsafe. 


Section 2( 1 ) in its old and 
new forms respectively entitled 
the Court of Appeal to quash 
as unsafe a conviction based on 
a plea of guilty where the plea 
was mistaken or uninformed or 
without intention to admit the 
truth of the offence charged. In 
the case of the old form it was 
commonly said that a convic- 
tion might also be quashed 
where the plea was “founded 
upon” a material irregularity, 
or, it was submitted for the ap- 
pellants. an erroneous ruling on 
a point of law. 

A plea of guilty could be 
said to be ■■founded upon” 
such a ruling where, once the 
error had been corrected on ap- 
peal. the uppellam could not in 
law have been convicted of the 
offence charged on the admit- 
ted facts, or. on a broader in- 
terpretation. where the plea 
had been influenced by an er- 
roneous ruling of law, Thai was 
the meaning urged upon the 


court on behalf of the appel- 
lants, and was that which the 
Court of Appeal and the 
House of Lords had apparently 
been content to apply, in the 
absence of the point being 
taken, in R v Khan (Sultan) 
[1995] QB 27, Ci and [19961 
3 WLR 162. HL. 

However, the earlier au- 
thorities and three decisions 
of the Court of Appeal, R v 
Eriemo [1995] 2 Cr App R 
206, R v Bachu (unreported, 
18 November 1994) and R v 
Greene (unreponed. 8 April 
1997) demonstrated the log- 
ical imperative of the first, 
narrow, construction of the ex- 
pression “founded upon”. The 
good sense of preferring that 
narrow interpretation lin- 
gered on even with regard to 
the new test of safety of a con- 
viction under the new section 
2 ( 1 ). 

It had also been suggested 
that the appellants' pleas of 


guilty had been induced by op- 
pression by the police in ob- 
taining the evidence and that 
the circumstances of the ruling, 
taken as a whole, entiUed the 
court to go behind their pleas. 
Such a suggestion necessitated 
a return to the removal of the 
word “unsatisfactory” from 
section 2(1) of the 1968 Act as 
a ground of appeal against 
conviction. 

Whatever might have been 
Ihe use by the court of the for- 
mer tests of unsatisfactori- 
ness and material irregularity, 
they were not available to it 
now, save as thought process- 
es leading to a decision on the 
safety of the conviction. The 
court had no power under 
the substituted section 2( 1 ) to 
allow an appeal if it did not 
think the conviction unsafe but 
was dissatisfied in some way 
with what had gone on at the 
trial. 

- Kate O'Hanton, Barrister 
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The teachers will not take lessons from Blunkett 
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David Blunkett is in danger of slipping into 
a very alluring trap - the not uncommon 
ministerial delusion that you can transform 
Britain’s schools by exhorting teachers to 
do what you think is right. Strange that one 
of Labour's most estimable and politically 
sensitive ministers should be so misled,- but 
the signs are »nmktalrah)i» 

The overwhelming majority of teach- 
ers are deeply committed to their- work, 
and urgently want their children to suc- 
ceed. But they have very firm views about 
what they believe are the best ways of mak- 
ing progress. At training colleges and on 
teaching practice they learn ways of man- 
aging classrooms and learning pro- 
grammes, and then they go into a 
classroom, and for the rest of their teach- 
ing lives they are more or less on their own. 
For most, classroom autonomy is greatly 
treasured, and with some justice: we all 
know that the best teachers are those who 
develop their own unique style, and are 
allowed to get on with it in the way they 


know best. But not all teachers, by defi- 
nition. are among the best. In truth, most 
primary teachers are brilliant at tending 
and caring for their charges, but many are 
considerably less good at teaching them, 
either because they know too little, or be- 
cause they afflict Ihcmsetas with inef- 
fective methods. 

It is these teachers - the average ones 
in the middle who initially found the na- 
tional curriculum too much - who protest- 
ed that they need more lime to teach the 
basics, and so needed to be released from 
the remainder of the new national cur- 
riculum. Mr Blunkett. who wants (indeed, 
has pledged) a steep rise in children's per- 
formance in the basics, has portrayed his 
relaxation of the national curriculum as 
an answer to teachers’ earlier appeals. 

The net effect of all this is likely to be 
confusion which, far from raising perfor- 
mance in the basics, may actually stifle the 
improved performance currently under 
way. Yesterday morning on Radio 4 one 


teacher interpreted this move as an im- 
position of required hours teaching the 
three Rs in an offensively traditional way. 
Mr Blunkett does not want that to happen. 
Then the teacher unions interpreted his 
move as a delightful relief of the pressure 
on teachers, which is also not what Mr 
Blunkett intended. But no matter. He will 
be misunderstood by some, and understood 
by otheis. Some will resent his interven- 
tion. and others will feel that he has signed 
up to the “back to basics" crusade. 

The point about learning the basics, as 
Mr Blunkett knows very well, and the 
teacher unions sensibly agree, is that no- 
one learns anything very much unless they 
have the tools. It is perfectly possible for 
all normally adept children to acquire “the 
basics" (functional literacy and numera- 
cy) by t be middle of their junior school, 
so long as the attention given to learning 
them is consistent applied, and that it hap- 
pens every day in a methodical manner. 

We could get badly side-tracked if 


teachers interpret this latest government 
move as an excuse to return to boring 
lessons. The biggest single problem with 
most primary lessons is that the children 
find them uninspiring and unchallengjng. 
One reason is that they are opt given woA 
that progresses from one task to a high- 
er level task. Another is that there is still 
too much superficial project work and 
charming but undemanding group arts 
work. A third is that children in toomany 
schools still spend too much time sit t i n g . 
in groups round taMes’supposedly work- 
ing together, but actually distracting each 
other. Worse (as was pointed out in a dif- 
ferent context yesterday) too many primary 
schools fill children’s ears full of utterly 
unscientific nonsense, particularly about 
subjects like the environment, thinking they 
are imparting fundamental social values. 

The way to change an this is to' turn 
mediocre teachers into good ones by 
showing them that their old ways do not 
really work, and are often more tiring and 


tane-roosuinixig than tb^r tteed t0 

wfll not take that from a Secretary. of State, 

however upstanding they think he is. Nor 
will they take it from professors, and au- 
thorities, however important and well-re- 
searched their papers are. They will only 
tire it from their immediate colleagues 
and superiors. And they, in turn, wffl onfy 
learn it from their peers. Improve heads 

understanding ofwhat works, and you en- 
able them to improve their teachers. Im- 
prove teachers, and you raise standards. 
The best way to achieve tins might be to 

identify 250 top qualify primary schools 

that are doing aD the (very various) right 
things, and ensure tha t every other bead 
and deputy head goes to set how they suc- 
ceed. A version of this is happening in 
same degree, os inspectors cany good prac- 
tice around with them from school to 
school. Replicate good practice, and stan- 
dards will rise. No amount of exhortation 
will ever match that the evidence of 
teachers' own eyes. 
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LETTERS 


Japanese apologies 

Sir. David Walker (“For Japan, 
the art of forgetting is first to re- 
member”, 12 January) provides 
a generally balanced analysis of 
how the Japanese have faced 
their past. However, his claim 
that “the sum total of British in- 
iquity since the abolition of 
the slave trade is impressively 
small” is questionable 

The British Empire abol- 
ished the slave trade 1807. In 
1839-42 came the Opium War. 
Having won that war, Britain 
was to continue to export opi- 
um to China. As we enter the 
20th century, we see the Am- 
ritsar massacre in India. (The 
Queen did not make an official 
apology during her state visit) 

The repercussions of British 
colonial rule are still felt in many 
parts of the world: African 
countries whose economies are 
still dependent on cash crops; 
Muslim-Hindu clashes, aggra- 
vated by the divide-and-rule 
policies Britain adopted. I 
would describe this as an iniq- 
uity that is “impressively large”. 

I agree with David Walker 
that there is an element of re- 
fusal in the Japanese to re- 
member what happened in the 
past. There can be no excuses 
for the atrocities the Japanese 
committed during the war. 
However, his claim that Japan- 
ese schoolchildren, “never read 
about [Japan's imperialistic 
past] in their government-ap- 
proved textbooks" is untrue. I 
was taught about this in a Japan- 
ese state school when I was 14. 

Jt is true that some “right- 
wing boot boys” and politicians 
in Japan are reluctant to ac- 
knowledge Japan's responsibil- 
ity. However. Japanese 
historians have debated this 
matter, and there are many 
Japanese who do face up to their 
country’s dark historical past 
SHOGO SUZUKI 
flkley. West Yorkshire 




ANP I PON'T 
WANT TO CATCH 
YOU REAPING 
A HISTORY BOOR 
IN CLASS AGAIN! . 






Motson no racist 

Sir: There is a facile self-right- 
eousness in the recommenda- 
tion by Tbevor Phillips 
(Comment, 10 January) that tire 
BBC chastise John Motson for 
his inability to recognise certain 
footballers, especially if they are 

black. 

We are, by and large, best 
able to recognise and distin- 
guish that with which we are 
familiar from a very young age. 
In my profession I meet peo- 
ple from many countries and 
more than once 1 have heard 
from some, especially from the 
Far East, that they find it dif- 
ficult to tell one Westerner 
from another. Do I feel slight- 
ed? Do 1 note that their treat- 
ment of me and my fellow 
Caucasians is otherwise affect- 
ed? Of course not 

Unfortunately, real racism 
generates a disposition on the 
part of some to espy it in the 
most inappropriate contexts. 
ERIC HARVEY 
Tomes, 

Devon 


s.-fiH 

HU 

■‘■eam 

■ 4 


F£/£ STLEY' 


the British method of being 
post-Empire Britain, it is because 
they are Japanese and we are 
British. David Walkers chief 
mistake is to doubt the normal- 
ity of diplomatic dealings with a 
foreign country whose history, 
national characteristics and be- 
haviour are not like our own. AH 
diplomatic dealings are like that. 
LEO LEWIS 
Keble College, Oxford 


Air and asthma 


Sin David Walker criticises the 
Japanese for their national am- 
nesia while hims elf forgetting 
their continued rigid adherence 
to the “peace clause” of their 
constitution, which must take 
some resolution considering 
the unpredictable and aggres- 
sive military regime in North 
Korea, just across the Sea of 
Japan. A persistent commit- 
ment to non-rearmament is 


the Japanese way of ruing the 
violence of the past and repre- 
sents a practical safeguard 
against a repeat performance. 

If the Japanese method of be- 
ing post-war Japan differs from 


Sin Half a century on, the 
Japanese Labour Camp Sur- 
vivors’ Association are asking 
for “proper” compensation and 
renewed apologies using the 
“right” words. 

Well, tough! War is war. At 
least they came back. My own 
father didn't come bade He was 
cut in two by a grenade while 
trying to help a wounded com- 
rade. We didn’t expect apolo- 
gies, or compensation. 

What if the Japanese ask for 
an apology and compensation 
for Hiros him a and Nagasaki? 
ANJA HASSELL 
Budleigh Salterton . Devon 


Sir Your article “Pollution not 
to blame for childhood asthma" 
(9 January) implies that air pol- 
lution is only a problem in ur- 
ban areas. Unfortunately for 
those living in rural areas, this 
is not the case. 

Levels of ozone (summer- 
time smog) are higher in the 
countryside than in towns and 
cities. The pollutants which re- 
act to form ozone are pumped 
out in towns and cities , mainly 
from road traffic. However, 
chemical and meteorological 
factors such as wind direction 
mean that smog levels reach 
their peak in rural areas, many 
miles away from where the 
pollution is emitted. 

Thus the pollution moni- 
toring sites with the most 
breaches of government health 
standards for summertime 
smog in 1997 were at Lulling- 
ton Heath iu Sussex, Somerton 
in Somerset and Harwell in Ox- 
fordshire. 

The report suggests that al- 


though air pollution does not 
cause asthma, it does aggravate 
the problem. This only 
strengthens the case for tough 
action to cut vehicle emissions, 
the main source of the problem. 

The Government has the 
perfect opportunity to do just 
this by supporting the Road 
Traffic Reduction Bill when it 
is debated in Parliament at the 
end of the month. 
TONYBOSWORTH 
Air Pollution Campaigner 
Friends of the Earth 
London N1 


lised at too early an age. .Ml 
sorts of other allergies seem 
much more prevalenL 
Mrs J MATHEW 
Wash ingborough. Lincolnshire 


Unseen asteroids 


Sir: In my school in the 1930s 
no one had asthma. In ray chil- 
dren's schools in the 60s and 
70s. in a rural area, one in three 
or four had the disease. 

The only thing not common 
to both groups was that we were 
not vaccinated as babies, 
whereas my children and their 
contemporaries had multi-vac- 
cines at an early age. As asth- 
ma seems to be an allergic 
reaction I often wonder if the 
immune system is over-sensi- 


Sir: You report on the effects 
of an oceanic asteroid impact 
on coastal areas (“Asteroids' 
tidal wave threat”, 8 January). 

A spacewatch programme to 
monitor the skies in order to de- 
tect potentially dangerous space 
objects and give advance warn- 
ing (possibly tens of years) is 
technologically quite feasible. 
However, such a project would 
require a long-term commit- 
ment as well as a unique blend 
of skills and techniques. These 
include the capacity to build re- 
motely controlled robotic 2m 
class telescopes incorporating 
advanced optical and infra-red 
imaging techniques, and profi- 
ciency in the science of celestial 
mechanics. Very few countries 
can muster such resources, but 
until recently the LTC had this 


capability in the form of the 
Royal Greenwich Observatory 
at Cambridge. Not any more. 

Last July the Particle Physics 
and Astronomy Research 
Council, the RGO’s parent or- 
ganisation, with the tacit con- 
sent by the Minister for 
Sciences, decided to dose the 
RGO. An attempted manage- 
ment buy-out was turned down 
last December. 

A modest investment would 
enable the UK to play a fore- 
front role in a potentially life- 
saving enterprise. Instead, the 
required infrastructure is being 
dismantled. Does this not tell 
us something about the com- 
petence of the powers that be 
in scientific matters? 

Dr E J ZUIDERWUK 
Bar Hill, Cambridgeshire 


peatedly in the US for violations 
of state drink driving laws. No 
mention is made in the report 
of any alcohol drinks brand yet 
you positioned a picture of 
our Budweiser beer brand in 
the heart of the story. As lead- 
ers in promoting alcohol aware- 
ness and education, we feel 
strongly that the implied asso- 
ciation between Budweiser and 


Sir. Trevor Phillips and others 
should recognise the world of 
difference between a racist in- 
sult such as “all black foot- 
ballers look alike” and John 
Motson’s self-deprecatofyJ ^ 
statement that he finds it “dif*- ’ 
fictilC to distinguish between 
black players. Recognition of 
our inadequacies is a prereq- 
uisite to correcting them. 
CLARK KHJJCK 
Chelmsford 


Save local chemists 


your story was inappropriate. 

As the world's largest brew- 
er, Anheuser-Busch has a long- 
standing history of encouraging 
responsible drinking among 
adults who choose to drink 
and is committed to fi ghting al- 
cohol abuse, drunk driving and 
underage drinking. The com- 
pany has invested over £100m 
since the mid-1980s in com- 
munity-based alcohol aware- 
ness and education 


Sir Steven Round, marketing 
director of Superdxug Stores 
(letter, 12 January), quotes 
£180m per annum as the cost 
to the public of resale price 
maintenance on medicines. 
That is £3 per person per year. 

Hands up those who would 
not spend a penny a day to keep 
the local chemist’s shop open. 
PW GOLDBERG a* 

London NWS * 


Thing from the Deep 


^are: tin 


Responsible drinking 


Sir Your article “Drunk driver 
sentenced to a change of ad- 
dress” (6 January), goes into 
great detail about an individual 
who has been prosecuted re- 


programmes. 

WLLUAM McNULTY 
I lee President and Regional 
Director 

.Anheuser-Busch International 
Inc. 

London EC2 


Sir Has anyone noticed the 
quite uncanny resemblance be-; 
tween the Thing/Bldb/Di- 
nosaur/Giant Squid cast up on 
a Tasmanian beach (photo- 
graph, 10 January) and . the 
Millennium Dome?. Same 
shape, same mystery about its 
contents, same unpleasant 
odour? 

RICHARD LANNCJY 
Bath 


The real difficulty was that as a body, traders sell very few corpses 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Today I am concluding the post- 
modernist story I started yester- 
day which tells the tale of 
Captain Humphrey Wantage. 

Copt Humphrey Wantage was 
the first man ever to donate his 
body to science - to the science 
of meteorology that is. But when 
the body arrives on his doorstep. 
Sir Basil Bellwether, head, of the 
notorious London ffeather Cen- 
tre, can think of no use for the 
copse, so has decided to forward 
it secretly to his colleagues at the 
London Metal Centre. 


“What do you mean, there's a 
body for me at the front en- 
trance?” shouted Sir George 
Mentzel down the phone. 

“Just what I say, sir,” said 
Nobby Lindup. “It’s a body in 
a bag, and it's addressed to you. 


You must have ordered it" 

Sir George Mentzel was the 
head of the LondoD Metal 
Centre, and Nobby Lindup was 
the doorman. Normally they 
would never have spoken to 
each other. Nobby had a deep 
contempt for Sir George, and 
Sir George was terrified of all 
doormen. But when a body 
turns up on the front door 
step, and you don’t know what 
to do with it, the best thing is 
to go straight to the top. Nob- 
by bad gone straight by phone 
to the top, which was Sir 
George Mentzel's office on 
the 15th floor of the London 
Metal Centre, where Sir 
Georgs Mentzel daily gazed out 
upon London and gave thanks 
to God that he was neither a 
name at Lloyd’s nor a governor 


of the Royal Opera House. 

“Order a body? Why on 
earth would anyone want to or- 
der a body, Lindup?” shouted 
Sir George Mentzel down the 
phone. 

“WelL necrophilia, sir?” sug- 
gested Nobby. “Medical ex- 
periments? Vampirism? Prop 
for a horror movie? Practical 
joke on a friend? Experiments 
with the effect of bullets on the 
human body ...?” 

“Do you really think I’m a 
necrophilia?” shrieked Sir 
George. 

“Not at all. sir,” said Nob- 
by soothingly. “You just asked 
me why anyone would want to 
order a corpse, and as re- 
quested I was trying to think of 
possible reasons.” 

“Hmmmm," said Sir 


George, slightly mollified. 
“What else does it sav on the 
label?” 

“T can’t say for sure, sir," said 
Nobby. 

“Well, can you say for un- 
sure?” said Sir George Mentzel. 

Author’s note: Sir George 
Mentzel was of Austrian extrac- 
tion and had spoken German as 
boy, so he tended to treat the Eng- 
lish language analytically in a way 
that the English do not, and this 
meant that he thought it was fun- 
ny to say - Gan you say for un- 
sure?” He was wrong, of course, 
but as he hus the boss, nobody 
dared tell him. 

“No, I can’t,” said Nobby. 

The fact of the matter was 
that Nobby Lindup was almost 
totally illiterate, which was why 
he had remained a doorman at 


the London Metal Centre. 
Truth to tell, he had been un- 
der the impression when he 
joined the London Metal Cen- 
tre that he was going to work 
at the London Medal Centre, 
which had overjoyed him, as he 
was mad about all sorts of 
sports trophies, and rosettes, 
and cup-winner’s medals, and 
military decorations. 

“I’d better come down and 
have a look,” grumbled Sir 
George. 

He had to agree when be got 
down to the ground floor lob- 
by that Nobby bad a point It 
did look like a body- It was in 
a bag with his name on it. And 
there was a message saying 
that the late departed wanted 
to give his body to science, to 
the science of metallurgy. 


“What use would a body be 
to a metallurgist?” cried Sir 
George, and as Nobby lindup 
opened his mouth and pre- 
pared to think up half a dozen 
reasons. Sir George quickly 
carried on: “No, don’t tell me! 
Just flunk of some way of get- 
ting rid of the body!" 

“Well, sir,” said Nobby, 
“why can’t we re-donate it? This 
bloke wants to donate his body 
to science, but X don't think it 
matters much which science. 
Why metallurgy? Why not 
methodology? Or Meta- 
physics?” 

“I don’t think metaphysics is 
a science,” murmured Sir 
George. “In fact, I don’t think 
methodology is either. And I 
don’t see why it has to begin 
with an L m\” 


“What about mineralogy?” 
said Nobby, ignoring this last 
stricture. “That would be per- 
fect! Send the body round to the 
London Mineral Centre, With 
the label changed to read, “1 
have always wanted to donate 
my body to the science of min- 
eralogy!” 

Even Sir George had to ad- 
mit it was a great idea. And that < 
was how the body of the la te 
Capt Humphrey Wantage came 
to be found outside the London 
Mineral Centre. 

“We've got a botfy down 
here, sir” said Alf ThrnbolL il- 
literate doorman of the London 
Mineral Centre, on the phone 
to the bead of the outfit. Sir 
Donald ... 

But I think you get the drift .. 
of the story. 


y, 













19/COMMENT 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 14 JANUARY l c i'»8 


No to an affluence test, 
yes to taxing benefits 


■i > 


JV-** ■- ' 
tfv * ■ 



ROY 

HATTERS LEY 

TARGETING 
THE POOR 


Even if the social security budget were to be 
increased by 1 0 per cent - a less likely event 
under the new government than it was un- 
der the old - the present pattern of payment 
would fail to meet the needs of the very poor. 
And should the total welfare bill be reduced, 
equity requires that low income families be 
protected from the cuts. The price will have 
to be paid by the richer recipients. Targeting 
benefits on those who need them most is po- 
litically dangerous and administratively dif- 
ficult. Bui k is right and necessary and one 
“‘tough choice" which will help, rather than 
penalise the disadvantaged and dispossessed. 

That is not an argument in favour of Har- 
riet Hannans “affluence test" - which, as she 
described iu would totally exclude the high- 
est earners from maternity benefit An arbi- 
trary division between the haves and have-nots 
would produce, at best a two-tier welfare sys- 
tem and. at worst a safety net which was de- 
signed to catch only paupers. Putting aside 
the humiliation of receiving a modem version 
of outdoor relief- which would certainly re- 
duce the take-up rate - limiting payment to 
the poor is a certain prescription for more cuts 
in the social security budget. If the affluent 
middle classes - who also happen to be tar- 
get voters - do noi qualify for any benefit, the 
pressure to reduce their contribution to the 
cost of welfare will become irresistible. 

In the past, the dilemma was resolved - 
at least in part - by the taxation system. The 
rich appropriated a disproportionate share 
of all public spending - education, health 
and housing a* well as social security. But 
what they received was kept in crude bal- 
ance by what they contributed. With the top 
rate of income lax held at 40 per cent the 
excuse of compensating contributions is 
more difficult to sustain. When New Labour 
lists the new circumstances that require fresh 
thought, the reduced level of direct taxation 
has to be put side by side with the increase 
in private pensions plans. The problem, 
caused by the changes in taxation levels, has 
to be solved by their revision. 

It is easy enough to argue that, for ex- 
ample. child benefit is paid to many fami- 
lies which. on the calculation of purchasing 
power, do not need it. Were it to be desig- 
nated as “taxable" income, the poorest fam- 
ilies would receive payment in full, while tbe 
richest received only 60 per cent. Income 
tax is the means lest about which we ail feel 
least resentment. So, whilst some families 
would complain about the denial of bene- 
fit lo tbe rich, no-one would denounce the 
affront it caused to Lbe poor. 

Taring child benefit, at its present rate, 
would raise an extra £6 75m - enough for an 
average increase in the weekly payment of 
£1.71* per child.. Fora three-child family liv- 


ing below the poverty line, an extra £5 would 
provide necessities that they are now denied 
Unfortunately, those families would only be 
better off if income support were to be in- 
creased by a corresponding amount, for un- 
der the present system the improvement in 
child benefit would be matched by an 
equivalent reduction. Were we to tax child 
benefit, use the revenue to increase the ba- 
sic rate and leave income support at its pre- 
sent level, only 5 per cent of lone parents 
would gain. Twenty five per cent would ac- 
tually lose, leaving 70 per cent With their po- 
sition unchanged. 

The moral is dear enough. If Smiting ben- 
efits to “those who really need theta." is just 
a way of cutting public expenditure, tbe ob- 
ject can, in part, be achieved by simple ad- 
justments to the tax system. If, on the other 
band, the real hope is to concentrate lim- 
ited resources on the most necessitous 
families, two initiatives have to go band in 
hand. Money can certainly be saved by re- 
ducing, or eliminating altogether, the pay- 
ments made to the rich. But that, in itself, 
cannot finance the improvement in bene- 
fit levels which are essential lo the poor. 
Without an increase io income support- they 
would gain nothing. The increases could only 
be financed by high er rates nf far 

The arguments about taring child bene- 
fit are complicated by philosophical doubts 
as well as its fiscal consequences. The 
scheme was introduced with the overt in- 
tention of subsidising families with children 

- irrespective of their income - rather than 
alleviating poverty. It replaced a tax allowance 
which related the level of help taihe sce of 
earnings ancUn fae^aigoppf^etijW 
ferred the payment “from \yalteL uTpurse". 
Child benefit was paid lo mothers. Even in 
the age of wofkidg women T a habit which 
the Government is determined to encourage 

- including it within the tax calcula tioo would, 
in many cases, divert it back into tbe wallet. 
A rational discussion about the future of child 
benefit requires us to begin from a clear un- 
derstanding of what it is intended to do. 

The myriad difficulties of performing 
what seems the simple task of helping those 
in greatest need illustrates the. baric flaw in 
our social security system. Since 16 incep- 
tion. in very different social circumstances, 
no overriding principle had guided die con- 
stant changes in levels and types df -bene- 
fit- Some payments are reccryed r^ ri^n r ' 

- a popular fiction encouraged "by die. be- 
lief that National Insurance copfrifnnion 
“ funds” the retirement pensions. - Others Eke 
child benefit itself are intended io btfpwilh 
the cost of desirable activities. Conversely 
the Governments decision id abandon the 
lone parent supplement must: be "influ- 
enced. if only subconsciously, by its disap- 
proval of single mothers. Most allowances 
are made in response to what should be the 
overwhelming obligation of a civilised so- 
ciety - the alleviation of poverty. ' ^ 

A genuinely radical review of welfare poli- 
cies has to begin with a new declaration of 
basic principles - the creation ofacorapre- 
bensivc benefits system in which entitlement 
is primarily' determined by need. That requires 
more to be paid to recipients at the bottom 
of the income scale than those at ibeftop. But 
to make the system acceptable to flie'mid- 
dle classes - and to maintain their grudging 
willingness to meet its costs -■ thgriqnust re- 
ceive something. Targeting is barely tessex- 
pensive than universal payTnemand-ceri^rtfy 
requires extra resources to be allocated to 
the social security budget But rt CrrigSt arid,’ 
if we are to help the poor, it is essential 


The bickering on display about the 
Dome is what’s most revealing 



A spiritual puppet for the Dome, from ‘The Jesus Story* 


Photograph: S4C (Gunnel 4 Wales}. British Soeen and BBC Wales 
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MOORE 

MILLENNIAL 

TENSIONS 


Will the views of practising Sa- 
lanists be adequately repre- 
sented in the great Millennium 
experience thalthc Dome is set 
to provide? Will Christianity be 
illustrated by anything more 
- than a couple of dodgy looking 
puppets from the film The Jesus 
Story ? Is this structure really big 
enough to house the male egos 
that are already having difficulty 
gening it up? 

These are just some of the 
questions that have yet to be an- 
swered. Apparently, we can't be 
told what exactly is going to be 
in the dome as then we would 
not pay to go and sec it. but . . . 
eume on boys, give us a due. In- 
stead Stephen Bay Icy flounces 
out of the project. Mandelson 
goes to worship at the shrine of 
Disney and wayward Tories 
call for the head of Sir Terence 
Conran because he has said that 
a dominant Christian theme 
would “be absolutely inappro- 
priate". Things do not look ion 
good. 

Andrew Man has argued on 


these pages that the Dome has 
become a convenient symbol 
for anyone who wants to criti- 
cise officialdom or this Gov- 
ernment. That may be true 
though we hardly need an emp- 
ty tent in order to that. He has 
also said that it acts as “a ma- 
lign psychic magnet" for all 
kinds of unease. If only that 
were the case. A psychic mag- 
net would at least have some 
power. At the moment we sim- 
ply stare at a circle of cranes in 
an estuaiy and wonder what 
fresh hell is this. 

1 am not against the idea of 
the Dome in theory. The puri- 
tunism that suggests all money 
must be spent on obvious social 
need has never been my cup of 
tea. Celebration, leisure, vi- 
sional}' risk-taking contribute in 
the end to the collective social 
good. I am then. I suspect. Eke 
many others, open to persua- 
sion on this matter, yet ’dis- 
mayed at the sheer arrogance 
on display. 

This is a top down project, 
which is precisely what is caus- 
ing so mam of the problems. A 
few competing egomaniacs arc 
deciding what is good for us. 
There is little sense of an or- 
ganic project evolving out of 
what people want. We feel the 
whole structure is being im- 
posed upon us and. naturally 
enough, resent such an impo- 
sition. Once more all the sup- 
posed PR and image making 
skills of this Government 
should he called into question. 
How have they got it so wrung? 
Why do they continue to insist 
the nation is excited about . 
something it clearly isn't. 1' 
have not heard one enthusias- 
tic conversation about the pro- 


ject, except by those somehow 
involved. 

Part of the problem of 
course is that, in the normal run 
of events. buildings are built be- 
cause there is a specific need for 
them to exist, to house people 
or things that need to be 
housed. The Dome, on the 
other hand, is being created in 
a vacuum: it is being built: 
therefore a need must be found 
for it to exisL This is why its im- 
permanence is such a problem, 
not only environmentally but 
because it adds lo the half- 
baked and wasteful feel of tbe 
whole enterprise. The other dif- 
ficulty is to do with the abstract 
nature of what we arc being 
asked to celebrate and vicari- 
ously participate in: ‘Time ", 
“the future”, “the place in 
which wc are all going to Eve" 
sound so vague that they are vir- 
tually meaningless. What all this 
boils do to. when one asks how 
will these things be brought to 
life, is one thing: technology. 

The squabbles about “Con- 
ran or Christ whether God or 
Mammon will rill the Dome 
seem strangely anachronistic. If 
the Dome's purpose is to reflect 
our self-image then it will need 
to be that of a largely secular 
nation with pockets ot faith here 
and there, a quick nod to Chris- 
tianity perhaps but that's about 
iL Another kind of faith already 
dominates thinking behind the 
Dome, faith in design and tech- 
nology. a faith that is being so 
badly communicated bv its be- 
lievers. 

For communication is the 
crux of the matter. 1 hate to 
draw attention lo the obvious 
point, but as we are left with lit- 
tle 10 do but gawp at a circular 


budding site and witness the 
daily just Eng of male cgus. one 
wonders where the female in- 
put is into this millennial vision. 
Where are tile voices that wish 
to include rather than exclude 
us from this precious vision? 

Whereas the discussions 
about the best way to com- 
memorate Diana's life proceed 
from a perceived need to pro- 
duce something lasting, a re- 
sponse to the populist feeling 
about what she represented, tbe 
Dome continues to proceed 
from the opposite position. I 
never understood why Diana 
could not just be pul in the 
Dome - a way of killing two 
birds with one stone if that is 
not an uufuJ lunate metaphor - 
how u* till the space and how 
lo draw ci i >wds. 

One could argue that all vi- 
sionaiy projects have to take off 
from a standing stun, but it is 
not true dial all of Lhcm iue met 
with such overwhelming apathy. 
It is possible to excite and 
stimulate even the jaded citi- 
zens of the late twentieth cen- 
tury. The new Guggenheim 
built by Frank Gehiy in Bilbao 
for a fraction of Lbe price i if the 
Dome is modem wonder of the 
world. Those of us who have 
never once thought of visiting 
Bilbao want to see this beauti- 
ful piece of architecture. Shuw 
a classroom of children a pic- 
ture of this museum and they 
ooh and auh. They have simply 
never seen anything like if. It 
exists not only us a sight in it- 
self but has a clearly defined. 


purpose. No one will be asking 
io pull it down in twenty years 
time. 

Alas it is loo late for us lo 
have a structure of equivalent 
beauty . We have instead opted 
tor something far more expen- 
sive and far less architecturally 
risky. The bravest thing lo do 
would be leave to the Dome 
emptydo create a cathedral of 
space. Everyone could then see 
exactly what they wanted to see 
for the future. 

As this looks unlikely it is 
now- up lo the Dome heads to 
act far less loftily and actually 
begin in talk to us instead of Lo 
each other. Jf the future will be 
defined by new methods of 
communication that in their 
way pt oduce new kinds of com- 
munriy, then how come the 
whole thing is already being 
talked of as a massive failure of 
communication? 

- Mandelson el al may have 
.faith in the fickleness of the 
public: one day they say they 
don't warn something, the next 
they queue up for hours to vis- 
it it . What they seem to lack 
faith in is any idea of consul- 
tation and democracy - beyond 
bloody focus groups. Perhaps 
that's why the future feels like 
if s already been sewn up. Its too 
late fu ask for your cash back. 
Instead vuu are expected pay 
good money to glimpse .some- 
one else’s vision of the future. 
You can look but don’t touch. 
You can take a guided lour 
through it. .Just don’t ask to lie 
actually included in it. 
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Beware: the business cycle has not been repealed 
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McRAE 

THE COMING 
RECESSION 


: is the R-word - not Lhe three 
^ just the one R - and it spells 
.eccssion. One of the many 
rssons of the present East 
.sian crisis is that when things 
re going well hardly anyone is 
repared to accept the possi- 
ility that the good limes may 
in continue. The longer the 
eriod of success carries on. the 
tore secure it appears. Most 
ipposed experts are loathe to 
tund warnings as it makes 
tem unpopular, while those 
bo have spoken out start to 
•sc confidence in their judge- 
enr and shut up. A conspire- 
* of silence ensues, and so 
heu disaster strikes nor only 
ks it come us a complete sur- 


prise: it is vety much harder to 
cope with because there has 
been no preparation for it. 

In the field of economics tbe 
obvious, glaring issue which is 
not being discussed is the over- 
whelming probabiUty that there 
will be another world-wide re- 
cession within the next five 
years. That recession will have 
a profound impacL on rela- 
tions between the big three eco- 
nomic regions of die world - 
North America. Europe and 
East Asia - and it will create 
great social strains within even 
rich and successful countries. It 
may, for example, be the thing 
that breaks the European sin- 
gle currency apart. 

More about that in a mo- 
ment; how do 1 know there will 
be a recession? Of course I don’t 

know - no-one can- But anyone 
with any knowledge of eco- 
nomic history will be aware of 
the business cycle - thal periods 
of faster economic growth have 
always seemed to alternate with 
periods of slower growth, and 
that these periods of slower 
growth sometimes slip into out- 
right recession. Just why such cy- 
cles should exist has been the 
subject of endless study' and con- 
jecture. But we don’t need to 
understand the cycle to ac- 
knowledge that it exists. If you 
bought a house in Britain in 
1988 you don’t need to be an 
economist to see what a business 
cycle can do to property prices. 


So there will be another 
downturn. The next question 
concerns its likety magnitude. 
The conventional view is that 
any downturn will be small. In 
America people talk of “the 
new paradigm", ait expression 
which 1 have never quite un- 
derstood but 1 think refers to 
the combination- of low infla- 
tion. flexible markets and great 
entrepreneurial zeal that is 
powering the American econ- 
omy. My problem with this is 
that a lot of the arguments 
about the special nature of US 


tending to improve. Thus wc 
have fewer truly stupid, wealth- 
destroying economic policies 
than we did 10 or 20 years ago. 

But .slacked against this are 
several negatives. The must 
obvious is that lhe world seems 
to he making the transition 
from a period ot inflation to a 
period of stable prices. In the 
long-run. a world ot stable 
prices i »ueht t<-> be just as suc- 
cessful in economic terms as 
one of low in Hal i« »n - pn ihabfy 
more so. But managing the 
transition is difficult- We have 


No one is discussing the great 
probability that there will be 
a recession within five years 


economic performance may be 
right, hut it is still possible for 
recession to strike. While, look- 
ing around the world. 1 can see 
some reasons to expect a rela- 
tively mild recession next time. 
I can see more thal suggests it 
may be quite serious. 

On die positive side arc the 
fact lhai inflation world-wide is 
falling, that there is a new- 
burst of technological advance 
takinu place, and government 
policies both in the developed 
and the developing worlds are 


had no experience of this since 
the early part of lhe lust eeniwv 
following the Napoleonic Wars, 
except the l 4 2(l> and JR’tK. •« 
period which was so dread! ul 
that it doesn’t bear thinking 
about Disinflation c.ut sn eas- 
ily lip into serious deflation and 
hence depression. It would he 
astounding ii we were to get 
through this transit ion without 
some mistakes ol economic 
police: we just hate to hope that 
they won t he u>*« serious. 

Next, each ot the three big 


regions has its problems. 
Enough has been said about 
East Asia lo need no further 
comment. The region has 
m »mcw here between ihree and 
five years nl adjustment ahead 
nl it. and wc should no! assume 
that such adjustment will hap- 
pen in the optimal way. 

in North America the key 
problem is that despite the ad- 
mirable economic performance 
the place is still running a large 
current account deficit Jnd the 
L>S has become lhe world’s 
largest debt' <r nation. .Add to this 
the lael that US share prices are 
at exceptionally high levels hv 
historical standards and you 
can see thal the undoubted suc- 
cess has a certain fragility to it. 

I lere in Europe the pn iblcms 
vary from country to country. 
The fringe (which of course in- 
cludes the UKiis in general do- 
ing fine, hut the core is 
threatened by amally-divMw 
levels i if unemployment Further. 
Europe may well de -stabilise it- 
self h\ choosing this ini mienl to 
introduce a single currency. 
Lcau aside lhe arguments for 
and against urui fo >k at lhe lim- 
ine: il \i'U wanted lo chose the 
Hiusi pivjMc moment lorancx- 
pcrinieiii of this sort, this is as 
had as you could gel. The new 
cunenci i s being brought in at 
a time of the highest nncni- 
ploumm since the Second 
World Wat and all the uncer- 
tain t\ associated w ilh that - and 


at the moment when all com- 
puters have lo be adjusted to 
cope with the Millennium bug. 
That hug dies matter Even iJ the 
scare stories - that lor example 
5 per cent of companies will go 
bust as a result ol cash-flow pres- 
sures - are mostly wrung, even 
a lew being right will he nega- 
tive for the world economy. 

So w hat will happen? We are 
clearly in lor sonic sort of glob- 
al downturn. I think, balancing 
the points above, that it will be 
a middling one. ahi iul the same ! 
magnitude as the early 1VSU* j 
and early 199US recessions, hui 
different in its quality in ways 1 
cannot lully foresee. I guess that 
the UK will he relatively un- 
scathed. but 1 am very worried 
about the impact on Germany 
and France, societies which 
seem more and more fragile. 

Timing? Here I have a bil 
more confidence. 1 think things 
will canter on quite well, 
notwithstanding the chaos in 
East Asia, until the Millennium. 
And then there will be a flop. 
There will he some disruption 
because of the bug. and EM U. 
if it happens, will generate 
more. Above all. there will be 
a sense ol anti-climax. People 
will have a parly, then say 
•'phew", pull hack their hums, 
pause in their spending and wor- 
rv about the luiure. Once they 
do that, things could head down 
quite fast. The R-worJ wi iuld he 
here. 
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Double Setback 
for Microsoft in 
internet 



Microsoft, the American ‘ j In court yesterday. District Judge 

computer software giant headed Tfiomas Penfield Jackson sharply criticised 

by the billionaire Bill Gates, hit a by Microsoft On 

7 . - - three occasions‘during an opening state- 

big hurdle yesterday when its * . . - ^fent by' Microsoft lawyer Richard 
Tokyo offices were searched by ■ Urowsky. he^rfrallehged the attorney's fo- 
Japan's Fair Trade Commission ^*cus on statements made by the Justice De- 
while in America it received an . The judge challenged Microsoft's 

early setback in its high-profile- that the Justice Depattoeot has been 

WTl r ° , ■. . -Tocoasistent m its demands for changes in 

court battle against the US Jusucp -Microsoft’s marketing of its Internet 
Department. Mary Dejevsky in . . *■ '. -Ex|ftorerJbrawsef. The judge suggested he 
Washington and Richard Lhyd Parry '' would' not accept Microsoft's effort to 


in Tokyo report. 


• buttress its case by pointing to Justice 
Department filings, which would be a 
. . "setback to the company. 

The Japanese agency searched Microsoft’s .’ : Microsoft -has ato objected to the ap- 
Tokyo offices on suspicion of breaking anti- pointment of Professor Lawrence Lessig, 
monopoly laws by pressurising computer ' a noted computer, expert, of Harvard and 
makers into pre-installing its internet . Yale utriyersities, - and has made a formal 
browser - known in the trade as “bundling". tequestfor his removal, alle ging that he may 
According to FTC sources the Japanese agh V be' partial to Microsoft’s chief rival in the 
of the company allowed computer ma$u- ' ^browser market, .Netscape, 
facturers to license its Windows 95 Microsoft tofd Judge Jackson that 
npprafing sycfpm onlynn condittoc that they* : Lawrence Lessig was biased against the 
did not install Internet browsers created by " company and. com plained that Mr Lessig 
rival software companies. - ' . • compared installing a version ofMicrosoft’s 

Microsoft spokesmen were unavailable ' Internet explorer product “to selling his 
last night, but company sources denied that. ^ sou), presumably equating Microsoft with 
Microsoft had broken Japanese law, and." the devil” . Mr Lessig’s comment was made 
said that the inspection was “appaien^y ’/ in an e-mail message sent last summer to 
aimed at gathering information . in -con- an executive at Netscape Communica- 
nection with the legal dispute in the.Unit-...'!.tions Corp, Microsoft's rival, 
ed States”. Microsoft Japan’s president, ‘ • The ori^inalorderon ll December to 
Makoto Naruke, said the company wqjaicfr.' stop bundling the- two products was to take 
cooperate fully. effect immediately to prevent Microsoft from 

Meanwhile. Microsoft and the US Justice * expanding its dominance of the browser mar- 
Department went back to courtyestefday in ket, which was fast becoming a monopoly, 
the latest round of a dispute seen by the US In a movie that dearly infuriated the Jus- 

as a crucial test of its competition policy iqj**' rice Department, Microsoft responded bysay- 
the new technology sector and by Microsoft - rpgtftat it could comply only by supplying an 
as an assault on its commercial freedom. ■»' . outdated version of its_Wmdows program or 
The specific issue is whether Micro&flft ang that did not work properly because the 
can be ruled in contempt because of wf&ct * “iniegraT browser had been removed It is 
the Justice Department regards as Win- ' 1 tins response that, iff the view of the Justice 
adequate response to an earlier, 'ctiurt* Department, places Microsoft in contempt 
judgment This ordered it to supply its ’ \ Microsoft wfl] argue that it is being 
Windows 95 software to computer maqu-. penalised- for tire success of its Windows 
facturers without obliging them.tq take-ifa that the browser is an integral part 

Internet Explorer browser- the mechaqaan. - of it: and that the bundling is not monop- 


that allows access to the Internet. plistic becaiise itdoes not predude other 

•s, it could-be liable for 


crosoft loses, 

$lm (£600,000) a day. 


f oompanies ftpm, marketing their own 
browserefor use with Windows 95. 


Asian markets stage a comeback as IMF 
rethinks rescue conditions for Indonesia 


Asian markets staged an 
impressive recovery yesterday, 
with those that had fallen the most 
making the biggest comebacks. 
However, as one ratings agency 
explained why it had misjudged the 
crisis, no one was viewing this 
turnaround as anything more than 
a blip. Stephen Vines reports from 
Hong Kong. 


Asian markets recovered some poise yes- 
terday, helped by Wall Street's bounce-back 
and hopes that International Monetary 
Fund-backed reforms would be firmly 
embraced as the only sure way out of the 
financial turmoil. Indonesia led the way, 
with share prices closing 8.5 per cent up 
as the government moved close to an agree- 
ment with the IMF, which yesterday eased 
the terms of its tough austerity programme. 

The IMF's deputy managing director. 
Stanley Fischer, said President Suharto of 
Indonesia had agreed to “strengthen” the 
terms of the IMF package, without giving 
de rails . In return, the IMF will no longer 
require Indonesia to have a budget 
surplus, sparking expectations the IMF 
may be more receptive to changes in the 
conditions it imposed earlier. 

Lawrence Summers, the US Deputy 
Treasury Secretary, said after his meeting 
with President Suharto: “It’s clear that 
President Suharto recognises the need to 
take strong steps of the kind that have been 
under discussion with the IMF to create 
confidence and to build on the very 
strong foundations for prosperity that 
Indonesia enjoys.'’ 

The comments came as the IMF 
rescue package faced a fresh threat from 
an unholy alliance of left and right-wing 
politicians in the US hostile to America 
funding a bail-out programme. The Fed- 
eral Reserve chairman, Alan Greenspan, 
was heckled for defending US aid to Asia 
by activists at a meeting at a Los Angeles 
community centre. 

Yesterday also brought a mea culpa 
from Fitch IBCA. one of the main 
credit ratings agencies, which admitted 
it had underestimated the seriousness of 
South Korea's problems until it was too 
late. The agency's report said: “The 
lessons for rating agencies - and indeed 



Facing the end: Philip Tose, chairman of the collapsed Peregrine Investments Holdings (right), and Frends Leung, 
managing director, talking to reporters at a Hong Kong hotel yesterday Photograph: AP 


for international financial institutions 
such as the IMF - are profound because 
Asia-Pacific represents a new form of 
sovereign crisis.” 

The oversight had been to ignore the 
fact that a high proportion of South 
Korea's debt was very short term because 
its total level of indebtedness was low - 
lower, for example, than Canada, Sweden 
or Australia. However, the structure of the 
debt turned out to matter because of the 
weakness of the Korean banking system 
when confidence in its solvency crumbled. 

Fitch IBCA also criticised the Korean 
authorities, saying they seemed to have 
been in “psychological denial” about the 
crisis and failed to take suitable actions. 

In Hong Kong, shares were also up 
almost 75 percent as interbank rates eased 


and the market showed it was ready to 
discount the collapse of Peregrine Group. 
Asia's largest home-grown financial 
conglomerate, which was placed in the 
hands of liquidators Price Waterhouse 
yesterday. 

There were emotional scenes in Hong 
Kong when the founders of Peregrine de- 
scribed how the Indonesian crisis had 
brought it down. “What happened was a 
complete meltdown in 3 country,” Pere- 
grine's chairman and co-founder Philip 
lose said, his voice quivering. 

Peregrine’s managing director Francis 
Leung, tears streaming, said he hoped to 
keep helping China-related firms raise 
capital. Speaking in public for the first time 
smeethe collapse, Mr Tbse confirmed the 
group's problems centred on Indonesia, 


where it was hit by a bad short-term loan 
totalling $265m (£164m) to a transportar 
tion company. 

Meanwhile, the Hong Kong market was 
buzzing with rumours that Mr Leung was 
talking to a number of mainl and Chinese 
companies about taking over the still- 
profitable stockbroking parts of the 
group's business. Mr Leung refused to 
comment Price Waterhouse said there was 
significant interest in buying parts of the 
Peregrine business. 

While Hong Kong shares were staging 
a recovery, a note of caution was issued 
by Moody’s, the credit rating agency. It 
said that it had put a watch on the ratings 
of the territory’s biggest bank, Hongkong 
Bank; and its sister bank, the HangTSehg 
Bank, as well as Bank of America. 
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Treasury rules for ISAs 
may cost providers £1 bn 
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Some retailers raised 
prices before Christmas 
by the biggest margin for 
23 years in order to 
reduce them for the 
January sales. But behind 
the seasonal ups and 
downs, underlying 
inflation edged closer to 
its target. Dkme Coyle , 
Economics Editor, asks 
what it means for 
interest rates. 


Both the headline and target 
measures of retail price inflation 
fell fractionally last month, to 
3.6 per cent and 2.7 per cent 
respectively. The figures sug- 
gested that rising interest rates 
have got underlying inflation 
back on course for its 25 per 
cent target if not quite there yet 

Lower motoring costs - with 
a rise in petrol duty in the 
November 1996 Budget drop- 
ping out of the 12-montb rate 
- and cheaper clothing and 
footwear were the main expla- 
nations for the decline. 

However, there was strong 
upward pressure in December 
from the biggest monthly rise 
since 1974 in the price of house- 
hold goods such as washing 
machines and furniture. The 
Office for National Statistics 
said the pattern of pre-Christ- 
mas price rises in preparation 
for January reductions had 
been getting more pronounced 
in recent years. 

For example, the price of 
household goods, which usually' 
climbs in November and 
December, was up 1.3 per cent 
last month. This compares with 
a 1 per cent rise the previous 
December and a 0.7 per cent 
rise in December 1992. 

The typical January price fall 
has also grown bigger, growing 
from a drop of 25 per cent five 
years ago to a 3.6 per cent cut 
last January. Retailers typically 


raise prices again in JRebriuuy 
' arfcfMarcfa. ‘ 

The year^qn-year rate of 
increase ifo household gctods 
prices has picked up, however, 

. climb ing figom 0.9 percent in 

■ Septembe^to *1.4 pfer-tent last 

' month. ***. ' 

■ Despite. /signs .that strong 
demand % raising -prices in 
some . areas, economists wel- 
comed yesterday^ inflation 
figures!.- The small reduction 
led sor&e-who had expected a 
ffirther.^quarter-point rise in 
interest rates next' month to 
Waver ln tfieir view, boosted by 
remarks by one member of die 
Mofittary^oUcy Committee. 

.* Charles .Goodhairt told a 
- liotise-ofi,ords committee that 
the^sian^erisis “makesj tliEely 
(he-ext^Nfo/ sate increases wflj 
he -lesi/thaq they; otherwise 
woutd&nfe'been” r-althpugh he- 
. was nqt referring specifically to 
UK Interest- rates» * . 

.^Kevin Gardiner- of Morgan 
Stanley said: •Tm not sure the 
good news'wili last, bu t -the case 
for the Bank of Eriglandto wait 
and see next month has' grown 
stronger.’’ ■" ^ 

Tj^yietywassharedby the 
futures' market, where gains, 
yesterday implied a market' 
' expectation' -that the odds are 
now- against another raie'rise 
and zb’at thelevel o.l borrowing 
' costs be falling by mid-year. 

. AWbdligtH Budget, 'duty in- 


and some food-price and fare- 
'rises carf.be expected to affect 
Jsmqai^s retail price index . the 
impact of tbe sales.is expected 
to.lead.fo^ariothef favourable . 
figure for thq faeget measure. 

« Separate ^JS.figure& showed ' 
consumer "prices’- 'dunbed ■ by 
just#. cfchtin -December, 

malting/the inflation rate for 
1997fas S5^pfcrju^-1.7 per cent, 
.theTowest Since. 1986. <; 

” ■ -The. underlying/ rate in- 
cqeasejjL/by -more -.during .the 
■w3nfh,Tpsmgb^ per cen^of 22 
per r cenLyear on year.'But this 
was* itsTSwest .rate since 1965. . 


Two of Britain's largest retailers 
issued conflicting messages on 
Christmas trading yesterday as 
they released sales updates. 
Kingfisher, Much controls Wfool- 
worths, B&Q and Comet, 
cheered the City with news of 
strong sales increases, which 
pushed the shares up 27p to a 
new high of 912p as analysts in- 
creased their profit forecasts. 

However, Boots disappoin- 
ted the market with lower- 
than-expected numbers. Its 
trading was affected by the 
mild weather and the absence 
of any flu outbreaks this year, 
which affected the performance 
of Boots the Chemists. 

John Richards, retail analyst 
at NatWest Securities, said: 
“The Boots figures were not that 
bad but their rating now leaves 
no margin for error. At this time 
of year even the slightest nuance 
tends to be magnified.” 

' Boots confirmed reports of a 
late surge in consumer spending 
before Christmas. Group sales 
in the third quarter were 6.8 per 
cent ahead of the same period 
last year. Boots the Chemists 
suffered from stock shortages 
caused by a warehouse fire in 
. October, though healthcare sales 
were strong. Halfords' sales 
were up only 1.7 per cent 

But the plaudits yesterday 
went to Kingfisher, whose shares 
have enjoyed a surge since a 
profits warning three years ago. 
Sir Geoff Mukahy, chief exec- 
utive, said: “We have had a very 
good Christmas. Most impor- 
tantly Woolworths achieved 
another strong performance as 
did our two other major brands 
B&Q and Darty [the French 
electrical subsidiary].” 

/ Kingfisher s sales in the nine 
weeks to January were up by 8.2 
per cent on a like-for-like basis. 
B&Q led the way with a 145 per 
cent sales gain. But sales at 
Comet, the electrical group, only 
rose 13 percent This added to 
gloom over Dixons’ half-year 
figures which are due today. 

-Nigel Cope 
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The Government^ plan 
to replace Tessas and 
PEPs is so complicated it 
will cost the savings 
industry an extra £1 bn, 
according to IT 
providers. As Andrew Verity 
reports, companies will 
have to spend at least 
£1 m each on computer 
systems to cope with the 
Individual Savings 
Account (ISA). 
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If the costs are passed oo to the 
consumer, every ISA buyer will 
pay an extra £30 each, every 
year, to pay for administrative 
complexity, according to OSI, a 
management consultancy. 


OSI yesterday said its price 
tag of £lbn was based on the 
cost of complying with the new 
regulatory regime. Extrapolat- 
ing from estimates by its clients, 
OSI said life companies, banks, 
fund managers and PEP prov- 
iders would spend £960m more. 

Peter Elliott, OSI principal, 
said: “This £lbn will be an ad- 
ditional cost to an industry still 
coming to terms with the billions 
being spent on the year 2000 is- 
sue. EMU and the introduction 
of open-ended investment com- 
panies lOeics). If the cost was 
passed on to the customer, it 
would amount to around £100- 
£150 over a five-year period.” 

The finding was backed yes- 
terday by other big providers of 
IT services. Expensive systems 
will be needed to police nu- 
merous new rules. Those indude 


a £5,000 annual limit on con- 
tributions, a £1,000 limit on 
cash deposits, a £1,000 limit on 
life insurance and a £50,000 life- 
time limit (minus withdrawals). 

Stuart Greenslade, of Marl- 
borough Sterling, the IT prov- 
ider, said: “The issue is - how the 
hell is a provider going to man- 
age all of this? It becomes even 
more complex - what are they 
going to do when people trans- 
fer their money or withdraw? 

“It is probably going to cost 
about £lm per system and with ^ 
some companies it will be £2m^^T 
to £3m.” 

The limits are understood to 
have been imposed by Treasury 
officials concerned at the r ; 
£L27ba cost of tax rdiefefor the 
ISA. IT providers are con- 
cerned not only at the cost but ’ 
the time scale. 
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Pollution targets may 
undermine coal offer 


Fraud squad inquiry 
into City Financial 
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Eastern Group, the UK’s fourth -largest power 
generator, could be forced to cut short a con- 
sumer offer aimed at boosting the market for 
British CoaJ if the Environment Agency pushes 
ahead with tough new pollution targets. 

The generator will mount a savage attack on 
the pollution proposals in sutanisaons to the agency , 
claiming it would have to import almost all its coal 
from abroad to meet the new obligations. 

Jim Whelan, managing director of Eastern’s gen- 
eration business, described the targets as “absolute 
rubbish". He said: “This can’t be consistent with 
the Government’s drive to help the coal industry.” 

Under Eastern’s offer, called Lionheart, it 
would buy 15 tonnes of extra British coal for 
every new customer it signs up when the do- 
mestic electricity market opens to competition 
later this year. But Mr Whelan said Eastern 
could only offer lionheart for a very short time 
if the agency implemented the targets. “There's 
dearly a lack of joined-up thinking here. We can't 
buy coal if we can't bum it." 

The targets would bring forward a planned 
cut in sulphur emissions from 2005 to 2001. The 
agenw said generators could meet the obligation 
by burning British coal with an average sulphur 
content of less than 1.2 percent But Eastern said 
coal from RJB Mining, the largest producer, had 
an average sulphur content of 1.6 per cent. 

- Chris Godsmark 


The Metropolitan Police is investigating whether 
to prosecute over allegations of fraud at Gt 
Financial Partners, one of the country’s larges 
financial advisers. One of the firm's top sales- 
people, 40-year-old Jeny Robertson, has been 
arrested and bailed and is being interviewed by 
New Scotland Yard's fraud squad, S06, over the 
allegations. 

A short statement from the Met said: “S06 
is investigating allegations of fraud at "City 
Fi na nc ia l farmers, based in Russell Square, WCL 
A man now aged 40 has been arrested add 
bailed.” Police will decide next month, when they 
next interview Mr Robertson, whether to bring 
charges of fraud. No wrongdoing has so far been 
established. 

It is understood that the allegations relate to 
an account held with Fidelity, the US fund man- 
ager, in Mr Robertson’s name. Hie allegedly used 
the fund not for his own benefit but to pay top- 
ups on surrendered policies which contained 1^ 
than clients had believed. 

City financial Partners, seen in the industry 
as the epitome of a 1980s, saies-driven opera- 
tion, was last month bought ou t by Lincoln, 

UK operation of giant US insurer Lincoln 
National Simon Ingram, City financial’s cbW 
executive, is soon expected to take up a neWiofe 
with Lincoln. 

- AndrewVefity 
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A fresh lick of paint for the ICI boardroom 


OUTLOOK 

ON NEW FACES 
AT ICI. ABUSE OF 
MARKET POWER IN 
NEW TECHNOLOGY, 
AND THE LATEST 
INFLATION FIGURES 


A kit has changed at ICI since Ronnie Ham- 
pel arrived as a fresh faced commercial 
trainee 42 years ago. For a start, most of 
its traditional UK customer base has dis- 
appeared. For another it has discovered that 
bulk chemicals is a mug's game for all but 
the world's biggest players and those with 
supplies of cheap raw materials and labour. 

Through all this ICI has mnnaopri a sur- 
prising clever evolution, first by shifting its 
production and marketing effort abroad, 
then by growing a high margin pharma- 
ceuticals business. When it realised that 
pharmaceuticals is an entirely separate in- 
dustry, ii bravely demerged. Then last 
year ICI did the splits for a second lime, 
selling off industrial chemicals and con- 
centrating on the less lumpy, less cyclical 
businesses of paint and speciality chemicals. 

Now it is about to change again but this 
lime it will be management, not businesses 
going through the revolving door. The pro- 
motion of Charles M flier Smith to chairman 
nest year only three years after arriving from 
Unilever and the recruitment of an heir ap- 
parent as chief executive in the shape of 
Brendan O’Neill from Guinness means 
that ICI will be run by a pair or outsiders 
for the first time since its foundation in 1926. 

Although ICl's traditional strengths lie 
in science and technology, its future belongs 
as much to those who know how to mar , 
ket products, like Messrs Miller Smith and 
O'Neill. The fact that an incumbent is not 
being groomed for the top slots speaks vol- 
umes. Those who arc passed over for the 
top job at IQ rarely hang around. Bill Dun- 
can and Bob Haslam went off to run Rolls- 


Royce and Tate & Lyle respectively after 
John Harvey Jones pipped them to the 
chairman’s job, and Robin Ibbs soon left 
for LJpyds Bank after coming second to 
Denys Henderson. Sir Ronnie may find the 
exodus has already started when "he bands 
up the chairman's job next April. 

Gates is trying to 
stifle competition 

A recent survey discovered that Bill Gates 
has achieved role model status among chil- 
dren and teenagers - a position normally 
reserved for pop, movie and sports stars. 
Unfortunately, not all of what Mr Gates 
does deserves unqualified admiration. I flr«» 
many inspired and highly successful busi- 
nessmen. he is also essentially a monopo- 
list. And like Rupert Murdoch, he is also 
a remarkably successful one. 

Microsoft was bock in the US courts yes- 
terday arguing over whether its Internet Ex- 
plorer software should be treated as a 
separate product from its Windows com- 
puter operating system. The arguments bear 
some repeating. Microsoft claims that the 
two are essentially one and the same thing, 
that its internet browser is an integral pan 
of Windows, and that anyone who installs 
Windows roust therefore also install Mi- 
crosoft Ejqjlorer. Rival browser suppliers 
say Microsoft is attempting to use its near 
complete monopoly of the PC operating sys- 
tem market to dominate the quite separate 
and distinct market for browsers, which act 
as a gateway to the internet. 


There has always been a powerful in- 
tellectual argument for allowing inventors 
an extended period of copyright over their 
inventions. Windows is undoubtedly 
Microsoft’s invention, and there is no ob- 
vious reason why policy makers should yet 
be interfering with the company’s right to 
profit from it. But internet browsers are not 
and it is plainly wrong that Mr Gates be 
allowed to stifle competition in a different 
technology in this way. 

An obvious, though inexact, parallel in 
this country is Rupert Murdoch's TV en- 
cryption technology, which allows for the 
operation of subscription TV. It was Mr 
Murdoch’s vision and commercial risk 
which developed the technology, but should 
he be allowed to use it as a barrier to entry 
for other pay TV operators now that 
digital is about to arrive? Plainly not 

Unfortunately, it is not obvious that the 
Microsoft problem would be solved even 
if the courts do succeed in forcing the com- 
pany to unbundle the Windows and 
Explorer products. Mr Gates would still be 
able to cross-subsidise the browser from the 
monopoly profits of his operating system. 
An entirely different set of rules and reg- 
ulations would have to be brought into play 
to stop him doing that. 

There is nothing new about any of these 
issues. They are as old as the modern-day 
corporation. But because computer software 
and pay TV are comparatively recent in- 
dustries with underdeveloped competi- 
tion. they are cropping up in complex and 
unexpected ways. In this country, the new 
Competition Bill, with its catch-all clauses 


to deal with abuse of market power, goes 
some way to an appropriate tightening of 
the legislation. But until guidlines are pub- 
lished on what constitutes an abuse, we 
won't know to what extent ministers have 
ducked the issue. 

Tricky time for 
inflation-busters 

For all the talk of global deflation, it is often 
hard to remember that here in Bri tain we 
still have a comparatively high rate of the 
reverse - price inflation. AH the same, we 
do seem to be moving slowly in the right 
direction. The latest figures show underly- 
ing inflation edging another notch back to- 
wards its target The economy’s pace of 
growth is slowing, and mtmufa during out- 
put is showing sure signs of suffering from 
the strong pound. In the background. 
Asia’s turmoil is expected both to keep the 
global inflation background very subdued 
and to prevent the Fed from raising US in- 
terest rates. Ail in all, the Monetary Policy 
Committee mud be thinking that the case 
for not raising interest rates at next month's 
meeting is starting to look persuasive. 

But 1998 could prove tricky for Britain’s 
inflation-busters. The trouble is that infla- 
tion is likely to dip below its 2Ji per ceot 
target only briefly before climbing again. 
The Bank of England’s inflation forecast 
sees this starting in the aut umn, although 
the chart conveniently ends just as the cen- 
tral range of its forecast hits 25 per cent 
again Other economists reckon it could 


happen sooner. In fact, seven out of 31 City 
forecasters reckon underlying inflation 
will be bade above target before the end of 
this year. Some time in 1998 there could 
well be an unhappy situation with growth 
slowing quite sharply and inflation head- 
ing higher equally smartly. 

Obviously any forecast is highly vul- 
nerable to events. What happens will de- 
pend on hew quickly the economy slows, 
the exchange rate, bow high pay settlements 
climb during the current round, and how 
much world price levels weaken. The in- 
flation pessimists might well turn out to be 
wrong. 

On the other hand, the Bank's own in- 
flation forecasts have turned out to be con- 
sistently over-optimistic. What if the figures 
show it is still under-estimating inflation as 
the months go by? It is one thing to take 
the unpopular step of raising interest rates 
when you have firm evidence that growth 
is very robust, but what about doing so when 
growth is clearly slowing? 

Hypothetical worries like this do not 
change the calculation need month. Events 
and figures since the last meeting suggest, 
so far, that the balance has tilted away from 
announcing another rate rise. Moreover, the 
policy always has to be to wail and see in 
the sense that it is impossible to map out 
the entire future profile for -interest rales 
on the basis of what might happen to the 
economy meanwhile. Even so, the Bank's 
experts - and the wider range of members . 
due to be appointed to the Court - need 
lo be prepared for the worst outcome as 
well as the best 


ICI names new chairman as MMC report casts doubt on Capital Radio’s expansion hopes 

Sir Ronnie prepares to go 


ICI yesterday announced 
the departure of its 
chairman Sir Ronnie 
Hampel next year as 
part of a boardroom 
shake-up which is likely 
to See the Dulux paints 
and speciality chemicals 
group being run by 
outsiders for the first 
time in its 72-year 
history. Michael Harrison 
and Andrew Totes report. 


rand 

no City ? in3 


Sir Ronnie, who joined ICI in 
v 1955 as a oommerual trainee, will 
step down in April next year to 
be replaced as chairman by ICTs 
chief executive, Charles Miller 
Smith, who joined the group 
from Unilever two years ago. 

At the same time, ICI is 
bringing in a senior executive 
from the newly formed drinks 
giant Diageo, Brendan O’Neill, 
as chief operating officer. Mr 
O'Neill, who is presently chief 
- executive of Guinness, the 
brewing arm of Diageo, will be 
> groomed to take up the vacant 
chief executive’s post at ICI. 

The ’ boardroom changes 
demonstrate' the way ICl's 
corporate culture and manag- 
ement structure are being over- 
■1 hauled to mirror its tnmsforma- 
■ < tjon from a bulk chemicals 
business into one focused on 
consumer brands such as paint 
arid speciality chemicals. 

- In the space of the last year 
ICI has raised £3.7bn from dis- 
posals, selling large parts of its 
industrial chemicals and tioxide 
businesses to Du Pont of the 
US, and has : completed the 
f 4,71m acquisition of Unilever’s 
speciality cfiehiicals division, 

• . which makies products such as 
, starcbes andfood flavourings. 



Capital Radio's ambitions 
to expand its radio 
interests took a knock 
yesterday when Margaret 
Beckett, President of the 
Board of Trade, published 
a report suggesting its 
failed bid for Virgin Radio 
would not have been 
allowed to go ahead. 

Peter Thai Larsen reports 


The report, by the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission 
iMMCl. has no direct impact 
on Capital, as DJ Chris Evans' 


Ginger Productions snatched 
Virgin Radio from under the 
group's nose in December with 
an £85ro bid. Nevertheless, it 
suggests that Capital Radio 
will find it hard to pursue other 
London radio stations such as 
Melody FM without being 
forced to sell parts of its empire. 

Hanson is currently consid- 
ering offers for the easy listen- 
ing station from a range of radio 
groups including Emap. GWR 
and Scottish Radio. 

As Melody has a slightly 
larger audience than Virgin, 
however, the MMC would be al- 
most certain to block a Capital 
bid. “It now seems unlikely that 


Capital would be allowed to bid 
for Melody,” said Paul Richards, 
an analyst at Panraure Gordon. 

The report found that al- 
lowing the bid would have 
given Capital 6S.S per cent of 
the London market for radio 
advertising and a 46 per cent 
share of the national market. 
This, the MMC found, would 
reduce competition for adver- 
tising and probably raise rates. 

The MMC said the merger 
“may be expected to operate 
against the public interest" and 
recommended it could only go 
ahead if Capital sold Capital 
Gold, its medium-wave station. 

However, the Department 


of Trade and Industry stopped 
short of saying it would have def- 
initely blocked the deaL Margaret 
Beckett said; “In the unlikely 
event that the proposed merger 
were to be reactivated, I should 
wish to consider further what 
action, if any, should be taken.” 

In a statement. Capital 
Radio said that it had “the 
headroom under the Radio Au- 
thority ownership rules lo ex- 
pand in radio within the UK”. 
The company plans to discuss 
the report with the Radio 
Authority and the Office of fair 
Trading before deciding on any 
future moves. Capital Radio 
shares finned 5p to 520p. 


The Bigger Sale 
With Lower Prices! 




•k 


Charles Miller Smith, ICIIs chief executive who will become chairman in April 1999 (right), 
with Brendan O’Neill, who has been appointed chief operating officer from next May 


Both Mr Miller Smith and 
Mr O'Neill have strong back- 
grounds in marketing and con- 
sumer brands. Mr O’Neill is the 
first main board director to quit 
Diageo, the drinks Goliath 
created last month with the 
£23bn merger of Grand Met- 
ropolitan and Guinness. 

He joined Guinness lOyears 
ago as a financial controller in the 
wake of the share support scan- 
dal and was promoted to bead 


up the brewing business five 
years ago. There he transformed 
the black stout into a powerful 
international brand, opening 
Guinness pubs from China to 
Iceland, expanding its LTC mar- 
ket share and introducing 
Kilkenny, a new Irish ale. A 
spokesman for Diageo said: 
“This B a sad day but when some- 
body is offered a job like the head 
of ICI it is hard to refuse.'’ 

Colin Storm, the deputy 


chief executive of Guinness 
Brewing, has been named as 
Mr O'Neill's successor. 

Sir Ronnie, who became chief 
executive of ICI in |9*»3 follow- 
ing the Zeneca demerger and 
chairman two yean* later, said: 
*TCI is a totally different animal 
from what it was foe years am... 
We have now put in place a man- 
agement team that will cany ICI 
forward for the next 10 years." 

Outlook, this page 


Liberty investors force board clear-out 


The controlling 
shareholders Ih Liberty, 
the’ upmarket FetaHer, 
yesterdayforceda 

- boardroom tleari-out of 
all Che directors who did 
tiotsuj^orttiiwnln 
their recent coup that 
led td of J; 
the cWaihrw^ Denis 


reports 

on a baltfc spine 
institutions are calling 
‘farcical’. 


The company's advisers have 
also resigned, leaving Liberty 
. feeing co^compensatfon pay-: 
nients and yet another, “fun- 
damenlal stretegic review”. 
The move has left Libert? with- 


out a single executive director 
after Andrew Garety, who was 
appointed chairman only last 
month, resigned along with 
managing director Ian 
Thomson. 

The two non-executive 
directors. Brian Percy and Evie 
Soames, have also quit. 

The four directors took the 
; decision after being .placed in 
an impossible position by the 
rebel investors, who include 
Bryhn- Myersori, the South 
. African investor, and the 
founding Stewart-Liberty fam- 
ily. They requisitioned an emer- 
gency meeting to remove them. 

As the rebels, backed by the 
Merchant Navy Pension Fund, 
spoke for 52 per cent of the 
votes, it made rbe outcome a 
foregone conclusion. 

Mf Thomson and Mr Gaiety 
Had supported Mr Cassidys 
plans to spend £43m on re- 


developing Liberty’s flagship 
stems cm London’s Regent Street, 
a project which foe founding fam- 
ily feeb is too costly. 

The two executive direc- 
tors were both on rwo-year 
fixed contracts and will be in 
line for substantial compensa- 
tion. Mr Thomson can expect 
almost £300,000 while Mr 
Garety is in line for more than 
£200.000. Mr Cassidy could 
receive £150.000. It is under- 
stood that Mr Garety and Mr 
Thomson will remain to ensure 
an orderly handover but they' 
will not be operating on a full- 
nine basis. 

The group's entire advisory 
team, including Barings, 
Cazenove and Slaughter & 
May, served notice to quiL ful- 
filling a promise made before 
Christmas if Mr Cassidy was re- 
moved. • 

Other institutional investors 


were incensed at the move, 
which they say may further 
erode shareholder value. One 
senior fund manager said: “I 
find the whole thing absolute- 
ly bizarre. It is tarcical and, l 
think, without precedent. 

“We have a majority of the 
shareholders clearing out the 
board, when the company is at 
a critical stage in its develop- 
ment. There is no chief execu- 
tive and morale must be at rock 
hortom. Who would want to 
come in as chief executive, il 
you came in wearing the wrong 
colour tic. you could be 
chucked out." 

Liberty did make one ap- 
point men i yesterday. It has re- 
cruited Philip Bowman as 
non-executive chairman. Mr 
Bowman is a former finance di- 
rector of Bass who has been 
working in Australia with Coles 
Mver. 


Hour does Time offer 
the best value In the UK? 

We make all our PCs m the UK 

We design and make all the PCs we seS including 
our award winning Colossus and Omega brands. 

We manufacture in Britain, employing over 700 
staff, and can incorporate the latest PC technology 
to give you better specifications at lower prices. 

We cut out Hie middleman 

We sell to you direct because, with no 
middleman it means lower prices for you. Ojt own 
Shorwoom staff who specialise only in PC systems 
serve you directly and can gtve you better advice to 
enable you to select the right system. 

Try before you buy 

Visit your focal Showroom and take a closer look 
at rhe quality and performance of our systems. 
Pick-up our PC Buyer s Guide and speak to our 
stall who will gwe sound specialist advice, m 
jargon -free plain English, when you ask for It. 

We get you started 

Our PCs are pre -configured and ready for use 
with pirioaded software Simply plug in and switch 
on Our unique *>0 minute video trainer and user 
gmde covers all aspects ol normal PC usage and 
can be more useful than 3 visit from a home 
instructor as you can watch it and learn from it at 
your own pace, at times convener* to you. 

10 years of service and support 

Our service is also direct and we have been 
serving customers for over 1 0 years. Who rise can 
provide the besit service but the people who 
designed ami built your K? Each Showroom has 
trained technicians and a Service Centre in 
addiuon to direct hotline support to your home. 

Money back guarantee 

Buy with confidence and complete peace of 
mind We believe our products, services and prices 
represent the best value in the UK. If you are not 
happy lot whatever reason, you can return your PC 
to us within 1 4 days for a full refund esduding 
delivery costs 


200M Home-F 



200M-2 

Horae Office PC 

2MM£a£aaPR3H EO C BflU. 
mwt 43Gb had Oak. sek vooa 
mods* Vkheftovadm. 24 CD 
nUMaUinaMiitar 
txnfe 

feaMafcVA*’** 




awn. rniui. 

929 


£1091 




42 UK Showrooms 







e Intel 1 pnMMOr 

• SMjRMI 

• SSmxx irodera 

• tV»«fc9Wh«.S%aH<W . 
ituvwft' eesta Sahara 
[■/AaMiUmn 



• VUeoftwneiBctei* 

• Masm EtfMre bundle 
ixfcdngU*U 5 
SmartSUtB 1 ® 

• Free PiWtr (Med dCh) 


899 


nawn 

.33’ 


• inal Psnsun* 200MHz 
Processor neiMMX*- 
«*«*» 

• 22*nwi 

• «Gi> Utea ATAned dfc* 

• 56k«*ftac/mKJero 

• WSpaadMAXC&flOM 

• 30 Wsvaatfe sand 

• 4MhSi8i>atnks 

• Wfoiaptwansi 
SWSAcOtoasawi 

• PC37d*ssAlX 
mothertx&d 

• at amply Speattg 
Gold ^eedi recognton 


200M-2 Hornet EP300 rr 

B«2 tuy model RMB Ban 233-2 toU Below) Kill 
onJy£S»*VAT = CUIUS UabnelMMi HTT 
HifcHAU. taw rasaaAbPnzoo proem* U 
mn mu Tadnotogy h> FRE Emoi 300 edewpanw 

taun l*-Wiri» 


PC-2 Models with TV and Teletext 


e 1098 


£1056 


233-2 K 5 r 

^ £1290 i 5 ' 


TV Home* 

AalOOUtfiM 
Mann* 

233WC ftrtHm I 

processor. afi> - - — _ w 

ATI DVD 30 ™ 

poem mC PC-TV sysem am Tmh & uoco apart 
incfadH amt sptaare as 3COM and FREE Epson 300 arinar 

^ooafB V Iroro 

233M-2 TV Home* 

H(pics pertmnancs imta Only £1180 +VAT c fiJsOB Spec 
■s TOM «ow ou «hi 6Alfe RUI. krper fed defc. fata 
Oil PROS proooor ■* WO Tacftnotogy. and P&TV 

cyasm «fli Tosh i wan aeon tacwv m «*w« 

J222S! RW5"®' *>*»■ *>' 

Homt»+ Meifia V Models 

Ttae nutab bcUJp Ivger gnni cptttaro and Ss Exk 
M i*BiJwfftckhwflaa mu otWi B aniii5nm»iiaaiita 

a o* £99 ♦ vat - mass u& 

■Wnppirnt'BwmnrMVK 
ac vwcmKvwrc 

U aw emptam are yn 90M mfliat 


Pay Nothing Until July <18 
Interest Free Credit 

NO Deposit 
NO Payments 
NO Interest 


Time Showsens tatturi 
the superetaws of 


Powerhouse 


JtttMbsy HadgaEnd 

Cmaapaox. 

CaaaoqpiwPm on. tro ta 

y SMan*w. 

TUDdUMdCM HtaOoste 

Bnuytana KmgnnRaal 

PaAOitanltaa 


Aim tan SwO»9.nwlAak 

_ nnwln 

- 

twitacm <*«*«» 


CMMBor 

'tar Hoad 
CM Bn am Pan. 


Cp aa a t ij MU 

EMM* nm* Fan. tMantnaW* 
acnySancnltaB 



^3§S£ 


Other Time 
Showrooms 


WhfetrtTradng 
Estate. Peed Centre 

Otasgow 

34-38 Saucteftal 
Street 


Preston 
The CapArt Centre 
Lenin Way 
Sheffield 
MeadoatuI 
Ratal Paid 

'regard 

Tefesri Shopping 
Centre 


AsdaStappng 

Centre. 

SL Mans Road 
MSwrewBoiKn 



Visit your local Siowroom or order direct on 

Freephone 0800 77 U 07 


I 233 M -2 

PowerPro PC 


Only r* - VAT 
= n» rsenra 


As laser IBM 6*601* 

PRSnprocAWV PCTVByswntaP 
Wad. wm n*»a MO 

carnnandi*^ inasen 


3CU raw* ItaaV CeasnOH 
• • (S am • vat - nsre n mbDcxbi 

Itnrwaa a maim mere fa Mki 

H«ita»aaiaiiha d a t 
rasa FiaanMaaiEaaaaf Mdzi 
aiiinsn rtamaa«eaio>am 


mn TimE 


i ns ikton* OTfetnvQt fkw siu OTiiff 

pd b«b ndrvb T '“**j** 




PiKMOCfatfeaebay g~] 


& 


\ 







THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 14 JANUARY 1998 
22 


22/BUSINESS 



THE INVESTMENT COLUMN 


Retail sector: At a glance General retailers vs FT All share 

Christmas trading statements -**-*««■ 

(Lite tor (flee safes to Christmas) 

Signet 

Majestic Wine 


102 


JJB Sports 
Kingfisher 
Goldsmiths 
Burton 
Boots 
John Lewis 
Littiewoods 
Next 

Boots 

Share price, pence 
1000 


12% (to 3 Jan) 

10.9% 

10 % 

8 . 2 % 

7.9% 

7.6% (total sales) 

6 . 8 % 

6.1% (22wksb270ec) 

6 . 0 % 

5.0% (high street 
stores only) 



83 94 35 96 97 98 



JFMRMJJASONDJ 


Kingfisher 

Share price, pence 
1000 



EDITED BY ANDREW YATES 

Retail sector 
looks fragile 

It has been a strange few weeks for UK 
retailers. In mid-December the doam- 
sayers held sway amid fears of a Christ- 
mas sales slump. But the first crop of 
trading statements from retailers such 
as John Lewis, Kingfisher and Signet 
suggest that the pessimism may have 
been overdone. 

The question new is whether at this 
halfway stage in the high street report- 
ing season, the mood has swung too far 
the other way. Christmas this year ap- 
pears to have been rescued by a late 
spendin g surge and it is possible that the 
sales increases being reported may well 
have been achieved by offering big 
discounts which will affect margins. 

Investors should note that groups 
such as Sears. Laura Ashley and Argos 
have yet to report. Sentiment could 
look very different in a few weeks’ time. 
Most analysts feel that with higher 
interest rates biting, retailers will find 
it bard to outperform. Caution remains 
the watchword. 

The sector already has a rather 
fragile fieeL The UK general retailer sec- 
tor fell by 8.5 per cent against the mar- 
ket last year, hampered by some truly 
dreadful performances. Laura Ashley 
was the worsL underperforming by a 
thumping 82 per cent, followed by 
Oasis (71 per cent). Hamy Nichols 
(54 percent) and Sears (54-5 percent). 

Only two big groups managed 
double-digit outperfbrmance - Boots and 
Kingfisher. Both reported trading up- 
dates yesterday and even one of this lead- 
ing duo managed to disappoint. Boots* 
figures prompted analysis to down- 
grade their full-year figures while King- 
fisher s bullish figures fuelled upgrades. 

It seems clear that Kingfisher's B&Q 
chain is trouncing all others in the DIY 
market, hence the muted performance 
at Boots' Do It AIL The Kingfisher-owned 
Superdrug is also recording strong sales 
gains, some of which may be coming at 
the expense of Boots the Chemists. On 
downgraded forecasts of £540m Boots 
shares are still very highly rated and there 
is no room for disappointment 

Kingfisher looks better value and 
Societe Generate Strauss Turnbull 
now has a target price of £10 against 
yesterday’s 912p (up 27p ). 

Gwen that the sector seems unlikely 
to outperform in 1998, investors need 


to select stocks that could benefit from 
company-specific changes. Arcadia, 
the Burton multiples business could see 
an upturn after the demerger. WH 
Smith could also see demerger bene- 
fits. And Allders remains underrated, 
even after its good run last year. 

SDX plugs into 
telecoms market 

When the telecom industry becoming 
increasingly global, it's hard to imagine 
any small company taking on the gi- 
ant equipment suppliers and winning. 
But that’s precisely what SDX Busi- 
ness Systems, a telecom equipment 
minnow which floated at 160p just a 
year ago. has done. According to in- 
dustry watcher Dataquest. SDX was 
the third-largest supplier of equipment 
to UK businesses in 1996, behind BT 
and Siemens, the German electronics 
giant The year before, it was 1 ith. And 
judging by the 38 per cent jump in pre- 


tax profits in the year to last October, 
that growth is continuing. 

Credit for this goes to Index. 
SDX*s new digital-switching product 
which allows companies to have voice- 
mail, internet access and data trans- 
mission on their telephone exchange. 
The system is also capable of inte- 
grating a company's telephone and 
computer networks - the much- 
heralded “convergence” that tele- 
com industry gurus regularly predict. 

Hence SDX is taking market share 
- it has about 9 per cent of the 
market and can see that rising to the 
mid-teens in the next few years. But 
taking into account all the new features 
it is adding to Index, their available 
market is also growing at a fair lick. 
It also has plenty of scope lo take its 
products overseas. International sales 
are just 1 1 per cent of the total. If SDX 
can find the right partners in the US. 
France and Germany that should rise 
rapidly. 

So far, SDX has escaped the at- 
tention of the big boys by sticking to 
small and medium-sized firms, which 


means no more than 300 extensions 
on the telephone system. The danger 
is that as i( becomes larger 
competitors will sit up and take no- 
tice. But on profit forecasts of £5 3m 
the shares, down 1.5p to 229p yester- 
day. are on a forward multiple of 23. 
For this impressive little business, 
that’s worth paying. 

Investors keen to 
book in at Jurys 

Judging by the strength of the Irish 
economy, it is easy to see why investors 
are keen to book into Jurys Hotel at 
the moment. Shares in the Dublin- 
based hotel operator jumped 27.5p to 
a new peak of 4<.Wp following a 26 per 
cent increase in turnover and a 36 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profit to lR£10.76tn 
(£9, Him j. comfortably above forecasts, 
for the six months to 31 October. 

Now it plans an assault on the UK 
market, which is also going great guns 
at the moment. Its next hotel is due to 
open in fashionable Islington in May. 
A 19u-bed conversion in Edinburgh is 
due jo open this summer, and a 
proposed 250-bed development in 
Manchester is awaiting planning 
permission. When these are completed 
up to two-fifths of the business could 
come from the l/K. 

Turnover benefited from the buoy- 
ant hotel sector both sides of the Irish 
Sea and its rapid opening programme. 
Margins were fattened by an average 
8 per cent rise in room rates on an 
occupancy rate marginally up on last 
year at S2 per cent. The figures also 
benefit from the strength of sterling, 
which added about £300.000 in the half 
year and should continue to help 
profits. 

Brokers in Dublin have revised 
fuli-year forecasts upwards from 
1R£ lt>.5m to around IR£17.6m for the 
year to .April followed by ER£19.7m and 
in 1998-99. That puts the shares on a 
prospective p/e ratio of 13 falling to 1 1. 
The hotel market is notoriously cyclical 
but does not look like running out of 
steam for some while. 

Jurys is tightly held, with more 
than 60 per cent in the hands of the 10 
largest holders, which often makes 
share price movements lumpy. How- 
ever. the stock does not look expen- 
sive. Buy. 
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expenditure policy, including the manage- 
ment of the Comprehensive Spending Review. 
He began his climb up the civil service ladder 
in the Department of Employment and joined 
the Treasury at the end of 197S. 

In 1982-84 he rose to Sir Homphr^-status 

when he was made private secretary to the chief 

secretary (first Leon Brittan and then Peter 
Rees). He spent the following two years 
making money at Investors in Industry, now 3i, 
before returning to Whitehall as the Treasury s 
press secretary. Then came his period -as 
confessor to successive chancellors. 



0 



Good to hear that Graham Ward, the former 
Oxford boxing blue, is set to be president of 
the Institute of Chartered Accountants of 
England and Wales in the year 2000. 

Perhaps the 45-year-old Price Waterhouse 
partner should rename himself “Millennium" 
Ward. Under the Institute’s arcane rules, once 
someone is nominated by the eight-strong 
council to become vice-president, they then 
automatically become deputy president a year 
later and lull president the year after that. 

A spokeswoman for the Institute com- 
mented. “Mr Ward will have to box clever with 
Dame Sheila Masters, the current vice-presi- 
dent”, referring to the bitter election the duo 
fought last year, which she won. The spokes- 
woman added: “He's quite a heavyweight.” 

Mr Ward, currently deputy chairman of 
PW’s World Energy Group, is confident that 
any friction with Dame SheQa last year is over. 
“We worked together at the London Society 
of Chartered Accountants in the 1980s. I'm sure 
we will do the mature, proper thing and work 
together,” he said. 

And his ambitions for the mfllennium? “To 
get a sensible outcome to the audit liability 
debate.” Makes the Dome sound positively 
scintillating. He also wants to improve the public 
image of accountants. 

“People tend to think that auditing is all 
about fusty old people in fusty old rooms,’’ he 
said. Er, yes. Isn’t it? 

A former principal private secretary to three 
former chancellors, Nigel Lawson, John Major 
and Norman Lamont, has just been appointed 
director of the Treasury’s Budget and Public 
Finances Directorate. 

In a classic show of civil service continuity, 
John Gieve, 47, will succeed Panl Gray, when 
Mr Gray moves to the Department of Social 
Security after the Budget. Mr Gieve’s new job 
is. very crudely, to help draft the next Budget 

Our man is currently the deputy director in 
the Treasury with responsibility for general 


Patrick Greant is off to do his own thing after 
six years with Adare Printing Group, the 
Dublin-based printing group which does most 
of its business in the UK. Although only 34, 
Mr Crean has 14 years' experience in the 
printing industry and is now looking for a UK 
primer to buy, for around £10m, according to 
colleagues. 

Pater lynch, finance director at Adare, says 
that Mr Crean spent most of his time moving 
around the businesses in the UK where 13 of 
Adam’s 16 businesses are based. Mr Lynch said: 
“Paddy's biggest success was turning around 
the V/addington printing business we bought 
from John Addington, the. Monopoly 
company. Paddy took it from losing £2 .5m to 
making a profit of£3m in just over two years.” 

Mr Crean was made a director of Adare 
four and a half years ago. Before joining Adare 
he spent eight years with Qondalkiru a 
p rintin g group which used to own a big mill 
in Clondalkin, Dublin, before the latter went 
bust. 

Antbouy MuDer, senior vice-president and chief 
financial officer with the Anglo-American 
software developer Micro Fbcus Group, has 
resigned from the company to join another 
business in California. 

Micro Focus has its headquarters in 
Newbury in England and hs other oESce in Palo 
AJto, in California’s Silicon Valley. Mr Muller 
is joining another, as yet on-named, company 
with which he has been associated for around 
10 years. 

Micro Focus says it intends to announce a 
replacement shortly, probably with the annual 
results on 4 March, and during the interim 
period, the company's vice president, general 
counsel and secretary, Loren HiBberg, will 
assume Mr Muller’s role; 

Mr Muller was very much associated with 
Marcdo Gnmutio, who was brought in as chief 
executive of the company in April 1996 to 
rescue it from drowning in losses. Mr Gum- 
urio appointed Mr Muller as effective finance 
director in September 1996, and then left last 
July after returning Micro to profit 

Micro’s new chief executive Martin Waters 
said yesterday. “The company is confident that 
it will meet its revenue and profit plans for the 
remainder of this fiscal year and believes it wxO 
continue to grow in both revenue and profits 
for the coining fiscal year.” 
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The Independent and Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at 
six of London’s top restaurants throughout January and February for £10 

From Monday January 5th until Saturday February 28th, the following 
establishments are offering readers a two course lunch or early evening supper for 

just £10 per person. 

How to Book 

To participate in the offer simply collect one token (tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token in order 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens will be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and 

ail bookings are subject to availability. 

A special discount is available on selected items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops 

on presentation of the token. 
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Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grill 
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Valid between Sunday January tthh and Friday January 16* 
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Address. 
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The Independent offer is available at the 
following restaurants; 

Bluebird 350 King's Road. London, SW3 5UU 
0i7l 559 1000 

Lunch l2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 

Blue Print Caf4 The Design Museum, 28 Shad Thames. London, SE I 
2YE 

0171 378 7031 

Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm -7pm* 

Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grill 36d Shad Thames, London, SEl 2YE 
0171 403 8403 

Lunch I2noon - 3pm, early evening supper bpm -7pm 

Mezzo 100 Wardour Street, London, W|V 3LE 
0171 3144000 

l Lunch l2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 
j dosed Saturday lunchtime, open Sunday 1 2pm - 4pm 

Quaglino's 16 Bury Street. St James's, London, SWIY6AL 
0171 930 6767 

Lunch 1 2 noon - 3pm. early evening supper 5.30pm - 6.30pm 

Zinc Bar & Grill 21 Heddon Street, London, WIR7LF 
0171 255 8899 

The special 3 course menu is available between 1 2noon and 7pm 
between Monday and Wednesday the offer is extended until 1 1 pm* 


The offer is available 7 days a week at all six restairants 

• Closed from 6pm on Swiday Offer not available after 6pm on February |4 


* _ . 
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Rail chairman attacks 
privatised performance 

John Welsby, chairman of British Rail which is now a holding 
company for unsold assets, last night attacked the privatised 
railway industry in a lecture to industry professionals. Mr 
Welsby, who is advising the Government on re-regulating the 
nation's railways, sai± “Performance, far from continuing to 
improve, has actually deteriorated. The failings are not iso- 
lated local ones, but are spread across the country.” 

Performance on many of the railway's highest-profile routes 
bad been poor, he said. West Coast, run by Virgin, and Great 
Western, bought out by its management, had run fewer trains 
on time than under BR. The rail industry had to “start pro- 
ducing tangible benefits for the travelling public from the funds 
that are flowing into it”. 

Merger decision awaited 

Price Waterhouse and Coopers & Lybrand, the accountancy 
and management consultancy firms, expect to be told next 
week whether the European Commission intends to carry out 
a detailed investigation of their proposed roeiger. This emerged 
as the firms refused to comment on reports that the Bank of 
England and the Department of Trade and Industry had added 
their concerns about the planned consolidation in the ac- 
countancy profession to those already expressed by the 
Financial Services Authority, and Iosco, the organisation of 
world stock market regulators. 

German jobless figure up 

The number of people employed in Germany has fallen to 
its lowest level since reunification in 1990. About 34 million 
people were employed in Germany during 1997, L3 percent 
lower than in 1996, according to the Federal Bureau of 
Statistics. Unemployment reached its highest level since 
reunification, with almost 4.4 million people without work. 

Northern Leisure soars 

Shares in Northern Leisure, the nightclub owner, jumped 40p 
to 459ip after it announced profits for the six months to March 
up 89 percent lo£7w. Hie fas (-growing group is also raising 
£2(1.6m from a share placing to fund an ambitious expansion 
programme that is likely to make it the largest nightclub owner 
in the UK 

£l50m PW case opens 

Bank Austria, one of Europe's biggest banks, opened its claim 
for almost £150m in damages against Price Waterhouse in 
the High Court in London yesterday. The case, which is 
expected to last at least 12 weeks, alleges that PW failed to 
spot serious problems at Sovereign Leasing, a UK leasing 
company in which it acquired a majority stake in 1990. 
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Brussels backs 
S&N tied pubs 


The European Commission 
yesterday gave its biggest en- 
dorsement yet of the British 
tied-pub system. Scottish & 
Newcastle, Britain's biggest 
brewer, has been given the 
provisional all-clear to operate 
a tie, under which it requires 
tenants to buy its own beers in 
return for lower rents and dis- 
counts. The announcement 
comes in the wake of the Com- 
mission’s preliminary decision 
to allow Whitbread to keep its 
lied leases. 

However, pub owners still 
face a battle over allegations by 
tenants who say they were 
forced to accept unfair ties. 
Brussels’ approval of the tied 
system has proved unpopular 
with many tenants who are 
fighting a rearguard action to 
have the decision overturned. 
More than 90 of Whitbread’s 
tenants are believed to have 
lodged a complaint to Brussels, 
claiming that figures provided 
by the brewing group do not 
give a fair reflection of the 
benefits available to them under 
the tied system. 


Legal action from Inntre- 
preneur pub tenants against the 
tie is also set to burst into tbe 
open this year. Inntrepreneur, 
now owned by Nomura, the 
Japanese investment bank, has 
been forced to withdraw its 
application to the Commission 
to have old tied agreements 
ratified, due to pressure from dis- 
gruntled tenants who have com- 
plained vociferously to Brussels. 

Julian Maitland Walker, a 
solicitor representing lontre- 
preneur tenant groups, said 
yesterday: “We are hoping to . 
put several test cases before the£ 
High Court this year. This*' 
[European Commission] deci- 
sion does not vindicate the 
entire tied-pub system, only 
those that can demonstrate that 
benefits available compensate 
fully for having the tie.” 

However, the decision Is 
good news for small brewers 
and hundreds of village pubs 
which, according to the Cam- 
paign for Real Ale, could have 
gone out of business if the tied 
system was outlawed. 

-Andrew Totes 
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to go to European rivals 


British Midland yesterday called 
on Brussels to force British Air- 
ways and American Airlines to 
hand over slots at Heathrow to 
rival European airlines as the 
price for allowing their trans- 
atlantic alliance to proceed. 

In a letter to Karel Vhn Miert, 
the European Competition Com- 
missioner, British Midland’s 
chairman. Sir Michael Bishop, 
said if the tie-up went ahead it was 
important to preserve competi- 
tion on both t ransatlan tic and 
European routes. 

Tbe European Commission is 
expected to require BArAA to 
surrender about 250 take-off 
and landing slots in return for ap- 
proving the alliance. The UK’s 
Office of Hut Hading has rec- 
ommended that the two carriers 
give up 168 slots to enable rival 
transatlantic carriers to start 
competing services. 

_ U. . 


Sir Michael said the differ- 
ence between the two - 82 
slots or enough capacity to 
operate five extra round trips a 

day from Heathrow -should be 
allocated to carriers operating 
European routes. 

He argued that unless there 
were more European feeder ser- 
vices into Heathrow, there would 
not be sufficient numbers of pas- 
sengers to support new airlines 
entering the US-Heathrow mar- 
ket in competition to BA-AA. 

Sir Michael also claimed that 
whereas many transatlantic 
routes were already highly com- 
petitive. with four airlines vying 
for passengers, some European 
routes were less well served. 
For instance, only one other 

flag carrier competes with BA on 

services from Heathrow loTtoo* 
Fiumirino, Milan and Munich- 
-Michael Hanpofl 
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Wolseley tumbles as Footsie manages an unconvincing rise 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


Wolseley, the building mate- 
rials distributor, came under 
pressure, tumbling 41p to 46Gp 
as at least one investment 
house suggested the shares 
were too high. 

SG Securities, the old 
SocieLf Generate Strauss 
Turnbull, expressed worries 
about its US and European ex- 
posure. There was talk BZW 
had also turned cautious. 

Howard Proctor, SG's ana- 
lyst, has not changed his £2 79m 
profits forecast for the year end- 
ing July. Last time ihe com- 
pany. with an impressive record, 
produced £364 in. Bui be said: 
“The shares do not deserve 
their premium rating''. 

In October they touched a 
535p peak, up from 425.5p in 
the summer. 

The rest of the stock mar- 
ket managed to close with a 
plus but it was a far from con- 
vincing performance. Footsie, 
at one time up 41.1 points, 
ended 15.1 higher at 5,083.9, 


largely unimpressed by a firm 
New York and a modest Far 
Eastern revival. 

Retailers were mixed. 
Kingfisher climbed 27p to a 
912p peak after a relatively 
cheerful festive trading re- 
port but Boots gave up 58p to 
847p as its trading review 
failed to meet best expecta- 
tions. Anxiety about Dixons, 
reporting today, and Argos, on 
Friday, softened the shares 4p 
to 582p and 7p to 543p re- 
spectively. 

Great Universal Stores was 
the most heavily traded share. 
Cazenove and Morgan Stan- 
ley placed with institutions 
36.76 million shares at 719p. 
They paid 71 2-5p a share to the 
vendor, the Wolfson Founda- 
tion, which supports educa- 
tional and medical research. 
The foundation still has more 
than 3 per cent of GUS. The 
price was at one time down 
31p; it ended 22p offal 73 lp. 

BT was little changed at 


501 .25p as chairman Sir T ain 
Vhllance sold 140,000 shares at 
500.5 p. 

WPP. the advertising 
group, weakened a further 
12p to 253p on rumours one 
of its subsidiaries has lost a 
major account. 

Micro Focus, the computer 
group which has had a heady 
romp, fell 40p to 2,550p as 
chief financial officer Tony 
Muller quit. In July chief ex- 
ecutive Marcelo Gumirio de- 
parted shortly after cashing in 
share options. 

BSkyB fell 14p to 41 8p 
with Credit Lyonnais Laing 
cautious. The company said 
it was on track for a digital tele- 
vision launch in the second 
quarter of this year. 

EMI slipped lip to 4S8p. 
The showbiz group has a high 
exposure to Asia, and NatWfest 
Securities rates the shares no 
more than a hold. 

Financials, led by Abbey 
National, recovered some of 


their poise, and with the crude 
price firming, oils improved, 
with British Petroleum in the 
forefront. Billiton continued 
to suffer from weak metal 
prices, off a further 6p at 
13Sp. 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries greeted a new chief op- 
erating officer, Brendan 
O’Neill, from Guinness, with 
a 9p plus to 934p. Buy advice 
from investment houses 


Share spotlight 

share price, pence 
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Paribas and Sutherlands was 
another influence. 

Creative Publishing, the 
greeting card group spun off 
from Fine Art Developments 
in October, finned 2p to 151p. 
There is talk that a big US 
greeting cards group is anxious 
to develop its operations this 
side of the Atlantic and is cast- 
ing its slide- rule over CP. The 
shares have had an eventful 
time since the demerger. They 
opened at 172Jp and promptly 
collapsed to I36p. Oasis, the 
fashion chain, hardened &5p to 
135p on bid gossip. The shares 
were 421 -5p last year. 

Engineer Meggitt strength- 
ened 5p to 170p. a high. It has 
won an order to supply stand- 
by instrumentation for Boeing 
aircraft. Financial details were 
not revealed although there is 
talk that it could be worth 
£60m. Merrill Lynch upgraded 
for the second time in six 
months. It is has moved to 
£30m from £28 .5 m for last 


year and from £30-5m to 
around £35m for this year. 

Enviromed, the little health 
care group where takeover 
action is expected, held at Sp. 
Equitable Life Assurance has 
sold its 2L5 per cent stake. 

Emerald Energy ended 
0.75p higher at 8p. equ allin g 
its peak, as excitement bubbled 
about its deep drilling opera- 
tion in Colombia. Turnover 
was again heavy. 

Deltron Electronics duty 
produced a bullish trading 
statement. It is trading ahead 
of budget, underpinning prof- 
it forecasts of £3 Jm far the year. 
The shares rose 125pto 140p. 

John Mansfield, the little 
timber group set for a re- 
vamp, rose 0 Jp to 9.25p. A 
deal is near. Northern Leisure, 
the discotheques chain, 
danced 40p higher to a 459.5p 
peak in response to a forecast 
of an S9 per cent profits jump, 
which accompanied another 
cash-raising exercise. 


TAKING STOCK 

ftmberstone has completed 
its third building society 
property boy in three weeks. 
Latest involved 46 residential 
properties in Kent and cost 
£L5m. The company buys oc- 
cupied properties (often re- 
possessions), collects rents 
until the tenant leaves and 
then sells at a premium. It 
also offers an escape route for 
business expansion schemes. 
Profits in 1996 were film; a 
sharp improvement is expected. 
The shares rose 4-5p to S9p. 

ML Laboratories gained lip 
to 120p, against a 46&5p 
peak. City presentations start 
this week. Chairman Kevin 
Leech is keen to bring the 
group's accounting policy 
more in line with other 
biotechs and appoint more 
non-executive directors. 

Foreign & Colonial Enterprise 
Dust jumped 23p to 222 p. It 
has 6.9 per cent of Computa- 
centre. valued at £25m. Asset 
value is put at 204p. 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 
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No decorum at the forum as Wakeham walks 


The turf war at the 
British Horseracing 

Board claimed its first 
significant victim 
yesterday when Lord 
Wakeham, the BHB 
chairman, resigned. 

Greg Wood reports on a 
departure which was 
sudden, but not 
unexpected. 


There is never a good time for 
a billion -pound business to lose 
its chairman, but 24 hours be- 
fore its AGM is possibly the 
worst moment of aJL The annual 
Industry Committee Forum, 
which is as dose as the racing 
industry gets to a meeting of its 
shareholders, will take place as 


planned in London this morn- 
ing, but it will be overshadowed 
by the resignation yesterday of 
the man who was supposed to 
be in charge. 

Lord White ham dedded that 
his two-and-a-half year tenure 
as chairman of the British 
Horseraring Board could not 
continue when his colleagues 
around the top table dedded to 
endorse Peter SaviU’s long- 
awaited financial plan for rac- 
ing, which wQI be unveiled at the 
Forum. 

**I have today resigned as 
chairman and director of the 
British Horseracing Board as I 
was unable to agree with the fi- 
nancial plan pul before the 
Board this morning,” Wfekeham 
said in a statement yesterday. 
■*In my opinion, the plan is un- 
realistic in the current eco- 
nomic circumstances.” 


Wakeham and SavflJ have 
been sniping at each other for 
weeks, in particular following a 
leak of details of the plan late 
last year. As parting shots go, 
Wikeham’s withering dismissal 
of SavflTs work was a beauty, 
since it will be plastered over the 
trade papers as representatives 
from all sections of the indus- 
try gather to hear the plan for 
themselves this morning. 

When its author lakes the 
stage to argue his case, the im- 
pression Lbat racing lives in a 
world of hs own will be stronger 
than ever. 

Apparently. Savil! will argue 
that an extra f 105m needs to be 
injected into the industry, much 
of which he expects to arrive via 
a reduction in the Govern- 
ment’s Take-off from betting 
turnover. While no-one can 
deny that the Exchequer does 


very nicely indeed out of off- 
course gambling - to the tune 
of more than £3 00m each year 
- Wakeham is clearly dubious 
as to whether a Government 
which has just removed bene- 
fits from single mothers is like- 
ly to divert funds towards what 
is felt to be a rich man's hobby. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Suattach 
(Wolverhampton 3.10) 
NB: Ragamuff 
(Folkestone 3 JO) 

He is almost certainly cor- 
rect, although it most also be 
pointed out that this dispute 
comes at a very convenient 
moment for Wakeham. He has 
been under pressure for months 
from many quarters, most no- 
tably Sheikh Mohammed, 
whose now famous Gim crack 


Celebre earns place among greats 


Peintre Celebre ‘s victoiy in the 
Prix de l'Arc de THomphe yes- 
terday earned him the mantle 
of world champion racehorse of 
1997. The French colt tops the 
International Classifications 
with a rating of 137, the joint 
second highest since their in- 
troduction. 

Peintre Celebre is rated the 
equal of Generous, the Euro- 
pean champion ofl 991 . Of re- 
cent Arc winners only Dancing 
Brave, who achieved 141 in 
1986, has been rated superior 
and among earlier winners only 


Alleged in 1978 might be con- 
sidered his equal. 

Nigel Gray, the British 
Horseracing Board han dicap- 
per, explained bow Peintre 
Celebre achieved his rating of 
137. He said: “Pilsudski was 
tremendously consistent. He 
frequently ran to 128. If you look 
at the Arc and the other hors- 
es they all fit. There are lots of 
lines of form which suggest Pil- 
sudski ran to 128 in that race ” 

Peintre Celebre remains in 
training this year as a four-year- 
old under his trainer Andre Fab- 


Top 30 Two-year-olds 

Horse EiffOpeenFrae Official Independent Weight 

(Trainer) Handicap weight rating rating rflfference 

Xaar (A Fatxe/Fr) 9st71b 127 130 +3 

Second Empire (A P OBrien/M) Bst 13b tt9 122 +3 

Central Part (P Cob) 8stl2fc 118 HO -8 

Daggers Drawn (H Ced) 8st12h TB 16 

Embassy (Saeed tin Suroor) Sst 12fc 118 1W -8 

ChageffAffaro(A(feRf)ifreffT) SsTtOfc 116 119 +3 

, Lend A Hand (M Johnston) BsMOb 16 68 -8 

! Saratoga Springs (A P OBrien/H) Sst tfe 16 IS ^4 

Mudeer (Saeed bin Suoor) 8st9t IS 109 -6 

Tamarisk (R Chariton) 8st9b 16 16 0 

Hayfl (Mre D Morfey) Bst 81) IM 104 -6 

Huhjajhjr (J Gosdsn) Sst 8b 114 69 -5 

Princely Hex (M Johnston) BstSfc H4 16 -H 

Crazee Mental (D Haydn Jones) Ssl TB 68-5 


re, who for the second year run- 
ning has more horses in die 
Classifications than anyone else. 

He also trains the champion 
two-year-old in Xaar, who be- 
comes the 10th Dewhursi Stakes 
winner in the last 20 years to top 
the juvenile ratings. The 2000 
Guineas favourite's final mark 
of 127. 2Jh higher than his sire 
Zafonic achieved in 1992. places 
him among an €iite band of nine 
hoTSes to be rated above 126. 

Matthew Tester, the two- 
year-old han dicapper, explained 
how he arrived at Xaar’s rating 
after the Dewhursi Stakes. He 
said: “Xaar. in beating a horse 
rated J 15, Tamarisk, comes out 
at 127. Allowing 21b for a length 
over seven furlongs it would be 
possible to rate him higher but 
it's not a straight line equation. 
You are dealing with a horse not 
yet at full maturity'. In any oth- 
er handicap I'd be unlikely to 
call seven lengths more than 
Ob for a two-year-old." 

In the older horse division. 
Michael Stoute is dominant 


with the Japan Cup winner Pfl- 
sudski (134) edging out bis sta- 
blemate Singspiel (132). 
Pilsudskd, who won the Eclipse 
as well as the Champion Stakes 
in Ireland and England, ran to 
a rating of 124 or over on sev- 
en of his eight starts last year. 
He has shown Sib improve- 
ment from four to five years, 
and 401b since he was three. 
Singspiel’s campaign included 
three Group One successes and 
his victory in the Dubai World 
Cup ranked him second only to 
America’s Gentlemen on dirt. 

The Cb eve ley Park winner 
Embassy became the trainer 
David Loder’s second champi- 
on two-year-old filly on 118, 
Compton Place, Elnadirn and 
Royal Applause share the 
sprinting honours on 121 and 
the Breeders’ Cup winner Spin- 
ning World took the mile cham- 
pionship with 126. 

The Melbourne Cup winner 
Might And Rawer finished lead- 
ing stayer on 124. Classic Cliche 
(121 ) is lop European stayer. 


Bahr has form to pull rank 


Mutamam (A Stewart) 

Artadlan Hero (L Cumani) 

Bold Fact (H Ceci) 

Carrowkeel (B l-gs) 

Dockskter (J ms) 

MjtMflhjUne (H Ceri) 

TMef Of Hearts (A Fabre/Fr) 
Alboostan (Mrs D Mofley) 

Designer (J Gosden) 

Gjoroajs (L Cumani) 

Hafrnahara (I Baking) 

Harbour Master (A P OBrien/Iif 
King Of Kings tAPOBrisn/Iri) 
LltQ e intfian (S Woods) . 
Special Quest (Mrs C Head/R) 


Bst 7b 113 

Sst 6b 112 

Bst 6b 112. 

Sst 6b 112 

Sst 6b 112 

Sst 6b 112 

Sst 6b 112 

8st5b HI 

Sst 5b HI 

Sst 5b HI 

Bst 5b HI 

8st5b 1H 

Bst 5b HI 

Bst 5b HI 

8st5b HI 


Xaar’s ascendancy over his gen- 
eration has gained due recog- 
nition in the International 
Classification for two-year-olds, 
in which he is rated 81b clear of 
Second Empire. Independent 
ratings, which assess both form 
and time performances, reach 
a similar conclusion, while plac- 
ing Xaar on a higher overall 
mark, 130. 

It is harder to concur with 
the official assessments of Cen- 
tral Park And Daggers Drawn, 
whose Dewhursi Stakes flops 
have been ignored in the Gas- 
sification. They are placed 
ahead of Tamarisk, who beat 
them at Newmarket. Con- 
versely. the handicappers seem 


to have ignored the best runs by 
Arkadian Hero and King Of 
Kings. 

The greatest divergence be- 
tween The Independent's ratings 
and the International Classifi- 
cation concerns the unbeaten 
Bahr. rated only 106 in the of- 
ficial rankings. She would de- 
serve better on her bare form 
against the smart Fruits Of 
Love, Quiet Assurance and 
City Honours in the Washing- 
ton Singer Stakes. But the ex- 
ceptional lime of Bahr's debuL 
win at Doncaster, rated 121, 
suggests she is top-class. Now 
with Godolphin. she looks 
tailor-made for the Oaks. 

- Luke Ardley 


2,000 Guineas Stakes (Im) 


1,000 Guineas Stakes ( I m) 


Horaa (Trahar) 

Xare(Afabre.ft) 

Second Empfro (A P OBren W 
MnflOfKtaggtAPOfran H) 
TtonwjjfcjBgHrtjcrj) 

Daggaa Drawn {H Ced) 

jfcgrijJttrtcg 

Sarawg Spring (A POaeiH) 

ZayafteBedtriSwoorl 

Cmtral Fart (P Octet 

fantasy tetmd (Saeed Dr 

Fleetwood (H Qad) 

Ls-faatilBfMs) 


L ari b rote* 

7-1 

7-1 

20-1 

2frl 

20-1 

2S-T 

25-1 


garfMwagua«r#BO*fc,pfccfiS, 


Oaks Stakes (I m 4f) 

Hnraa Prana! Coral «hraM 

jbojHOacg 2*2 — 

GtonatadCuranq w — — 

Capa WritSafled bn Suroor) 2M _ — 

Bahr (B *2 55 

imkmCUmfmCHndfH -51 — 

UdraoM Una IH CbcA 2M “5 

Li MuiBowlSflaedbn&ipgl »1 — — 


Horae CTngvyi Coral WghmHS Udbrofcas 

Embassy (Seeed bn Suoon 60 6-J 6-1 

loriog CMn flfa C Head Fr) 6-i 67 7-1 

Cape Vferdi iSaeedfcr Swoon 12-1 Bj B- 1 

jfoafHCecf) T>i 1*1 D-i 

Aahraataa (J Durtopi 2&j 25-1 

nuintea ft. Cimart) ooicsto 2S-1 _ _ 25-1 ^ 

Woodland Itakxty (P 26-1 t-i 30-1 

Bahr (3 Kgs) 33-1 2M Sj 

BtefcgiWffllSauBi ^ 

Poraoon (H Cedfl 33- 1 *5L_ 

DooBWa IE Dirtcci) .51 

Eacti^* vomit* ottos, places. i. 2 , 3 iNewmartet Smfiy 3 Uayl 


lartwtoa 

14-1 


Derby Stakes ( I m 4f) 

Horaa iTranen Coral — arnHa 

Seoraai Empire tAPQBnsnW) W 

XaarlAEatre Fn 10-1 _ .B- 1 _ 

ay Honours P Oappfe-Hygn) 20-1 »■» 

Sat^rga Springs POBrw Wi 25 -1 __ 3CH 

HMtwood(HCgsi) »1 

Thapotft»nJ«ei) 3W ,?tl 

Central Part [? CW) ^ 

KuBraannASawru ~ 33-1 ~ ? Q-i 


Ladty otea 

fl. 

7-1 

te-i 

2D- 1 
2S-1 

25-1 

»■! 


Dinner speech expressed sur- 
prise that the BHB chairman 
could find enough time in his 
schedule to accommodate a 
string of other posts. 

Wakeham collects jobs the 
way some people collect stamps, 
and the last time anyone count- 
ed, he had a total of 14. He is 
the chairman of the Press Com- 
plaints Commission, and fills the 
same role at \bsperThoTnycroft 
Holdings pic. the Kalon Group 
and the Carlton Dub. 

He is also a non-executive di- 
rector of several other compa- 
nies. including N M Rothschild 
and the Bristol & West Build- 
ing Society, not to mention the 
Chancellor of Brunei Univer- 
sity. 

The baggage of his former 
career also weighs him down. .As 
a former Tory chief whip and 
committed henchman of Mar- 


garet Thatcher, Wakeham lost 
what political clout he stfll had 
with the arrival of the Labour 
administration. 

Even the Thoroughbred 
Breeders' Association, which 
originally nominated Wakeham 
to a position on the board of the 
BHB, seemed to have turned 
against him 

Yet rather than suffer the 
son of humiliating departure 
which finally claimed his 
beloved Margaret, Wakeham 
can now turn on his heels with 
his honour relatively intact. 
The chance of racing receiving 
even a fraction of the sum 
which SavilJ is expecting is prac- 
tically niL but it will be left to 
someone else to deal with the 
fallout when the truth finally 
dawns on a fractured and dis- 
illusioned industry. 

Precisely who that will be re- 


mains to be seen, although Sir 
Thomas Pfllongton, a former se- 
nior steward of the Jockey 
Club, has taken over as BHB 
chairman on a temporary basis. 
“1 want to emphasise that the 
whole BHB and all sectors of 
the industry are united in sup- 
porting the new financial plan, 7 * . 
he said yesterday. “It is a com- ■ 
prehen&ive and carefully ar- 
gued review of racing’s position . 
and we look forward to a con- 
structive dialogue with the gov- 
ernment on iL” 

Just how united the racing 
industry really is behind the Sav- 
ill plan will become clear at the 
Industry Committee ftrum this 
morning. At the same event a 
year ago, the bad blood between 
Wakeham and SaviU first be- 
come apparent when the BHB 
chairman made a pointed ref- ■ 
erence to SaviU's tax status. 



Lord Wakeham: quits BHB 

TWelve months before that, 
the proceedings were domi- 
nated by the messy (but emcr- 
tiunrag) saga of Matthew 
McCoy's trip to the Breeders' 
Cup (the Industry Committee 
chairman, you may recall, was 
not just wearing his seat belt 
when the plane landed, but 
handcuffs too). 

Both will be difficult acts to 
follow, but this latest Forum 
may well turn out to be the 
liveliest yet 


FOLKESTONE 


1.00 REWARD (nap) 
1.30 All Clear 

2.00 Mega lid 
JL30 Credo Is King 


HYPERION 

3.00 August Twelfth 
3.30 San Fernando 

4.00 Crazy Crusader 


Esco^Sf e quarar the osSs. P&ca 1 Z 3 (Epsom. Swda* 6 Jtg*) 


GOING: Chase course: Good to Soft; rtjrdfe course: Soft (Good to Soft n places) 

• Right-hand, uidutatrg course wtth a run-in of ora tutong. 

• Course a 6m west of town off A2Q Wesenhanger rafl station (service firm London, 
Chamg Cross) aborts come. ADMISSION: CUi STattersaasCtO i under- ts free). CAR 
PARK: Picnic car park C* pfus C4 per occupant; remainder free 

• LEADING THAINERS: J Gifford 16-65 P»£%X D Grtssetl n -64 (172%). N Hender- 
son 8-25 (32%). R Rowe 7-60 (tl7%). R Alnor 6-34 fT7£%). M pipe 6-36 067%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: M A Fitzgerald 10-46 (200%). D Bridgwater 8-W £33%). R 
Ounwoody 8-46 (174%) B Fenton 6-24 (25%), N Wlffiamson 639 (64%). 

• FAVOURITES: 101 wrs from 238 races (424%). 

VISO REBED FIRST TIME: Challenger Row (130). 

|l nnl VALENTINE GORTON MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) 
1 1 ,w ) £2,900 added 4YO 2m If 110yds Penalty Value £2,610 

XI F46 FORSOl RULE (41) (Ms Susan bfcCarthjr) J Jeritre r 5 A P McCoy 

2 0 G0LD8I SADDLE (33) (Efc Of Alfa farms) DVtHle 11 5 RBsOmy 

3 MASTER B0B8Y (F37) (RttoTO J Gin) R Fbrw n 5 J K McCarthy (7) 

4 S3 ORIENTAL STYLE (25) (Sryfr farmers) G Baking 11 5 BCfflort 

5 5 POKER SCHOOL (34) (D Yfesttey) NCafegfenn 5 _G Bracket 

6 POUfPHONY (F217) (D C OBnen) D OBren 71 S WHrefen 

7 REWARD (F216) (Athdb SM) C Mam 11 5 RDunwoody 

8 5 SUPREUSM (30) (Lady Hetan SftMh) Mre D Haaw n S .NWBvnaon 

9 44 TVE NEGOTIATOR (30) (F J SaiBtuy) U Heaioi-BM n 5 BPbnfl 

0 W WBLEYS LAD (41) (aiar W*ams) D Bocf*! Ti 5. DJBocM 

ft tNtBtREGNUM(Fi68)(MsJAT)xxneaDMraCHdali0. .LAsptfP) 

C ICSS UEZZAN9£ (Ft SG) (W VKifiy) its L Bower 71 0 .WMcftrtand 

6 SIU/B1 SANDS (F4E7) (The 8estO< Uci Pannenrip}TMcGmem H 0 Jl BMchslar (7) 

-13 declared - 

BETTING: 3-1 S^verrasra. 7-2 Poker School 5-1 The Negotiator, 11-2 Rrarerd. 8-1 POfypfioiiy. 
10-1 FraWyi ttfc, n-1 Ortencal Style, 14-1 Weria/s tad, 2S-1 Golden Saddfe, 50-1 othara 
1997: Desert Mortar 4 n 5 Rrtjghea 3-1 (NCaSaghen) C ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The Negotiator, a headstrong sort on the Flat shaped quta weS with hra fourth behind 
the smart Ravnwatch a Newbury an hts hunCng debut and was (l another decant ju- 
venie heat when sfrnftaily placed behind VrtuoEO at Vtbrwck. where Supremten was 
four lengths bade n fifth. Thai was a promsfog first effort from S-prerrasm. a tar maid- 
en on tha FlaL He shoJd come on for that and may have the greater scope of the two, 
though another Htely to step up on hs tribal nro s POKER SCHOOL. Largely dsap- 
pointng on the Flat in this comtry lest season after winning a nine-firieng maiden In 
Ireland. Ffoker School was easy to back at Fakenham last month on his hunfaig debut 
and soon baled the flakl fo the end. he made late headway into fifth behind previous 
winner tfety Cay without ottering the stghtBst ttieai and shoidd be able to stop 14 ) ap- 
preciably on that if ridden closer to the pace Reward didn't come 141 to oipectations it 
two subsequent outings on (he Flat for PaJ Cote totowfog a promisrog Introduction. Al 
ihe same, tha. well-bred youngster has the buU to do wel at this game. Polyphony had 
the makings at a reasonable midde-cfetance performer on the Fiat for Roger Chariton 
and k another w«h the pedpee to make ra marl, over hcs<3e& Selection: POKB1 SCHOOL 

1-4 on I MANSTON NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,000 added 2 m Penalty Value £2,924 

1 2/3M SIERRA BAY (14) (R Waters) 0 Sherwood 8 12 D J A McCarthy 

2 r0F2l HEAD FOR HEAVBi (67tQ (C OCrateO R Hoad 8 h 11 JFTMey 

3 tP-e65 NORDIC SPREE (13| Uoh> T Jarws) G L Moore 6 111 APUcCoyB 

i /30(F0 MOST WELCOW NEWS (1HIAS fart GLMocreeU 9 JJGsBagher 

5 OOFB5 SEORaiUWN(29)(P3r«B6pasSCorMreaBUd)J(2fford7DB PHWs 

i -63M3 ALL CLEAR (16) (0) U P M & J W Cock) R Aha 7 W5 -PHofley 

7 ZrPO KAWCLBGH MAN (40) |H R C Cfltfwvrood) P HcbtM 0 1) 4 Gfortwy 

e 26060 CLOCK WATCIStS (B 0 ) (W R Shoe) J BMgo 443 JGoidsMi(7) 

9 4530?3 JOKB) JACK (32) iffotard Clean) R Dean ^ OO .TDaecsnbe 

10 .'F-547 COOLSPOTpJS) rtwej G Enrigs ti 0 - RBeferay 

n PPS00 CHALLENGER ROW (14) (D) (No Need fo Argue fartrers) Mrs L Jewel 8 1)0 ^ Rowel V 
C 0 W.I PHHJSnATE( 2 S) (PettrGiespe) JFHch-HswsaDO-. Bfaflton 

- 12 declared - 

MmmanweigrciDst true /anfierp weighs: CfeSanger ftow 90 i22l 

BETTING: AD Cfoar. 11-4 Stans Bay; 6-1 Hnd For Heaven. 7-1 CkA SpcL KaricMgta llan. 8 - 
1 Gecngslown. Nonfc Spree, 14-1 Most Welcome. 20-1 Clock Watchers, Joker Jade, 33-1 others 
1937: Key Players 8 B 4 D OSifaon *-1 (fl Rove) O ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A poor race, and one wtech the dstance * woefully foadequa® for Joker Jack yet pos- 
sfojy just too <a> for Georgetown, who was fnshtng comng 10 tha second last behvxJ 
Pecrnanne over the course and dotanre last time out Sierra Bay. an ai^rt-year-old wdh 
ony tour runs to h& name, nas shaped fae a decent horse ai las bnited opportiaiities 
ana wem realy well when thvd in a big field of novice hvdlars at Huntingdon last sea- 
son. He made his reappearance in a novice chase at Vtervncfc a fortnight ago and, af- 
ter bfondenng at rhe first, jumped alarmrgly right when In (he bad from the thfd fence 
wnil ducking out before (he fifth last Thai was Siena Bay^ first rui on a left-hand come 
and he is evfoentty happier gorog dockwtsa Whie that horse could eas*y run Ws fi£4d 
ragged if or song. ALL CLEAR gers lumps of weight and has ai (east proved himself to 
be reoabie, rl only moderate. AI Clear ran his best race snee formg present conneo- 
nons when third over an artra five furlongs at Taunton last tens and n seems he is bel- 
ter suited by me nwwnum trip Cool Spot was wei beaten when left r front two fences 
out a Ungfield and (hen fated 10 ho« Cent Say Kartclaigh Man may have more scope, 
whie Head For Heaven 6 young enough to make a comebadt arid NortSc Spree sboiM 
Detier hs first attempt cwei fences ai Windsor on New Year's. Day Selection: ALL CLEAR 

|o“nnl NORTH FORELAND SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,000 
added 2 m If 110yds Penalty value Cl ,604 

1 3BtW WEATHER WISE (18) (Devp Omni WGU Timer 6 'ES RDmareody 

2 OL 61 AOIOV (1<) (Trevor Wchell J BrCger 6 II 73 M BMchetor (7) 

3 FP-P4 J0CTDR DOW (38) (Ws Derefc Strauss] JSMoorefi TI 3 MrSDuack^) 

4 Cr5P26 MEGA 7JD (F35) (Come faorxj lid) J Potto 6 n 3 _JMegee(3) 

6 S- U0YUXK5H REBEL (424) iMs A MQrrtnj J Long 3 11 3 DGetegtwr 

b BONNY (GER)(FIS11 ID JWinOeJD Win»5 10 12 WMarSWi 

7 0 BURNING FLAME (38) (Jen rtecAl R Ffoaer 5DC JKMeCailby (7> 

6 f?-4S NORTH BfD LADY (36) t J J StWvan) Ms L Jewel 7 tl tt _»EdgarByma(7) 

9 C4C-® SWEETLrTTl£»lAR(50)rciCBr3«ry)'3Bra«y?<lt:' RTlwrton 

iC 1 i>P5F0 VITA NU0VA (6) (The Stercon Serail Mrs C hkfc 7CC LAjp*i(3) 

11 F0 7LAHWFS HRST (29) (Wss II A Shcwers) D Sudd 4 U5 -...DJBevArt 

C J3 CADBURY CASTLE (28) |S P Trefal) G OortassCnw 4 WO XAhpuwfS) 

-12 OsdareO - 

BETTING: 3-1 Weather Wise. 4-1 Cadbury Casfle. 5-1 AdHw. &■’ Mega Tid. 152 S«»B UtBe Brt- 
k tM Bonny. 12-1 Joctor Don. 14-1 North End Lady. 151 Moytough Rebel 20-1 rtlwre 
19B7; Y«IW< Dragon 4 to ;. R ►*#« 71 (B Pearcei 10 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

RcfB’d Durrwoody a a geed booking for Weather Wise, bul it means the crther recent 
winner. Aditove. gore a very handy son® if W davnete akwance s lawn Tao accaxiL 
weather Wise might also prefer a longer trip, and although Adiove he« on arty by a 
rapidly dnwiBhlng rac* from Royal Then (beaien since) 31 F omwe lL he prcbabfy Wicked 
on to:- for oul and s better rtian the form suggests CADBURY CASTLE is one oi orty 
iwo |u rentes lahng on ihei elders She is lackng bi erpenence by comparison yet has 
gven a u-r aixounr of hersaff In (wo anempis in her own age group. Her sax allowance 
plus he? smart daimer lawjng art another 5lb means she gets suffipe m wwg ht from the 
penalised horses lo be n w<th a tav shout Mega Tid improved after ffoshing just be- 
Iwfo lourih-placed North End Lady at Fontwe* >1 Ndvgrrfaer and made a race of it with 
never Goff Diamond in a Marker Baser seller taler n ihe month wfe latest race was in 
belie? C'ivnpany than thrs Sdedtan: CADBURY CASTLE 


0 0 (V KENT HANDICAP- CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 
£,JU I 3m 2f Penalty Value £4,024 

1 3P1P- BAL1Y CL0YB1 (226) (CD) (BR HfissVMbms n 120..M WBSannon 

2 / 6 P 1 - CflBD06KMG(&3)(BLta%r)PRUtttarBTI 8 A Thornton 

3 S1«U1 BRAVE WGHAMDBT po) p) (SNJ&rtjirt»s)J Giftxd T5 11 6 _P«de 

4 fli-24 FUPPftNCE (32) (CD) (Bf) (Sntx? Haj%p Partnership) N Gaseiee 8 h 5 — CLtaweflyn 

5 SCI -2 BI0GGBI LAW (|5) (D) (Starteit Racrtrt D Gandtifo B TI 0. RDumnody 

6 200-01 BIG BQiDWI per) (CD) (l*»N Carrol] ELJameeBDB JRKwanagh 

7 PI-341 OCEAN LEAISTfi 9) (D)(Gttings Mete* fartnoOfo) Mrs DHaneh O 8. JT Johnson 

6 1-4333 LAYrrOFF(14) (JGOTtei) J QONe49 t)D LAapeH (3) 

9 A4P5 HlffNOwr (29) (hfoert Partnership RAher 8 DO RThcmtoa 

- 9 tedarid - 

tfnhjmun eegfit TCtt Trus handicap eelgfts: l*r ft OB 5W 8b. ftnhord! M Sit 
BETTINB: 10040 Brogeeo Lady, 7-2 Brave Fitfilsndm 8-1 FOppraca; 1« Bg Dm Dun, 7-1 Ocesn 
laadK 8*1 Credo Is fGng, 9-1 Lay It OR 10-1 BaBy Cfovte 25-1 rndnontt 
1997: Corn MetodyS C ft MrJTczanf (7) 8-1 (PNcnofc) Can 
FORM rajIDE 

BRAVE HIGHLANDER shaped reasonably at Whcanson In Nownfoer on hto first out- 
fog since basting Master Bo9ton as a novice at far two and a half years earlor and. fol- 
lowfhg a stight hiccup at Exeiac he seemed back to his oU sett when jual hotdng off 
Danger Baby a Wrroanton on Bating Day. Cm wit tering what Wtteracro he has had he 
can only improve and the hsndcappar has given him every chance off just a pomd 
hfc^rer mark. Brogeen Lady wfl came an tor her recent second to Stanmore at liter 
wick, and not just because it wastin' first outsigdlricBwtnnirigsasly over trip trip at lit- 
tmater in May - the Wtarwick race was five and e hatMurtongs shorter. She looks a big 
danger, fi ppance showed progresalvB form last nwwnn and Meted oft thtatarm by be- 
ing sfiorFheaded by Over The Deaf ovbt this trip af VtenMtok In November. The ground 
was too testing for him at Ungfield last month mid he can be expected to go wel here. 
Thera are several who lea to force the pace. Lay It Off inducted- She couldn't be nted 
out at the wel^its. Bul wren aKwcfog far the fatt that Ocean Leader came oH a strong 
pace to win at tftmtinqdorx he haa more on hto plate today tBg Ban Dun also has more 
to do than whan baateig Secret Bkf over the cruse and distance last month, but Bai- 
ty Clover and Credo to King gd wel fresh and shocid give a good accoint of them- 
sefves first ttona out. Selection: BRAVE ughlander 

FTnfil H.B.L.B. GOODWINS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) 
£2^00 added 2m If 110yds Penalty Value £2.026 

1 35/44- HAWTHORNE GLBI (38Q (CmBF) (Ifrs O C Fos&r) Jldig n II C Bftrtoo 

2 PR2I14 AM980iriL(FR) (I^ (CD) (BF) (A-Men Parfeurshp) GMkolRTTI 12 

Quy Lewis (3) B 

3 34463 VfaDM3A{29) (UrtfatlButM) DBuchei7 T1 8 .DJBmhel 

4 S2-0FF ABSOUTTE LMT (20) (Us JS Mntar^ J G9fod6 V B^ PKUs 

5 36438 SALUrSTWBW(19)(BF) ^chael And Gerry Vtecestsr)N Chance 511 6_JI States (7) 

6 520-13 ALPINE J0KBI pi) (ThaCdtxa fartnerahp) P HotiCcfi 11 4 RDmmdy 

7 MS-8 AUGUSrnHQF7H(a)(CD)(DCOBren)DO l Bnan'DDO JfrS Duracfc (5) 

8 -OOW SECRErGFTB^(Eq(fagdRKitt)MsjniTWn5DTl DLadiyB 

B 0D4-F YARSLEY JESTBi pS) (Ura Canine Moriir^ D Gnasrt fi B 8 JRKmnagh 

D 56PID- KRAIDN GARDBi (434) (C M VAmri) T Casayfi to 7 Nlhnte 

11 -65232 CARROlL5ROCK(1fl)fClStLaVieRanigP0rtttstfo)Cktam7 to5 — J Uagee (3) 
6 5P4- m—N«E(Fg»T)gSCart)DOWte5CO Rlhomton 

-tzdrctarad - 

MMnara wegftt 7dst Jit* handkap weight Aranas Sat 10b. ■ 

BETTWQ: Secret Gilt, 5-1 Aogite TMHfa, 11-2 AW Sok B, Sdlyfo Ibbis, 132 Alpine Jolwr. 

15-2 Cwreb Rock, 10-1 AbKdute Lknti, 11-1 Wndada. 14-1 Uuotenfa, 16-1 othara 
1887: Added Dmensavn6 to 8 XAbpuu (7) Ti-I (P WMmrth) Bran 
FORM GUIDE 

With Seamus Orotic agam taking the tWa. AUGUST TWELFTH Is 4«j batter n lor the 
two and a quarter lengths ha was beaten into third by AinaJ Soft R over (ha course and 
distance last month. The tnp isn't really sufficient for either but todays easier ^ound is 
what AugustTWelflh needs anheetistancaTTirt race tcanad into s om ettwig of a sprint 
finish after a steady eerty pace and was die second succesave folsafy-rui event fourth- 
placed Came On f%ny had been nvrtved to, Sbc days earter Come On fanny had soyed 
on to be second to Secret Gift at Lec est a r . a race the winner vres atawed to dontinate 
and only stepped up the pace from fhe ttwd testfo Ihe orcumstancos. a lna through 
Come On Rarity wnid be midaadng, "hut at teost they should go a good c*p here with 
CaiTOflflRockfotetetfieclar*By work away from Secret Gift whoS won twice with Du- 
rack cp and Is i mproufog. Selection: AUGUST TWELFTH 

|o on) CANTERBURY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS Fl £3,250 
added 2m 5f Penalty Value £2,713 

1 -F«43 (fGHLEAR£(20) (Erhradhorey) AHHarveyfiTI Q J A McCarthy 

2 1FAJ56 SAN FB24ANDD (4fl (D) (VtaSNJ EnbrfcosJJGitod E 11 O PHkfe 

3 U435P BAJflC AV94E (16) (S D htarateA) U Ptmai 7 11 3 .WUaretan 

4 00226 W&l ARMS) fl 6) ntcOTgaPHitoadqjjJ Barteed 7 n q WUcfartand B 

5 f&CB BARRBTSCSBOY {STV^pYeiVirpotaP art rer tf ^ JOOB to to C U cnwfi fi i 

6 rXBtB. RAGAIBJff (IAaPSWlhs}PHctti7B7 RDunwoody 

7 6059) G^N H6U0E (30) (D) (J Coonte) U Coontoe 13 to 6 JUsz M Coomhe 

& 5M&4 FIRST INSTANCE (44) P j epr Raciig) D Grissel a to 1 JRKavrea^i 

g -22P3U Bucxsr*iaBfra5)«NtetodJfaffadflno laspmi (3) 

to 51MPB OfC MORE MAN pq (AMBy)lteLBoMflr7 toO Ur R Wofocy (S) 

ft 05P-6& BENJpS)tAAWJaciB«r1)TCaiey7to0 TJItaphy 

-11 dactered- 

UinuTumlOst T/uetencftap waiter BbcfrSatanertM fObOoelforeMnSsrab Saryi to 4» 
BETTING: 7-2 Leona. 82 RmbAM Bank Avaona, 11-2 Bantatare Boy, 152 San Far- 
naactak 8-1 Btaek SWemart. 10-1 VM Armed, 14-t Gian Mirega, IM Hrrtfoatanca. 2S-1 others 
19BT: Oxtert QlM to to 0 D Mom* 25-1 (R Orts) to ran 
FORM GUIDE 

High Larefe sot posatty too snong a pace In the condfiions at Htaitfogcfon on Bowig 
Day. He's better than tha - he ipoit Cooie Wfe hsHridc bid Owe in November - but 
wfth Ttsf I3fo hob there to be shea A and BANK AVENUE may be able to make the 
most of fhe lOto ha gala. Bank Arenuab latest run at FondreH where he came bade mi- 
nus Ms w» beck shoes, can be avertcdteil Hs previous outing at Towcast* timed out 
to be In a tar hotter contest than raateed at the time and the form to judge han on is hts 
eerier thkd there behold Rakazona Beau on hto chasing debut. Barristers Boy gave 
□anceiiyouiicp a hard time In tfia mud mar an attended tiro and a haft mfe8 afVterces- 
ter in Ncwenteer on hs first attempt OMer fences and ifropped to ihe rmmum trfo whan 
outetesed in a auonger raca at Planpton nad tone. Me has to be a dangw over this 
more srttable dst&nca Ban Fernando has an easier task than of lata and Is preferred 
to stettemate Btacfc Statement, who swan confirm tte Fontwefc form with Ra^- 

mufT. who efid far bettor at Unoxster next h me. Setectfon: BANK AVENUE 

|4 no] ASHFORD NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1,500 added fiL 
" ,w l lies & mares 2m If 110yds Penalty Value £1,203 

1 56 ACHtLL RAlGLBt (IB) tGatja Unted) D MchdecnSh 4 .RUmesytS) 

2 W3 ALBSTTMA (200) (The East GafSfon fartnersiro) EL James 6 11 4 - M Barry (7) 

3 ARDENT1Wiy{GPPSte«il)NHBnctoreon5ll4 T Hanger (7) 

4 2 CRAZT CRUSADER (38) (A E Ros$ D GanddbO Ti 4 MrSftSdccS) 

5 DUCFESS OF BUIYN (j Dawtt) D Morb 5 Ti 4 MBafchatarm 

6 (H3 FRKHROSEMARY[44) (SMBodJy) J3l*xw>6714 JlterMeQ) 

7 UJCYWNXERS»iafod«MnOtWe6ft4 R Thorrtai 

8 0 MYDAWN(44) (ALCRgg) CMcriodcSll 4 .DJKavmaotiB) 

9 ffivam WAVE (TM Chattel Rffow 6 TI 4 AGreSyf?) 

to T AM) ORANGE (Cara teccfto)R Cuts Ell 4 J Parkhouse (7) 

TI 32- TRACEYTOWN(S18)UGTh*ha)0BBttg6T14 HfrJTMchcr 

12 PHdfYAPPEALfTK PBac^ JMj*T 84 to5 David Timer (7) 

-12 doctored - 

reTTWQ: 7-4 Crazy Omsadar, 72 Actifl Ranfokn; 52 Ardrn0nny, 132 Ttaceytmn. 10-1 Liroy 

Wattan. 14-1 Somaih Wne, 16-1 My Daen, 25-1 attare 
1997: tea Qalesto 11 X Abpuru (7) 14-1 (J Navte)l2 m 

# Ask Tom wiO mis ibe Vkaor Chandler Chase at Ascot on Saturday. Tom 
Tale, his trainer, believes the nine-year-old is not in the best shape ia" tackle 
the tw-inlk handicap. Ladbrokes' revised betting is: 4-1 Celibate, 5-1 MuGi- 
gan. Or Rcwal, 7-1 Arctic Kinsman, Lard Dorcet, 8-1 Cumbrian Challenge. 10-1 
.Leotard, 14-1 Thne Wm’i Wut, 20-1 Bie Matt. Native Mission. Stonn 
Alert, 25-1 Green Green Desert, 


WOL VERHAMPTO N (AW) 

HYPERION 

1 .10 Time To Fly 1.40 Polar Mist 2.10 Ultra Beet 
2.40 Petoskfn 3-10 OnrforthecTrtch 3^0 Anonym 

4.10 General Equation (nb) 

GOUKL- Stoncterd. —— 

STALLS: ImBf-outsidK rt« 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: WQh from 6f to Im 4t 

• Rtwand. Wt^ owl ^ 

• Cores* Is north of toon on A449 

admission: aubM;TW»H*Ee 

Oub fifl: Viewfog Rostauant E253O txta& n 8 BnasnC0t * )a 
correct uitt 6 Jan 199a CAR fWUC mw ujohn- 


1 1 uraui r ~ ” — 

# FAVOURITES: 369 wins Iran USD 

BLB4KEH6P FIRST TIME: Tha Fed f4.W) 

COGNAC HANDICAP (CLASS E) (Dlv 0 

£4,000 added 5f 

? S SSSSSSiB^^Sgl 

i £ sssssms^jSi 

6 mroa unLEBNRWP^ PQnfc * 7< Jl;-rr-; — 

7 503-33 HnJDKS EXffiUTNE 

8 03BW YOUNG B6H TO (D)J«*^6'«- A11< ®^ CT2a 

-8 (factored - 


Ifintmum wsgrz 7a TOfi. True hardcap tve&a.-Wrons fracurre 70 7*i. 
)Cuno Ben 7ss Nb. 

BETTING; 94 TWa Tb FTy, S-2 hnp Express, 4-1 Hiltons Executive. 152 
YDung Ben, 10-1 UtettteAl2-T8eKlwoodlte*ai«nC36LlA'l Hwv 
ry The Hawk 

U ~An\ MALIBU MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
1.4Q| £5,000 added 3Y0 6f 

1 4-6 DRYAD (to N LfEmodan 90.. ..SWhkwor1h3 

2 3564- a«OVBmiRE(M5)O i '**c fc95 AhxGraavwe 

a go. UYSTlOU. ROUGE (78) M DodsSO DMeGteonS 

4 2- P(KABBBr{B)SrMfteS(ti«90- SSwdersB 

5 0- PRINCEOFSAlSA(75Kkfcr4£ffe90- -.WJO’Co»itor2 

6 306- rAR«a»rairc^(138)RHcfa6ra0a89 .^CatSareA 

7 8 SABOS JOY (HSJCAteiSS UartrDy |Y"' 

B 86 SEA F«3p) TD Barron B 9 T^jratel 

-Bdedared- 

BETTING 4-5 Peter MW, 10030 Bm Vsnturt. 7-1 Drpd. 8-1 Sabo * -toy. 
10-1 Famdon Princass, 14-1 Saa flg. 25-1 rthen 

Fo ^ n i CHINA CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
Z.l 0| £3,000 added Bf 

1 W2 

2 30W-Z UB<ES DOUBLE (7) (CS) Gar Kjietr/ 4 ? - . . R ■ 

3 ffiOO- OHABRYp9(CD) l ;H^tf«Ei4 9B..- ; . 

4 0802-3 ULTRABffiT(B) (CD) pF) PtiasEfr6Bjn - 

5 SfflOO- CHMiGB> TO BAILEYS 

6 omo HURGfU. LADY (9) D ffch* 1 

7 OtTOO- LEIGHCROFTB?p4)iq(D)?uKS?35£ Sfrc wn egB 

g 00550 Gf LA HEH (4) (C) M 9 ^^TlJ 

to 60663 WX3N SOWS (9) A « - - ' ' **525,3 

ti ENDLESSHOURSJLEy^^i - = 

c 00505- MAYDOSOPKiaDcaSSI-- _- 
o 43*31- SNAPPY TIMES poo) jCP) K &3ds - S OatoGBsonB 


-lartoctead- 

BETTWG: 11-4 Uiksls Double. 72 Ullra Beet 4-1 Pabeegste Jack. 8-1 C- 
Harry.9-1 Gi la High. 12-1 Moon Song. Snappy Times. »4-i Iforgil Lady. 
18-1 Lar^i CreftBr, 20-1 Endless Hours, 33-1 Maydora 50-1 Others 

PTaTH JERICHO HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,000 
|Z.4U| added tm 61 166yds 

1 <6060 PREMIEH DANCE fll) (CD) Dfte)W Jens ft toO. .. 

_ _ Joefefie Rcturos (7}i 

2 tf403 PETOSION (5) (CO) J Psarw 6 9 n MWl^amlO 

3 30600- GRA(CCflUW13|JC*faBn799 ***** 

< 0226- LA MSJORQUJNA (J42) (O DLfafiflfltiO- • SSwfarsS 

5 3 Q«"- RAJAH (37) (C) C Thorton 5 6 12 Etesn IfcKeowi 6 

7 <*005- NORNAXLAD(J29)UM»te«)85. .. 

8 B0(W LORD NTTROGSt (-1T9) B LWveryn 83 0 TWJtena4 

9 02660 DRAMA KWG 191 (Q S Lkv^ 6 7 jO JQutei2H 

t 2 «W UffflERSTUDY(5)nH*sfeBa<'«-- A McCarthy (7) 7 

-10 declared - 

ifawman ngre 7a UXb. 7n* tersfi cap 
BETTING: 52 Arena Blue. 4-1 la 

(roasn, 5! Grand Cni. Premtor Danes. 10-1 Noma* Lad- ’2-1 Drama Krog. 
Understudy. 16-1 Rajsh 

K-™ JAFFA HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 
|3.lU| added Im If 79yds 

1 5355-2 RAMBOWALT2ER(13)(qDN«*^V 

2 mZ- ONffOffTWDfreHO»lCD)JFwr*»’S6 T SprakeT 

3 l>4a.u 

< «S-2 SUALTAW(5)(C|firt*»dw*59 3 

5 56000 - SUEZ TORNADO iff?) E Afclon 59*. I 

6 Sw- IN GOOD FAITH (JIGS) J J 683 

, ..iajv COUNS CHOICE (19) (CD) J Speamg < B 0 PBnj£»eyf718 

-7 declared - 


BETTING: 2-1 OneforthedKrii. 51 Sue tech, 7-2 Rarnbo fttaflza, 5-1 CoL 
Ins Ouuce. 10-1 Suez Thmado. Three An* Bridge, 25-1 In Good faith 

GTAA BASIL SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
3.4D| £2.500 added Im 100 yds 

1 0000-1 ANONYM (7) (CD) JLEyree 95 .. OPanSB 

2 0656-1 ETHBAAT (USA) f7) (CD) R i/tes 795 -ACtak3 

3 2X)M ASHGORE (9) {C)7 CaMv^BSO J)Wrlg«7 

4 4C2W QONT WORRY MKE PlJSpwirg- 80-5 Wghtonff) 4 B 

5 04300- FAILS) TO HIT (19) N Uttmcdan 590 .— .K rbrrepoil (76 B 

6 500001 JOLJO(J19)WJente990 JSackZ 

7 CSKv LOCH STYLE (7) (CD) RHctesfieadSSO FLyndil 

8 FOCO RlX)C7SHOTSIWFp5)(D;Numaei489 

-SWMmhgv I 

-8 declared - 

BETTING: Even* Anonym, 108-30 Etthart. 7-1 Loch Style. 8-1 Attgorg, 
51 Don't Worry Mite. 10-1 Failed to Hit 28-1 dh«* 

nr-^Til COGNAC HANDICAP (CLASS E) (Div 11) 
4.1U| £4.000 added 5f 

1 «.3DJ RAMSEY HOPE (4) (CD) C flatus S 9 13 - LO*moc±1 V 
C 031 2-1 ALJAZ (7) (CDI Gay Kdway 6 0 ® — . ..(tetoO'NMS 

3 J FlAT>6STaf£LAfe«PAUffiLaia7a5llffinMcfeo*4 

4 04000- BOfTY (Z22) ^D) B Bajqh 5 B 1 TWIteting 

5 OOiUi caBlALEQUATDN(qpn)Jft*lrB57Il*»)N<tetfa5B 

t NEWTONS CORNER (T73) D Mehcfe 4 7 to -FNortaiS 

7 CUOt*- SOAKED (37) PCJapman 5 7 to A McCarthy P) B B 

6 'OOt'4- Tt«FH)<Ztt(D)JL&«a7to. . - . A ISefrtB (7} 7 B 

-HdectrrBd- 

Vranirn 7a lOto True rmfcep *B g®.' N«l«S Comer 7a Mi. 
Tam m Jn rhe ‘ed 7a tto 

BETTING 74 General EquaUm. 3-1 A^az. 9-2 Ramsay Hop*. M FMh- 
eraone U«- 10-1 Newtons Com« Staked, 12-1 The Fed, 20-1 BofTy 


RESULTS 

UNGFIELD 

1JXK1.SEA DANZIG (R9bidiakna) 7-2: 

2. Quiet Arch S-4 jt fev; 3- JiteQaa Sortol- 

arS4JtterSmn.3'A.S (JBrtdger. Lfohookl 

TWa: £380; £230, CL7U OF; 0.10. CSF: 

E107BI fA Cftatonans Choice. 

1-30: 1. TIME CAN TB-L (Dean McK» 
owr^ ft -4; 2. Engftoh lnvad» n-4; 3. »gM 
Cffy 54 fav. 5 ran. 5, TV-. (J Payne, Naw- 
marisQ. IUk EG10; £T5Q £UG OF: £*30 
CSF: £394, 

2.00: 1. RECOGNITION (Amanda 1 
Sandss) 5-1; 2. Ftgawin 3-1; 3. Lady 
Lapfnaig M fev. B ram & 3*fr. (U PD^aBA 
N sw mart ra ^ Hate: £700; £130, PiSfe £U0 l 
DF: £1050 CSF: £357. 

2J30: 1. SOUND THE TOUMPEt (J 
EkarrhB) 20-1 : 2. Frtoufly Bran 7-2 oo lav; 

3. Half Tone 7-2 co lav. 9 ran. 7-2 eo tev 
Pten Gaz. O 17*- [R Spfobr; SfoeWnfl): 
Tote: £1700; C23CL CISC. £150. DF: £13820 
CSF: £85Sa Tricaat E2882& Tria £na3G 

100: 1. DIAMOND DRILL (A C3art) 8-13 
Lew, 2 . Blue Shade* 3-V. 3. Conaouf- 
ofihafog 14-1 3 ran. TVs T'A. (P Makh. Og- 
boume Moisey). Tote: £150: CL5H £11Ct DF: 
£iaGCSF:£2fia 

3J0:1. VISTA ALEGRE (A CforK) 6-5 it 
fav. 2 , Uaef Cormraffis 6-5 (1 fav; S. Cbb* 
tte Ashby Jack 6-1 4 tan. 1'A. VL (P Makfo. 
Ogboume Maisay) Tote: E22Q DF; £tC 
CSF: £267. 

Jackpot Not ant; CS?5B48cafii e dta wart 
Plocapot EfiflQ Otiadpoh C3SQ 
Place B: t tifiA. Place S: £717 


Card threat 

Scdgefield clerk qf ihe course 
John Cleverly has said today's 
meeting at Sedgefield is only 
“50-50 to go ahead” after per- 
sistent rain yesterday forced 
the course to call an inspection 
for 730 this morning. 

Sedgefield card, page 26 
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MOTOR RACING 


Honeymoon over 
as Stewart enters 
delivery business 




lEfcMS 

Williams and 
Hewitt rise ab 
their rankings 


Just one podium finish 
exceeded Jackie 
Stewart's expectations in 
bis debut season as a 
Formula One team 
owner. Yesterday he 
rolled out the new 
Stewart-Ford knowing 
that a one-off result will 
not be enough this time. 


A surreal combo of pipes and 
steel band bad them grinning 
from Dun ton, Essex, to Detroit, 
Michigan, and as a charm 
offensive might well have done 
the trick. 

Formula One launches tend 
to be more showtime than sub- 
stance, but behind this tartan 
spectacular was stark business re- 
ality and no one from the engine 
or car-maker was ducking the is- 
sue. The Stewart-Ford organi- 
sation has it to do. No excuses. 

As Jackie Stewart, the lead- 
ing light and inspiration behind 
the team, said: “The honey- 
moon is over. Now it's time to 
wash the dishes." 

The Scot and his team un- 
veiled their new, slimline car, 
the SF2, at Ford's Research and 
Engineering Centre, an indica- 
tion of Ford's intensifying com- 
mitment and demands as 
Stewart-Ford embark on a sec- 
ond season. 

A remarkable second place 
by Rubens Barrichello in the 
rain of Monaco gave Stewart six 
points last season, a result 
which exceeded their expecta- 
tions for the first year and vin- 


dicated the project But the rest 
of the 17 grands prix produced 
nothing in terms of points and 
now the requirement is more 
consistent competitiveness. 

That message came from 
Ford, who have pinned their 
reputation on Stewart, as the 
company beamed yesterday’s 
proceedings back to headquar- 
ters in the United States, and it 
was reinforced by Stewart, who 
won the world championship 
three times as a driver. If he 
needed added incentive, it was 
provided by the clumsy request 


BY DERICK 
ALLSOP 


of the sport’s governing body, 
the FLA, that he proved his 
team’s financial capability of 
completing the coming season. 

Stewart knew he would con- 
front envy as well as the usual ob- 
stacles on the re-entry to grand 
prix racing, but this shabby chal- 
lenge and Malant attempt to em- 
barrass him following the 
withdrawal of a sponsor was a 
blow delivered even lower than 
he had anticipated. 

Stewart has since confirmed 
new backers who will boost his 
budget to £30m. The workforce 
has been increased from 1 13 to 
136 in the last six mouths and 
will rise to 170 by the end of the 
year. They are due to move into 
a new factory in May or June. 

“What happened with FIA 


has hardened my resolve in 
that we know we’ve got to de- 
liver,” Stewart said. “We have 
got to give our people stability”. 

“This is a serious effort as you 
can see from Ford's involve- 
ment. There's total commitment 
all round That increases the pres- 
sure, but it’s pressure we relish. 

“Everybody is assuming the 
second year will be easier but 
from my experience the second 
year is harder. You have none of 
the benefits of newness, people 
are no longer prepared to take 
excuses. 

“I would expect us to run in 
the top 10 and we've got to get 
in the top six in races. With at- 
trition, you then have the 
chance of maybe a podium fin- 
ish, although we shouldn’t ex- 
pect regular podium finishes. If 
we can take our points tally to 
double figures this year we will 
then be considered serious play- 
ers. Only in the fourth and 
fifth years can we hope to com- 
pete with the front runners.” 

Retaining Barrichello, the 
Brazilian who was beaten only 
by Michael Schumacher at 
Monaco, was a straightforward 
decision for Stewart. Giving 
the Dane Jan Magnussen an- 
other chance less so. 

“Rubens is in the top 10 in 
the world and he is so good in 
the wet 1 think he must have 
webbed feet,” Stewart said. 
“But Jan was two races away 
from not having a drive. He has 
improved 300 per cent The dif- 
ference is night and day.” 

The test for Stewart starts 
with the Australian Grand Prix 
in Melbourne on 8 March. 


in 


“ \ v 




It was a day of surprises in the 
world of tennis yesterday wth 
Venus Williams beating the 
world No 1, Martina Hingis, 
while no less sensational was 
16-year-old Lleyton Hewitt’s 
victory over the men’s world No 
4, Jonas Bjorkman. Tnn Hen- 
man was another first-round vic- 
tor in the Sydney International 
Tb urn ament, beating Mark 
Woodforde. 

Williams, No 21 in the world 
but intent on claiming Haigs’ No 

1 ranking this year, managed to 
expose some thinks in hex fellow 

I 


dnhbedfrom No 550 to No 200 
after winning his first AIPTbur 
title last Week at the Australian 
Men’s Hard court -Champi- 
onships, was 5-1 up hot the final . 
set before BjoibnanTevive^ 

but victoty went to Hewitt cm he 

fifth match point. 

As stunning as Hewitt’s per- 
formance was last week at Ade- 
laide, where he beat Andre 
Agassi in the semi-final and Ja- 
son Stoltenberg in the final, the 


Tgf% 




rev i 


I — ■ — 

Venus Williams returns serve against Martina Hingis in Sydney yesterday Photograph: AFP 


“She was more vulnerable this 
time. A lot of giris are stronger 

than herand some are faster than 
her. But all the time she plays 
smarter than the other girts.” 

The 17-year-old battled 
cramps in the hot conditions but 
Williams was too strong for 
Hingis, who appeared unfit and 
irritable in a 3-6, 6-4, 7-5 defeat. 
Hin gis admitted she was not fit 
and had played passively in the 
final set, waiting for Williams to 
continue making the errors that, 
bad littered her earlier play. 

“But it’s not disappointing 
because now I have something 
to learn from... especially for 
Melbourne,” she said, looking 
forward to next week's Aus- 
tralian Open. 

Hingis acknowledged that 
her ranking could be captured 
by one of the up-and-coming 
new players on the circuit. “It’s 
going to be a great year in that 
so many new players are com- 
ing up -and you can’t forget the 
old ones,” she said. 

Hewitt, dubbed the Aus- 
tralian “Boy Wonder”, survived 
a comeback by Bjorionan to win 
6-3, 6-7, 6-4. The youngster, who 


even more impressive. Bjork- 
man, the highest-ranked play- 
er Hewitt has beaten, was 
coming off a strong second half 
of 1997, when be won three ti- 
tles, reached the US Opt® 
semi-finals and- helped Swe- 
den win the Davis Cup. 

Hewitt, the youngest mair to 
win a tide since Michael Chang' 
in 1988, plays a baseline game 
similar to Bjorkman's. But on 
this day, Hewitt showed more 
flair- and greater touch with 
perfect fobs and crafty ap- 
proach shots. Bjorkman gave 
Hewitt no praise, saying: “It’s 
tough to rale a guy when I’m not 
playing as well as I normaRy do. 
For the moment, anyone in the 
top 200 can beat me.” 

But Hewitt said: “1 feel I'm 
hitting the ball unbelievably at 
the moment.! kept telling my- 
self the pressure’s on hhn. He's 
No 4 in the world.” 

Henman survived a test in 
launching his defence of the ti- 
tle with a 6-2, 3-6, 6-4 first- 
round win over Woodforde. 
The sixth-seed captured the 
opening set only for his form 
to falter, allowing Woodforde 
back into tbe game in the sec- 
ond. But Henman regained 
his composure in the third set 



WORLD SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Britain’s relay quartet win first medal 


as Chinese founder 


Britain's (from left) Andrew Clayton, Paul Palmer, Gavin 
Meadows and James Salter yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


Britain’s 4x200m freestyle quar- 
tet lived up to their third-placed 
ranking to take the bronze in a 
dramatic men's final yesterday, 
earning their first medal at the 
World Championships in Perth. 

They only missed out on the 
silver by 0.5 sec - breaking the 
national record they set when 
striking gold in last summer’s 
European Championships in 
the process- as the Netherlands 
reversed the placings from 
Seville, with Australia taking 


gold. The United States, the 
Olympic champions, could only 
finish fifth. It was Britain's Gist 
medal in the event at a World 
Championships for 23 years. 

Paul Palmer and James 
Salter, on the anchor leg, both 
performed better than they had 
in the 200m individual freestyle. 

"We needed that medal" 
Salter said. “The team had 
been a bit down because we 
knew that we hadn’t swum as 
well as we could have so far. But 


this could be the performance 
to fire us up for the rest of the 
championships." 

China's new swimming dy- 
nasty was showing signs of crack- 
ing under the strain of the drug 
controversy that has dogged the 
championships as their women 
swimmers - dubbed the “new 
golden flowers” before they ar- 
rived - wilted on the second day 
of competition. 

None of their leading com- 
petitors reached a final most 


swimming seconds off the times 
they set at the national cham- 
pionships in Shanghai last Oc- 
tober when the latest suspicions 
about drug abuse resurfaced. 

Predicted to repeat their 
sweep of 12 out of 16 golds from 
tbe last World Championships 
in Rome in 1994, China have 
won a solitary bronze so far as 
the controversy surrounding 
the disgraced Yuan Yuan and 
her coach, Zhou Zhewen, 
continues with Fina, the world 


governing body, still to 
announce their fate. 

Shan Ying - coached by 
Zhou, who admitted packing 
tbe human growth hormones 
discovered in Yuan’s baggage at 
Sydney airport- was hopeless- 
ly off the pace in the 200 
metres freestyle heats. 

Shan, who had attacked 
media coverage of her team 
after winning that bronze in 
the 100m freestyle yesterday, 
finished 32nd overall nearly 10 


SEDGEFIELD 


HYPERION 

ia50 OW Hush Wing 1.20 One Stop 1.50 Win- 
ter Belle 2J20 Oanby’s Gorse 2£0 Ei respray 
3.20 Tlndles Bible 3.50 Stylish Interval 


INSPECTION 7.30AM 
GOING: Good to Soft (Soft In places). 

• Left-hand, undulating cam. Easy fences and long run-in on 
chase course of 500yd& 

•Course is 1m SE ol tom near Jmebon of A889 and A177. Bus 
service tram Stockton station (&n) or Durham station (t&n). AD- 
MISSION: PaddocXES (OAPs £4); Course £Z CAR PARK: PSd- 

dock £2, restfrw 

• LEADING THMTd&HbsMRetfeley 67-233 (aunty. JHJofvt- 
*on 20-B3 (&3%V G M Moor* *-1W J Wade S-®5 £1%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven 52-173 (3QJ%L LWyer 22-107 
(20B%1 A Dobbin 15-143 (105%). J Supple 14-74 (189%). 

• FAVOURITES: 2Z7-S87 (3a7%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Hya Prim (i20f. Global Legend (22® 
Apache Rawer patft, Ship The Mdargjn 


MARSKE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
(Dlv I) £2,900 added 2m 5f 110yds 


lo on l EQUINAGE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
^-^ U l (CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m 5f 

1 66351 DANBYS GORSE (1$ (D) JM Jefferson 6 If O LWjrsr 

2 5300 DESBTrBRMfEfl8)»sSarifc8t|* R Guest 

3 02005 LARKSHLL (IS) J RtzGerati 7 11 3 PCtetaeny 

4 03/423 NEUEGflfTY (13) (BF) Ms P 9y 9 11 3. ECsfeghm 

5 3MC GU3BALLEGBB)(B) JHJdnKXiBn lCHcCcnnck(5)B 

6 PBB/23 BBOADWflTmBOYfiajMHaTmcndCTl DJArCBouwp) 

7 3U4M N00RAN{11)DW*tos7OG BHwSng 

8 ««» C0RBiafC!4|SBaie«« NSntt 

8 ISOS’ CAD£AUXPflBteBE(19}D»rtft?109 B Storey B 

t) 3FP-62 DRAGONS BAY (14) IteURewfey 9 BB — PNhran 

It P04S3 SNIPER { 13 )FU» 1 a$i 6 » 7 . ADofcbki 

12RWU2 CALLBTNOY (IS) D Lantt B D 7 .JBuke 

G 0MW HKTONEP7) JCut»S104 Glee 

14XAF31 — ASSratt 

6 3P5WF COURT JOKER (19) (Q H Alexander Bt) 3 . JfUcGnOi (3) 
* 4m CHERRrORCWJpn-mrirEhESfl GMetaii Brarai® 

- 16 doctored - 

Mfrerom wogrr !0s. True ftwofcap wogf* Chary Orchid 9s» 8*. 
BETTWG: 4-ICaBemoy, 11-2 DsibysGgrae, 135 Dragon* flan B-1 Cor- 
tifeu. Desert Brno, 10-1 Broadwater Boy, Oobai Legend, 12-1 M e fto gr i fy. 
Herald^ Erfetone. 14-1 tefcshO, Step* 16-1 Court Joter; 20-1 Moored. 
25-1 Cadeauc Prandere.SO-1 Chany OnMd 


RALLYING 


Pathfinder and pioneer Clark dies aged 58 


,1 GJIRntter 

2 -OODRJ CHANM0VE{f9tV5nWi6rrs _Sttrt*fiJH 

3 4056 COME ON BUSH 07) J UpBOt 5 T1 6 _RSwpta 

4 UOOO- HAMSB-S STREAK p33) F MjlaQfl 6 T1 6 ADofaSn 

6 S0OO5 KNAYTONKMGKTdQ) JMJefeaon 5116 _EbMn 
6 LANACAR LANE Ms A SMrta* 6 fl 6 ^JSoppfe 


MAJNSFORTH NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4,000 added 2m 5f 


1 64221 PRME EXAMPLE {IJIM'fafuTtor 7 fl f! PCftfesriy 


66 MORLEVURNCEpn CO bRSH 6 _Zc HcCoriackM 

6 00 PARTING THE WAVES (43) T Easterly 5 11 6 Lw£ 

fl P3P6 SaiY PET (IflJ Cftopwi 8 T1 6 !7. HbX 

O FO GBKXiY (14) R BwrS It 1 NSmth 

11 00- GYMCRAKGYPSY (314) G Holmes 6 H 1 RQvb 

G PHEASANTS DQJGHT Ms MIMey 6m PMmi 

G 55300 SIDE BY SIDE (48) C Thorton 5 I 1 1 X Honda ( 7 ) 

- 13 declared - 


|1 901 J-WADE HAULAGE CONDITIONAL 
LLfrJ JOCKEYS' SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m If 

1 EM0 SAUNGBTPWJRWaBCJ! G SRm 

2 WOO 6PBHC CAU-t19)(P)CftgOT8G7 HHomxtaQ] 

3 ■S5406 WSOB((14)CQrart7 0 4 ruflmw 

4 SSP53I DRUMDONNA (629) PBeoimta D3. fl Orate 

5 P300B ONE STOP (14) M Barnes 5 D 0 S Tbyte 

6 40P0f CAKONBEBOTHBiED (37) M Pei 7 1) 0 NHmVyim 

7 A J Lockwoods GO EHaebind 

8 OOWF HWPRaijZSJ N0an*Bfter70a BKsnfenB 

9 PUPP4 REGAL JEST (19) BMurayS GO — R Studbolnw (5) 

-9 declared - 

Mninniwthe ma Ifcefanftapmgrtr OwSqpte 72G, Canxixbcttssd 

88 to n*?™ fc&Ja at it. 

KTTWG: One Step, 9-2 Beretem, M Srtfnger, 7-1 Another Hcea, 

OnoBoon^lo-i Spring CaX iz-l Regal JesL 16-1 CanonUebalbBradl 

«■! n)B rlBl 


2 0 AU.THEGAS(Z7)MsANeughtoi7ii4 _MrTJBerry(7) 

3 6-UP6 AfW>C RASJEH (15) F Mfpfcy 6 T1 4 ECeBe0enB 

4 4-2222 BRE9PRAyt19)MsSSntfi7h 4 R Guest 

5 P4-2P5 FUJTOPfl^ MWEastBrty7T14 RQarrtBy 

6 fiff-PP FOREVSIBHY (19) MraKLarb GTl * Iflee S Lantb (7) 

7 P«W HARHJECSYT (CD) Ms M Fteretey 7 Tf 4. PMnn 

6 OUU HawV0W0WB(689SKei8eHeiai(4 B Storey 

9 06/ LITTIETUSKA (1061) N Item SNA. LOTfera 

O 2P05/P OLD ALE (K) (C) JCuibSII 4 G Lee B 

11 00604/ OUTBYMGHT(635] GMMocra7tl4 JIBertfey 

G 2BP5 PAPBOSWG (IS) (CO) G Rfchads 8 11 4 ADobbki 

G /P04O BOSTWO (223) J Yfede P T1 * ASSMtt 

14 COOP SANTA JET (13) GUMocre 7 n 4 JCMtetei 

6 Q2PD/4 SUJUSSTUXBf{l9(a9MsASNHa*G114JSq4te 
* OO THEWASP(!9 JHomid Jahneon6 p 4 ..ib C Banner (3) 

-lOdecUnd- 

8ET7TIIG: S4 Mne Example, 4-1 Brasprayi 5-1 ft^ieifeing, 7-1 Rdlbp, 
8-1 Hrttecert. 1(M Stew Staflar; 12-1 Tbe Weep. 16-1 Out By HW. 
Sarta Jet, 33-1 others 


Roger Clark, the former British 
rally champion, has died fol- 
lowing a stroke at the age of 58. 

dark, who transformed ral- 
ly driving in Britain in the way 
Stirling Moss had done in motor 
racing, won the RAC Rally in 
1972 and 1976 and won the 
British championship four times. 

Clark set a standard for 
British driven? that was not 
equalled until Colin McRae won 
a world title two years ago. He 
retired in 1980 but continued to 
race occasionally, inducting two 
appearances in the 1995 Rally of 
Wiles. He bad been troubled by 
Ol health in recent years and died 
on Monday night in a hospital in 
his native Leicestershire. 

Tbny Mason, Clark’s co-dri- 
ver when he won the first of his 


two RAC Rallies in 1972, rated 
him a “genuine world-beater." 

Mason believes that Clark’s 
success over the near- invincible 
Scandinavians back in tbe 70s, 
laid the foundations for later 
British successes - most notably 
those of Colin McRae. 

“It must be remembered 
that Roger Clark did change tbe 
face of British rallying. He was 
the first British driver lo con- 
quer the all-dominating Scan- 
dinavians,” Mason said. 

“You only get a genuine 
British world-beater in any 
sport maybe once a decade, and 
• he was one. 

“Until Colin McRae came 
along, there really was do one 
to touch Roger, and Colin has 
now taken over his mantle.” 


“He became a very close 
friend and has remained so for 
the past 25 years. I am very sad 
to lose him and will miss him 
very much.” 

The RAC British Rally 
Championship manag er, John 
Horton, is another who feds priv- 
ileged to have worked with Clark, 
particularly when be was tyre en- 
gineer for him during his second 
RAC Rally triumph in 1976. 

“He was always a profes- 
sional on the stages and he was 
fantastic company when it came 
to the social side of the sport,” 
Horton said. He would never 
forget all tbe people who helped 
him to his success and always 
had time for you. He was also 
a great source of inspiration to 
the young drivers coming up.” 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

730 unless stated 
BV CUP THIRD ROUND 

Dw Bn g ton v Wotvoa (7 AS) — 

RA CUP THIRD-HOUND REPIAYS 
Aston vnta v Portsmouth (7 AS) — 


Port Vale y Arsons! (7-4® 

Shartiakl Wednesday * Waited (7 AS) — 


Shaffiakl Wodneaday * Waited (7-45) — 
SELL’S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

Lhriagston v Inverness CT 

FA LMBRO TROPHY Hrel-round raptay: Sit- 

tingboiano vStAfeansCtty 
DR IIARTENS LEAGUE CUP Second-round 
raptoy: Nawpart (Gwent) v Gtoucsstar Cty 
HYMAN LEAGUE Rrat DMatec Metesey v 


ARNOTT INSURANCE NOHIHBW LEAGUE 
Cup Second round: Evemood v Chaateto- 
Street 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier DM- 
rton: SebOTi v Surtuy Hwm (TASfc 
SCREWFIX DIRECT LEAGUE Prwrter DM- 

atom B rta fc i t«> ,<OafcTa Law PWBpa Cup a ac>- 

end route oecRon vGfestonbuy; VIMtogton 
vDmWi 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE John 
Ottan Cup aoeond round: Eadboune Ibwn 
vftvner. 

WMSTOT4LEAD KENT LEAGUE Rr*t DM- 
•ton: Omatvy v SwanJoy names (7>45>: 
C o rt urtB nvF Jwa tone rtvtata (7A5L 


Rugby Union 


LEAGUE OF WALES GlbM Oup QimterG- 
nals Brat tec Ceemartn * CamaseYnys Mon 
(7,45); Cwnran vOtarWa 
PRESS a JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 
Rasertxxgfi v Sgti (SQ; Keith v (8D(. 
SHIRNOTF PUSH LEAGUE First DMatoR 
Lame » Duigemon Swtfto. 

FAI HARP LAGER CUP Rrtenwnd 
Shamot* Rowers w Drortwda; Longfo 
side CeBfc; Mervus UWv SSgo Rovers. 


Basketball 


rofTl MARSKE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
.1 (Dhr II) £2^00 added 2m SI 110yds 

EFAAD (1{q J Nortjn 7 T1 6 .GLm 

4M JACKRDffiO(71) JRzGenkl6TI 6 HARtoedd 

® •W«SHDAn9)Jtta«dJ0l»O n 71l6 .-JLSSraAh 

™ ®^WW0|(D)lteVVted8«afcfBdBnwnffl 

„ ® ^^TasffirtYbne LWyer 


7 2RP-Q SWT>£BLflUffiH (16) CGat9 tl 6 JISuppieB 


4- S»0NaAYS(S7g)Jja*«i81l6.__r_ 

2 TMDLES BB£ (19) MlxtuteSn 6 


1 eni RAMS1DE EVENT CATERING HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS F) £3,500 added 3m 3f 


C (&/ILEP0WT (244) □ Lanb 7 n i 


-ECrtfe^an 

— P Cutaiy 


l S RGurot 

3 (M66S HEffiOar CmZHi pa J Gfactei OH B.C McComack S 

t ^ wg^aaf(34)jjQT«Ti (16 

! ®*nc(isCT5wea4 .!nmSi 

S fiMfl*W(CPHa^llsMfietohy7i]2 PMmB 

7 P44S5 NAGk: BLOOM flS) (C) J tefeson 12 H 2 JECNtartwi 

l S' ”™ tLPW gBsp3a'iRHd»tzii i jfc i niagiSia 

SNOOKWr^DUHtstlG. JBute 

10 0P0®- GAUWATBt(390)TDmGG9 .THeed 

1 «« WfWIWffOflPEflNUrapBCartlhaHS ygai»» 

2 S®L««»HAll.(28»JWid 0 fiG5 asSE 

u ™ Mfflf^PLAUT8(19)MsS St rtn7G2--6FRvan( ! ') 

* P4PM IIE.WAUKE (13) T Btaringun g GO IT- 

-I6d#cfered- 

»0N tub m#KK Polo Pmf M f 2fe kBw 


11 P-P SS HOfE CASTLES (1S)G A Hate 7 Ti 1 DHantna 

G STRAFW1 COLD (Flog MoMR&rtley4G7 J>Nh« 

. -12*d«d- 

BETT1NG: 6-4 Ttadfes SWt, 3-1 Rate, 114 Jack Hobbo. 7-1 Katash- 

ds, 10-1 SMtei Gold, 12-1 Heated As PuKtL 20-1 EtawL SNa Tl» 

Bkrlkte 25-1 33-1 offienr ^ 


RHJCAR HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £2^00 added 2m 5f 110yds 


ww lev. 

S?*'. 5 : 1 - !Wl * lr .W* M Wndfa g h iMnitf i. 8-1 Gaim, 
^ ^ P” P^ 8 - ™ Mwrtm Famty Gian. 


1 FW1 EASBYJ0KHt(W]SKeBteMlGl1 1) JIAFbgerdd 

2 «NM IfiAUSaBWlSflSJUaujan-f .W DoeGna (7) 

3 IWQ IU6LE N0RNAN (13) Ms U Rawley 7 G G PMmo 

4 6OT4 1CWDA GROOVT (19) (CO) I ParX 9 1 } E NtedBlB 

5 056TOP ZA»fARSI^SA)(3qwaaray7«7 PCtotery 

6 31-332 STYUSH WTtRVAL (19) (C) (1^ □ &irth 6 D B A Dgtten 

7 422-45 SOUSSEPIliksMfMwSlOS. Gin 

B 22WF K)I!OOfSDElAD(IS)(C19MsASlH«»*aCO^SEn4t 
9 30G-0 OfE MORE DB4E(19) (D) JRhb^$Sf|0 ZZLZ 

UcteN Brwan (3) 

-9dadar«d- 

Mhfeam m«AC Itot Jive HaxSeap weights: Kb octekfe latS* flb On 
UaeDk neBaSb. 

8 ETTWG: iMSljteb Manat 74 Uaflefeetefc, m Eady Mbk, S-1 
lOnda Groovy, n fob* Noroan, 12-1 SeuMe, 25-1 KB- 
loclHkfe Lad, 5fM Ona Km Dana 


WHEKJEND FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


FA CaHing Premiership 

1 Barnsley v Crystal Palace — X 

2 Bte*bum v Aston VBa 1 

3 Coventry v Arsenal JC 

4 Leeds v Sheffield Wednesday 1 

5 Leicester v Liverpool 2 

6 Newcastle v Batten 1 

7 Tottenham v West ham 

8 WVnWedon v Derby 2 

Playing Brouter Everton v Chelsea. Play- 
ing Mo n day Southampton v Manchester 
Unted. 


Nationwide Football League 
first Division 

9 Bbmfeghem v HuddeteSekf 1 

10 Manchester City v Swteiend JC 

11 MUdesbroughv Ipswich 1 

12 Norwich v Nottingham Forest ..2 

13 Oxtati Unfed v Chariton J2 

14 Port VWe V Portsmouth 1 

15 OPfl v Tranmere i 

16 Sheffield United v Wolves __..2 

17 Swtedon v fteachig _,1 

18 West Bromwich v Crewe 1 


Third Division 

31 Chester v Barnet — 1 

32 Enter v Doncaster 1 

33 Leyton Orient v Brighton ..... X 

34 Macclesfield v Hartlepool 1 

36 Mansfield v Scunthorpe 1 

36 Notts County v Carcttt _„.1 

37 Peterborough v Rochdale 1 

38 Rotherham v Dartngton 1 

39 Scarborough v Uncoin — 1 

Also playing (no* on coupons): Shrews- 
buy v Cartridge Uto; Swansea v IhA. Ray- 
ing Friday: Cachester v Tbrquay 


Jb* SNOW REPORT 


Ski Hotline 


AROUND THE RESORTS 


Latest snow and wanficr nepons 
from 200+ resorts in Europe and 
Nordi America. 


Aita Last 
open tote 


Lwr Upp FbreaK 
cm cm 


Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Aberdeen v DuitunAie — — 

41 Dundee United v Celtic - 

42 Kbani a n v St Johnstone 

43 IQmamock v Hearte 

44 Rangers vMotherwdi 


Voice reponr 0891 333 110 + code 
Fax reports 0897 500 086 + coda 


Saldeu 

AUSTRIA 


t abme md-st»on 


2S 70 Overate 


St Anton 

BULGARIA 


J Very pwd «n Vdup 


3S 25 OetmgcMer 


For a &d Rsc of aB sid codes by 
voice or fax dial 0990 100 843 


30 80 Br^rtspefc' 


Playing Friday; Stoke v Bradford City. 
Playing Sunday: Bury v Stockport 


first Division 

45 AMte vAyr 

46 Morton v Dundee ..... 

47 Hamlton v Stifcig Ateon 

48 Haith v Feldric 

48 St Mkran v Rartck 


WNsder__ 

FRANCE 


r powder mar al levels 


90 ISO Buertes- ! 


X 

2 

^J( 


Ski Snapshot 


Arpttere. 

ITALY 


20 00 GkudbuMng 


Second Division 

19 Blackpool v BoLmemouth 

20 Bristol Rovers v Burnley 

21 Chesterfield v Plymouth .... 

22 Fuftam v Wycombe 

23 GBngham v 'forts 

24 Grimsby v Brantford 

25 Mwal v Wrexham 

28 Nort ham p ton v Carfele 

27 Oldham v Luton 

28 Southend vlfebal 

29 Wafers v Preston 

30 Wigan v Bristol C»y 



At a gfance ID snow condUons W 
over 230 resorts worirLwlde 
0897 500 601 


Serocneccte — -p/ferau has best c c rdoons 

NORWAY 

H crnsrtd Packed orpmmed snow 


KX» 6.1 


60 00 Moradou* 


45 60 Snwdmxn 


County; 

Four rfiam Goventry v Arsenal; Monches- 
terOtjf v Gndata d. Morion v Chaidea; Ftetti 

Rw awayK Uverport, NoBtodHm Rotasi 
Brisw Osy, Celtic, St Jataston& 

Ttei hotoBs: Leeds. Nawtastte BlmmrtB m . 
Mcktosbroush Wsa ftomncri Btatol fferoa 
Fi*am, Peterborough. Aberdeen. Rangers 


in association with 


EWSTEL 


ni i ivnnori . u 


Sena Nevada Viter snow pack 

SWEDEN 

Are ______5ome fiedi aww on top 

UWTTED STATES 

JaOson Hole Deep Nsh powtesw 


JO ISO fteope m en 


40 « Ooudyftrww 


DO ' 05 Snwirwn . 


rath to 089! numbers cost 50p/min ; to C®97S numbers £l/min at all times. He^Bne 0990 03 345 


seconds off her best. As Fma's 
doping panel failed to deliver its 
verdict again yesterday, it was 
revealed that the vials seized 
from Yuan last week contained 
unadulterated human growth 
hormone. 

Andrew Thomson, the Aus- 
tralian Sports Minister, said 
that a sample testing of two of 
the 13 vials of the dreg that were 
confiscated matched the man- 
ufacturers’ specifications. 

- Ian Cordon, Perth 


bean 

n 

.--Coia 


r ( 


PONTTNS LEAGUE Prerrtar Dtvtalon: Bfrm- 


inOham aty v Manc hm tet Utd (733 (M Hod- 
nssferd Iter* Pteoton v NodtehamR«Jf m 
HrotDMtean: HutkferaMd v Wdves(7ri.8ao- 
ond DMsion: Burtoy v Rochdale (bG); Urv 
a*i CRy v Btehpod DMatoKlte 

vCteslar(7D).lJ>apua Cup Group On*: Wax- 
ten v Ovtiam Mhtofic TO. Group Two: 
Sourthorpa v Laeds Ukl pa Group Throe: 
Nods County vDvbyCaMty (71% Grotto four. 
vn^m v Stockport TO Group She Scarbor- 
ough v RoBrarten (ZD l 
AVON M8URANCE COMBOWnON FttBt 
Dfvtatan: SwMon v Portsmouth (7*); Ibt- 
tertomv Brighton. 

THE TMBRft YOUTH CUP T 7*iii O v n«f:Rtt- 
Id Cffy v Swartaoa (Zqifesnfch v arsrtfard Oly: 
Luton v Tbttorftan tm; Tramere Rwsre v 
Ctateoa (70): West Hsm v Btecfcbun Rwort 
(7J* 


TETLEY’S BITTB1 CUP Fourth round: Btadr- 
fnaifi v Saras (M5). 

WBJ8H CHALLENGE THOPHY Pool A: Bfew 
Wit v Cordoba m5); Pontypridd v Tucuiwn 


IMS v Cordoba (7G); Pontypridd v Tucuiwn 
(20). Roof B: Cardff v Rosorfe (TSJ: Swsnssa 
v Northan Transvaal (71^ 

IBWENTB SCOTTISH PREMIERSHB* Brtl 
DMsion: Curia v Ecfcnburgh AcsbomlcaK 
ggSrontf OMsteu MUssfijugfi vOIrtte 


me 


UN l-BALL TROPHY Q us rte A nte s lUHteF 
London T bws ra vftfandiosferGfertsM:Q«*- 
vUrtenLscpanfevThamaaVMsy^ONSW' 


: l . ria A S 


Other sports 

BOWLS: Wfebh Mumis fiJanel). 
SNOOKSt World Chanfetanship tv^Ssra 
(Norbrock Castte. Bfeckpod). 


1 . 


1 
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Patrick Holzer, of Italy, struggles to stay in contention in the men’s World Cup giant slalom in Adelboden yesterday. The event was won by Hermann Maier of Austria in 2min 20.08 sec 


Photograph: Claudio Scacrini/AP 


FOOTBALL 


CRICKET 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


nese foundei MPs join ; West Indies wait on Walsh Powell quells Namibian quest ! Clubs refuse to alter fixtures 



■rare- ■ 


Mcmbeis of the European Par- 

- 1 

liament are stepping up the 

?ri 

pressure lo overturn a Uefa de- 

■*yy ■ ■ 

cision banning the winners of 


^ the Coca-Cola Cup from com- 

•• - 

peting in the Uefa Cup. 


A European Parliament vote 

r-=- 

today is expected to demand le- 


gal action against European 
football's governing body unless 
there is a change of heart. 

A resolution tabled by two 
British MEPs says the Uefa 
move is “an abuse of a dominant 
position” contrary to EU rules. 
Two Labour Euro- MPs, Glyn 
Ford and Tony Cunningham, 
hope pressure from the Stras- 
bourg assembly will help ensure 
the Football League can regain 
• its Uefa Cup place. 

Ford said: “If the European 
Parliament votes in favour of my 
resolution the Commission will 
find it very difficult to cod tin - 
. ue to sit on its hands on this 


issue. They must rule that Uefa 
is acting against the spirit and 
letter of European law.” 

Uefa wants national leagues 
of 18 or fewer teams. “The de- 
cision to exclude Coca-Cola 
Cup winners from the Uefa Cup 
was taken to punish the Premier 
League for having a larger 
league," Ford added. “But it is 
clearly unfair to punish the 
Football League for something 
which is the responsibility of an- 
other organisation: the Football 
Association. I think it is against 
EUlaw.” 

Stefan Effenberg, Borussia 
Muncbengladbach's German 
international midfielder, has 
dismissed reports linking him 
with a £4m move to Tottenham. 

West Ham have terminated 
therr loan arrangement with 
the Portuguese striker Paulo 
Alves, who has returned to 
Sporting Lisbon. 


■ There has been a week of guess- 
• ing and counter-guessing since 
the West Indies selectors po- 
litely told Courtney \Vhlsh that 
his captaincy services were no 
longer required. 

Will the big Jamaican, so 
close to breaking the West In- 
dies' wicket-taking record, con- 
tinue his international career 
under the leadership of Brian 
Lara, or bow out four short of 
a century of Tests? 

After Jamaica's President's 
Cup draw with Barbados at 
Sabina Park. Walsh, publicly at 
least, was still in limbo. A return 
of 10 for 102 in the match on a 
re-laid pitch provided further 
evidence that Walsh is still vi- 
tal to the West Indies. 

“It's a hard decision. 1 didn't 
think too long about it during 
this game." said Walsh, keeping 
the selectors guessing before 
they pick the side far the first 
Test in Kingston on 20 January. 

“Hopefully by Wednesday or 
Thursday . Ill be in a position 


to decide what I want to do." 
WaJshsaid. He will tell the me- 
dia of his decision first before 
officially informing the West in- 
dies Board. “It seems that most 
people in the West Indies want 
me to play. Goals and records 
are nice achievements, but 
you've got to do something you 
can live with," he added. 

While Walsh contemplated 
his future, Lara was going about 
his business in a big way. He 
sent a warning to England with 
a double century in a North ver- 
sus South match in Trinidad. 

- David Field. Kingston 


The England Under-19 side 
scraped home by three wickets 
against the rank outsiders, 
Namibia, in the second round 
of matches in the Under-19 
World Cup in Randjesfonlein, 
South Africa, yesterday. 

Chasing a modest 162 to win, 
England were cruising on 122 
for 2 with the captain, Owais 
Shah, and the readied Robert 
Key looking comfortable 
against a weak attack. Howev- 
er. a combination of bad shots 
and superb catching bv the un- 
derdogs sent England reeling to 
154 for 7 before the Essex off- 


Wame leads Aussie war party 


Shane Wame will captain Aus- 
tralia for ihe first lime in today'** 
World Series match against 
New Zealand in Sydney. 

He takes over the limited- 
overs role from the injured 
Steve Waugh, and promised to 
adopt aggressive tactics since 


victory would pul -Australian on 
the verge of a meeting with 
Stiuih Africa in the final. 

“We’ll be attacking, for 
sure." he said. “Probably you 
w ill see some weird things but 
1 will take it like any other game 
and so out and do my best.” 


spinner Jonathan Powell on- 
drove Shaun Gericke for four 
to win the match. 

Victory over Bangladesh to- 
morrow for their third win in 
three games would take Eng- 
land into the Super League 
stage us the Group Two winners, 
where they would almost cer- 
tainly play South Africa in Cape 
Town in one of their three 
matches. 

Put in to bat, Namibia were 
struggling on 21 for 3 in the 
ninth over after two early strikes 
from Paul Franks, who finis hed 
with 3 for 19 from seven overs. 
But their captain, Duane 
VUjoen (33), and Bjorn Kolze 
(3S) put together a stand of 56 
for the fourth wicket assisted 
by some poor medium-pace : 
bowling from Giles Haywood as = 
Namibia amassed a respectable i 
total. In reply, Shah was Eng- ■ 
land's top scorer with 40 as they 
eventually struggled home. 

MTN UNDER-19 WORLD CUP Group .' 
Two {FLandJrcrfonloffl): NarrfbH 7B1 (or 9; : 
England W2 tor7 (R Scfmta 5-2BJ. EnQtand 
won by three tMtets. 


’ British rugby league will not 
j rerise its fixtures this year, even 
: to fit in with the Australians in 
; setting up an international 
: programme. 

The newly unified game 
: Down Under is currently work- 
; ing out its calendar for this year, 
but looks certain to finish its 
domestic fixtures a month 
; before Britain. 

That has led to suggestions 
; that Super League here should 
scrap its proposed three-week 
midsummer gap, which has 
j been earmarked for home 
; international matches. 

However, the League's act- 
! ing chief executive, Neil Tun- 
: nidiffe, said: “Dubs are selling 
; season tickets like hot cakes 
; and to change fixtures now 
: would be a breach of contract 
with our supporters. We are 
also committed to setting up a 
Five Nations competition, in 
which this is a first step." 

That may mean Australia 
and New Zealand having a 


four-week lay-off before Great 
Britain could- fly put for a 
triangular tournament in 
November. 

The London Broncos are to 
consider playing their Chal- 
lenge Cup fourth-round tie 
elsewhere in the South-east, in 
order both to spread the word 
and to avoid antagonising 
residents near The Stoop, who 
have complained about extra 
matches since the Broncos 
moved in with Harlequins. 

The club has also asked Sky 
not to schedule them for home 
matches on Friday nights 
because of local hostility. 

The Salford scrum-half, Ian 
Watson, has moved to neigh- 
bours Swinton after seeing the 
club, for which he made 27 ap- 
pearances last season, sign three 
other players who can play in 
the position during the winter. 

He joins lan Blease, anoth- 
er Salford player to make the 
same move this week. 

- Dave Hadftdd 


SPORTING DIGEST 
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SKiJNG 

Fourth in a 
row for Maier 

Hermann Maier surprised only 
himself yesterday when the 
Austrian won a giant slalom for 
his seventh World Cup success 
of the season. 

The win in Adelboden. Swit- 
zerland. was the fourth con- 
- secutive triumph for the 
Austrian, who is racing in a class 
of his own - all four wins com- 
ing by’ more than second. 

Looking more and more 
likely to become the first Aus- 
trian man since Karl Schranz in 
1970 to claim the overall World 
Cup title, Maier left his team- 
mates and Swiss rivals way be- 
hind. The former bricklayer 
clocked a total time of two rain- 
uies 20.08 seconds, well ahead 
of the injured giant slalom world 
champion, Michael Von Grunt- ■ 
genofSwiizeiiand,who wassec- j 
ond in 2:21.32. 

Paul Accola, the Swiss vet- ; 
cran. was only third, one hun- 
dredth of a second back. 

“1 surprised myself today,” ' 
Maier said. “I can't believe I 
skied so well because I have not • 
trained any giant slalom since ; 

Saalbacfa. But you accumulate j 

confidence when you win and • 
you just ski and take all the j 
risks.” 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


As simple as AFC for CBS 


CBS, which four years ago lost 
i its long-standing National Foot- 
: ball League contract to its rival 
network Fox, is getting back in 
the football business. According 
to a CBS radio report, CBS Tele- 
vision will pay $4bn (£2.4bn) 
over the next eight years for the 
rights to broadcast the Ameri- 
can Rwtball Conference games, 
wresting the package away an- 
other rival network, NBC. 

NBC has been broadcasting 
professional football since 1965. 
when it was the network of the 
American Football League, and 


TENNIS 

Borg ’received 

A television documentary 
claims ihat the former Wim- 
bledon champion Bjorn Borg 
received about £327,000 tax 
free from the Swedish govern- 
ment to act as a tourism am- 
bassador in the late 1980s. 

The claim was disputed by 
the former Prime Minister, ln- 
gvar CartssoiL "If this was so, 
it was something between the 
tourist board and Borg, not the 
government,” he said. 

The documentary, broad- 
cast on Swedish national tele- 


held the AFC package since the 
merger with the NFL in 1970. 

Negotiations for the Monday 
Night Football package cur- 
rently held by ABC, as well as 
cable rights were ongoing. It was 
four years ago th3t Fox outbid 
NBC for the NFC package, 
leaving the league s original 
network partner out in the cold. 

Unless NBC can land Mon- 
day Night Football the recovery 
by CBS wfll leave NBC without 
live professional football on 
their screens for the first time in 
more than three decades. 


tax-free sum’ 

vision on Monday, said the 
money was paid into Borg s ac- 
counts in the tax haven of Jer- 
sey. 

The broadcast was the last of 
a three-part documentary ex- 
amining Borg's career. Includ- 
ing his troubled financial affairs. 

Last week, the first segment 
of the documentary reported 
Bore had received about 
£135,000 to plav on Sweden's 
Davis Cup teams, even though 
players were expected to par- 
ticipate without payment. 


BOXING 

Holyfield still 
wants unity 

Evander Holyfield has blamed 
the US cable television network 
HBO for the collapse "t his pro- 
posed heavyweight unification 
fight with Lennox Lewis. 

Holyfield said HBO would 
guarantee only tofJ.WU pa>- 
per-view buys for the proposed 
fight, guaranteeing him about 
$15m (£9m) to £ 18m. He made 
S2Um when he faced the les** 
formidable Michael Moo re r. 

“1 was looking forward to 
[the fight]-" Holyfield was re- 
ported as saying. “But it wasn't 
so much the fault of the pro- 
moters or the manager as it was 
the network. If a network say*, 
thev're No 1 in boxing, they 
need in prove it. They need to 
share the risk, loo." 

Holyfield is the World Lim- 
ing Association and Interna- 
tional Boxing Fedora I ion 
champion. Lewis holds ihc 
World Boxing Council title. 

Holyfield said he still be- 
lieves u unification fight with 
Lewis will occur, perhaps in 
1999, but a meeting with Mike 
Tvson could take precedence 
should, as anticipated, the 
disgraced former world champ- 
ion have his light licence 
restored. 


Athletics 

Max Jones. technical ofcBCtor for throws, 
has been apponted chef coach to the 
British mans and worn®* athletics 
learns. Jones vras chef coach to the Eng- 
land Commonwealth Games teams n 
«66 and and ttw British jLricrteern 
between 1991 and 1995 The previous 
chef coach, Malcolm Arnold, has taken 
up a new appointment at Bath Univer- 
sity 

The British athletes Ashia Hansen, the 
leignug world indoor s8ver medalist 
n the triple pump, and Tony Jarred, the 
IcrmBT European indoor silver medal 
winner, will compete <n the Bupa In- 
door Grand Prin in Burning ham next 
month to prepare for the European h- 
door Championships in Valencia. 

Basketball 

7he Budwe^ league announced yes- 
terday lha the Al-Star Game wB be held 
for the second consecutive season at 
Sheffield Arena, on 22 March. 

Derby Storm yesterday announced 
that the* American caretaker coach 
Jett Jones would stay h charge for the 
rest ollhe season, lolowing the dubb 
failure to tire the England coach, Las- 

jio Nemeth. 

NBA: New Jersey TO Tbnwo BO; Mmasrta 
103 G'jUeri Slate £7. Mhrauhee HO LA C!?v 
pers 95; Utah 106 Ctevetand 99; Sacramento 
96 RioerixW 

Cricket 

MTN UNDER. 19 WORLD CUP (South Africa) 
Preliminary round: Group A (Sowtfb): 
South Africa 283 tor 8: Kenya KW tar ft Soutn 
Ainca won by 79 runt; (Lenaaaj. Scotland 
raaiylor 3 India won by sown urick- 
bis. Group B (Pretoria) itewZwtandZTBK* 
e twngtanesJl its New reateno won bv 99 
lias. Group C (BofcsUwg): Rakiaan 346 tor 
7 Derma* 7t lor 7 Pakistan won by 277 
runs: (Benonfl: Ireland 169 tor 9; Sn Lartka 
I6C lit £ S ft Lanka won by two rackets. 
Group D iPoretwfstioom)' Australia 299 tor 
? iVew aides 228 tor 7 AustreBn won by 71 
runs: (Klerksdorpt: ZirrGebra? 290 tor 0. 
Papin New C«*iea M3 Zimbabwe won by 
147 runs 

Football 

The former Dutch international Frank 
Rrjkaard has been named an assis- 
tant lo the Dutch national coach, 
Guus t-tojnk. the national foofbal fed- 
eration announced yesterday. Rjpiaard. 

35 retied lotowng ihe Wald Cup 
tinais 


AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Hnt 
DMuorc Crystal Raraw 0 Charted 1; M*wal 
1 Non**Ji 3: Oxtad Uld 2 Luton i 
AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD Northern 
Section second round: Postponed: Barley 
v Notts County; Wigan v Rotherham 
BELLS SCOTTISH LEAGUE Hnt DhiWon: 
Postponed: Hairdlonv Ayr. 

LEAGUE OF WALES Gflbert Cup quarttr-fl- 
imIb first leg: Postponed: Bangor CSrty uCcrv 

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE Spalding 
Cup quarter-final replay: postp o ned: More- 
camw v Gateshead. 

FA UU8RO TROPHY Rret round: Post- 
poned; Aftmcham v Runcorn. First-round re- 
plays: Postponed: Leek v Grealey: Leigh v 
Grantham. 

HYMAN LEAGUE First Dtvtahxi: Postponed: 
Abngdtn town v Bognor Regis 
UN BOND LEAGUE Unfla Fkat DMrion Cup 
second round: Postponed: Trattard v Grrtna. 
THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP TWrd round: 
Postponed: Liverpool v Queens Pen. Rangera 
ipteytng Smmday). 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE: Re- 
arranged fixtures: Tim 20 Jan: Ewtsr Cay v 
Barnet; Notts Cwnty v FM C*ty (from a Jan}. 
MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: BetT* ScoOWl 
League Premier DhrMmc Si Jcftiamw 2 Hearts 
3 ton wan te S co ttish Cup second round: Cfyda- 
bark a Montrose 0 lOydlBbank any » Hearts}. 

Saanf-nand replays: Efttupi CUy 0 Eas> Ssr- 

me 0 (after ecra raw, Ed-nbutgn Qdv non 4-9 on 
penaNas end are Mm n DurfermSreJ; Quean 
cd the South * Artroam 0 lOueeri of As South a 
home » Swsno akwii. Haro Lager Cup Bret* 
round replay. SI FatrichS AINbUc 3 WBtertord ft 
Pcm® Lea^B Cup Group Four. CtesariWd 1 
Stoke a Group Flue: Newcastle 0 Ytrv i Avan 
Insurance Combhrafen f=farsS DMstafc Ghelna 
3 Sadhampton A The Timas Rl Youth Cu> third 
round: VWttonl 2 FiAwnO Spanish League: «► 
lenoa 0 Ualorca 0 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Boston i New Jersey 1 foQ, Ptnsbumh -i 
Cantu 1: NY B a nders 1 Demit i fed; NY 
Rangers 3 tororuo 2; Montreal 6 tones Bay 3: 
Cnc^3fenaajver2; Colorado 3 Florida 1:E0- 
rmdon 2 St LoUs 1; LOS Angelas 3 AnahAn 2 
(or); Dallas 3 San Jose l 

Ice skating 

EUROPEAN FIGURE SKATING CHAMPION- 

SHIPS [Ml hat): Dance: Compuisorita (tUck 

Sop end fiuigoj: 1 P Qrbchur a E Pfaftw [Rut) 
Q4pt 2 A Kribw A O Dvsfanrifcov (Rust 0& 3 
M Anssne S G Peteerai fFrj is. Joint IMk C 
ClamenB & G Shorttand (GBJ 7£ 

Real tennis 

BRITISH PROFESSIONAL DOUBLES CHAMP- 
IONSHIP (Quaen's Chib): SamHtnah: C BfflV 
and M Gating bt A Lyons end X Sietdon 6-2 
M frfl. J Me and R Gran El A Phlps & N Wbcd 
KHW 

Rugby Union 

Chris Gtobs, beieved to be the oldest 
surviving England rugby internation- 
al, has tied at the age of 05, He won 


seven raps on the wing between 192S 
and 1927, including an appearance 
against the All Blacks h 1925 when 
New Zealand's Cyril Brownie be- 
came the first player to be sent off hi 
a Test He also played amateur soc- 
cer for Bromley. 

The France prop Franck Totxnaine wll 
be available for the opening Five Na- 
tions match against England after es- 
caplng^whh a three-matah ban 

for Toufousa ^^^torrtfenl^nSe 
days ago 

Skiing 

WORLD CUP GIANT SLALOM (Adetbodon 
Swfitl H Manr (Aufi 2rr*i PO OSsbc: M :T17a 
i OflSG; 2 M w Grfxigwi ISwto 2213?{i :t2fi7, 

IXJ7B5J; 5 U Kdfin (Swtl 22E2S (1:3m 
B J Chenal (Ft) 222A7 fi:Q6a 

gffiS£r,ss£;ls 

1 "S'? SSK* 2 Von Ghimgan 420: 3 C Ifey- 
Onreft (After IB reeea): 1 
TTSpjs: 2 & Exjrfrarte (Aut) 646; 3 Scrttfnr- 

KVTEH LAND NATIONAL SLALOM CHAMP- 
KNKMP: Man: 1 ABaxwr (IWBrnors)4Q7Gsac, 
ia&2 R 2 J Ormond (Grand Borrend) 
4153, KAO, 12704 3 APtoreW IFttdrh} 4£Mi 
45« 1 STASl 4 J MoUtteanra jLradbn) 41 J* 
45Sa 1 276a 5 R Kuurfa (VUD 42BS, 4466. 
127B1 Women: 1 E Cantek-Anderson (£Xn- 
btanel 38058B& 3B79sac total Tmto «84: 2 S 
Orond (Grand Bomand) SSBl 3SL5Q !:»«. 

3 T Pkte (Aberdeen) «aoa 39SQ. 1:196a « L 
VUs&naiton(Eiint9unh)4aa&42Sa VS.77,6 
T AitttooM (WaM) ?7Aa 463R 135.79 

Swimming 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHB’S (Perth, WA): 
Hat 400m Intsiiwuei roedfey; 1 T Dctn {L® 
4rnto HflSeee; 2 M Wbuda (Nath) 41553: 3 C 
Myden (Can) «S454x200m relay: HMltw 

1 Ui6:d Staat. 72046; 2 Ditan 73jiS~ 3 Rls- 
3b 72732. Final: 1 Ausnala (M KBm. G Hack- 
«L I Thcrpe D Kowtota) 7:1248; 2 tothortvrte 
(P Van Den Hooeoenband, M Vbn Dor Sdan 
M Zuidwea M wSudaJ 7:«77; 3 Britain (P 
PaSner, G Meadows. A Clayton J Setter) 
7:1733. DM no: thraa matra aprinaboard fi- 
nal: 1 D South (Rust 31670; Horn Yfa (Cn) 
6940C: 3 V Uswiley (Rua) 65im Wafer 
Pokx SamHInma: South AMea ^ kan 3; Italy 
S, Russia 6; Canada 7. New Zealand 5; Span 
15 SkwafcB B; Hunoery 17. KaiaUwan S. tu- 
EP5lavia& Croatia 6 

WOMEN: 200m freostylK Horn Four 1 S 
0>*s* (Auaj £0078: 2 n Chemazova (Ha) 
2:0150: 3 K Priamg (GB) 2^3201: 6 C Ftod- 
dan (GB) 20355 Finae i C Wl [C R«J 15690 

2 M Uoraona (StouakJ 15961 ; 3 J Greufie (AusJ 
15992. lOOmbtcaatatrokP: Haat Three: 1 K 


I ™* 21 2 * Feczah fPrfl l :nO0. 
? ^ W ,rR *: 1 L Hhtmren (GB) 

l ; « 8 l HrWFopnl PHaynD(SA)l:Oaa 0.2 
AKDWia(HLjW| 1 :0a69.- 3 H Denman I Aus) 
7-tejmelGTg(GBl l: i Cfi3. Final: 1 KKowa IU^ 
^M42.-2 Ownw idIBGi; 3 L Van Ooalen 
(Can) 1 :086a Synchronised swimming: Solo 

Tennis 

SYDNEY INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT 
Man's singles first round: T Henman (Q3) Ot 
M WMdtorde (Aus) 6-23-66-1; P Rater (Aus) 

57. lAtiBja-t&a a porm <spj 

g M Nbr^ (fi^) 8-3 6^ K Kuchera 
btSScriaSian (Noriij 6-26-2; N IGafar (Ger) bl 

5 Brumjera (3pl 7-S 6-1. A Cose (^va) bl H 
Arazi (Mar) 6-3 6-4; M tofabutt (Aus) UM Ros- 
sa (Swffl 4-6 6-4 7-5 T Martin IUSM1 bl C PL 
Cine (Fri 6-4 5-7 6-3. J Stcltenberg (Ausl « J 
Alonso (Sp) M fl-2: A Berasateoi (&ja) bl F 

&rtoro (Firo W 6-7 B-l L Heran (A»a) M J 

aoriurem (Bwa) S3 fi-7 &4 Woman's ritmles 
tow round: V WMams (US) bi M Hnos i&iln 
3f 64 7-5; S Wfcms (US) M M Ludc (Croa) 
3-6 6-4 7-5: A Sanchez Vrarto (Sp) bt K Hab- 
sudow IStovakl 7-5 fr4; Al SughflEm (Japan) 
b: F Lubbrl fit) 8-1 7-6; J Lee (Tfl) bt B Scnuttz- 
McCerfliy INetfn 60 1-1 (ran Second round: 
M Ualewa (BU) bl C Rubh (US) 63 1-6 6-4; 
B PaJuS (Aut) M I Spates (Ftam) B-2 1-663 
ANZ TASMANIAN WOMEN’S INTERNA- 
pONAL (Hobart, AUS): Saeond round; 

SkIM (Fri br M Maruska (Aui) 6-7 6-2 6-2: M 
Orzybowska iPoO bl N Sawamatsu ( Japan) *■ 

6 7-6 7-5: J Kroger (SA) br V RuwioSwual 
(Sp) 6-4 63 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

20,000 

The number of games 
played by basketball's 
Harlem Globetrotters. The 
landmark, after 72 years, 
came In an Indiana high 
school on Monday, when 
they beat ther usual op- 
ponents, New York Na- 
tionals Their rerarti stands 
at 19668 whs. 332 defeats. 


t 
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Suspended Yates protests innocence over bite 


Besieged Bath officials 
yesterday suspended 
Kevin Yates, their 
England prop forward, 
pending further 
investigations into the 
biting incident that left 
Simon Fenn, the London 
Scottish flanker, with a 
serious ear wound. 

Chris Hewett reports on 
the latest developments 
in a saga that has 
shamed rugby. 


Kevin Yates insists be is inno- 
cent of sinking bis teeth into the 
left earlobe of Simon Fenn 
during last Saturday’s Tetley’s 


Bitter Cup tie at the Recreation 
Ground and intends to prove iL 
His two front- row colleagues, 
Federico Mendez and Victor 
Ubogu, are equally insistent 
that their reputations have been 
needlessly dragged through the 
mire and that legal action is an 
option. This sorry tale has a 
long, long way to run. 

Yates, a 26-year-old loose- 
head prop with the brightest of 
futures in Clive Woodward’s 
England international sei-np, is 
in serious danger of seeing that 
future disappear into the ether. 
Bath’s decision to suspend him 
pending further inquiries into a 
grotesque assault did not, in so 
many words, convict him of at- 
tacking Fezm. However, the ac- 
cusatory finger is now pointing 
in one direction, and one only. 


Sensibly, Yates withdrew 
from today’s England session at 
Bisham Abbey. He remains pan 
of Woodward's squad - the na- 
tional coach offered the player 
his full support last night - but 
will now concentrate on co-op- 
erating with Bath's investiga- 
tion, led by Tbny Swift, the chief 
executive, Andy Robinson, the 
head coach, and Tom Sheppard, 
the company director whose le- 
gal background makes his an in- 
fluential voice in the matter. 

After spending bis early 
years in Canada - aptly enough 
under the circumstances, he 
was bora in Medicine Hat - 
Yates moved to England with 
his family and learned his rug- 
by at school in Caine, a Wiltshire 
town dose to Bath. A physically 
powerful and generally good- 


FOOTBALL 


Fenwick pays the 
price at Portsmouth 


The upheavals at Portsmouth 
showed no signs of stopping yes- 
terday as the manager, Terry 
Fenwick, followed Teny Ven- 
ables out of the door. Keith Vhi- 
don, Fenwick's assistant, will 
take charge of the team for 
tonight’s FA Cup third-round 
replay at Aston Villa. 

Fenwick, the former Eng- 
land defender, was relieved of 
his duties 24 hours after Ven- 
ables, bis mentor and chairman, 
agreed to leave the club, who 
are rooted to the foot of the 
First Division table. 

The 38-year-old, appointed 
almost three years ago as a re- 
placement for Jim Smith, guid- 
ed Portsmouth to within three 
points of the play-offs last sea- 
son and the FA Cup quarter-fi- 
nals. But this season has seen 
a sharp decline, and the final 
straw was a 3-0 home defeat to 
Manchester Gty last Saturday. 

Bradford yesterday wrote to 


tite Prime Minister and all 92 
League clubs calling for David 
MeDor to be removed as bead 
of the Government's Football 
Thsk Force. Mellor and the 
Bradford chairman, Geoffrey 
Richmond, have been involved 
in a row over suggestions made 
on Mellor's BBC radio talk 
show that race could have 
played a factor in the dismissal 
of the dub’s manager, Chris Ka- 
mara. And although the BBC 
yesterday released a statement 
attempting to defuse the situa- 
tion, Richmond said: ”1 do not 
believe David Mellor is a fit and 
proper person to be head of the 
Football Thsk Force.” 

Middlesbrough's unsettled 
Brazilian midfielder Emerson 
has finally left the club. He 
signed yesterday for Tenerife on 
a four-year deaL 

The Leeds manager, George 
Graham, has vowed not to buy 
any more players without an EU 


Friedel may leave Anfield 


Brad Friedel is ready to leave 
Liverpool without playing a 
game. The United States goal- 
keeper met the club's manager, 
Roy Evans, yesterday to discuss 
his future. 

Friedel has yet to appear for 
Liverpool since his £13m move 
from the Major League Soccer 
club Columbus Crew as David 
James has kept a firm grip on 
the goalkeeper’s jersey. 

The United States want 
Friedel for the Gold Cup next 


month and he has to go or risk 
his status as first choice. How- 
ever. if Friedel plays it will 
mean he has no chance of ac- 
cumulating enough appearances 
for Liverpool this season to 
have his work permit renewed. 

The only solution for Friedel 
is to leave Liverpool soon, sign 
for either Rangers or Sunder- 
land -both of whom have been 
linked with him - and apply for 
a new work permit 

- Alan Nixon 
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Tuesday’s Solution 


UUUL3 HUUUUUHU 
uiiimuuBiam 
umauuEtJuuuuauidu 
UUlilUUllliJIj 
□BffillldHlilHU UULiUJ 



ACROSS 

One goes on the bottle 
as salary reaches ceiling 

Disconcerted in ceremo- 
nial seat, say (6) 
Archduke, we hear, in 


revolutionary riot (4) 
V^ear in Eresl 


10 Processed 
cheese (10) 

11 Flying linnets met in 
muster (10) 

12 Good string wax (4) 

13 Mate commonly in a 
church setting? (5) 

14 For example, London's 
main plot (54) 

16 Farm butter glob Italy 
produces (54) 

19 At right-angles to length 


21 Superficially read sec- 
ond novel tjy Kipling (4) 

23 Chow-chow? (3-7) 

25 Operatic spectacles set 
by Handel, you say? (10) 

26 Previously-owned 
house-do^ inside (4) 

27 Group offive shut u] 
these days (6) 

28 Departures fro 
aries (8) 


up 
msanctu- 


7 Feeling sorry for game 
in end of hunting (5) 

8 French dialect name giv- 
en to everybody in court 

15 So cubes crumbled in 
Stew at sea (3-6) 

17 One rook smoke-dam- 
aged? How annoying! 

V) 

18 Creator’s final blessing 


DOWN 

2 Blimey! Thin turn-out in 
Greek port (7) 

3 Too menial sadly to be 
passionate (9) 

4 One in diplomacy is tak- 


20 ^iat may come out of 


it may i 
meal-tin? (7) 


of aircraft, making I in- 
ning (5) 


4 Une in diplomacy is 1 
en for granted (5) 

5 Noel’s stage fun? (7, $ 


coin by mo rning (: 


(7,8) 

6 Barman rarely beats bet- 
ter half (7) 


22 Widow’s contribution 
said to have clout? (5) 
24 Ant, for example, not 
caught in place within 

(5) 
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humoured character, he broke 
into the England A squad for 
the 1995 tour of Australia and 
Fiji before earning two full 
caps in Argentina last sum- 
mer. Last week, he made 
Woodward’s squad ahead of 
several better known props. 

Swift declined to discuss the 
possible punishments awaiting 
Yates should guilt be proved - 
he emphasised that the player 
was maintaining his innocence 
-but a two-year ban. enough to 
effectively cripple a vibrant 
young career, was being seen in 
many Rugby Football Union 
quarters as inevitable on con- 
viction. The damage to Fenn’s 
ear was far greater than that in- 
flicted by Johan le Roux, the 
Springbok prop, on Sean Fitz- 
patrick in 1996. Indeed, it 


looked considerably worse than 
the injury suffered by heavy- 
weight champion Evander 
Holyfield at the hands - or, 
rather, teeth - of Mike Tyson. 

Bath remained adamant last 
night that they knew of no con- 
clusive evidence against Yates 
and Swift insisted that the video 
evidence he bad viewed showed 
nothing to incriminate the play- 
er. The chief executive was far 
more forthcoming about Lon- 
don Scottish's decision to rite 
all three front-rowers for foul 
play, rather than a single figure. 

“We are extremely annoyed 
that London Scottish did that 
when only one player could have 
been responsible,” he said. “The 
damage dooe to the reputation 
of innocent players is greaL The 
dub reserves the right to support 


these players in any legal action 
they may wish to take.” 

Mendez, the Argentinian 
World Cup hooker, broke the 
wall of silence that had been 
quickly constructed by the Bath 
players in the aftermath of Sat- 
urday’s match by protestmg his 
innocence yesterday. It was un- 
derstood that Ubogu, an expe- 
rienced England tight-head 
whose lack of proximity to the 
Fenn incident made him the 
least likely of suspects, had con- 
sulted his own legal advisors. 

“For them to have had their 
reputations tarnished in this 
fashion is totally unacceptable 
and we’re angry, very angry, 
about it,” Swift said. “If they 
want to take the issue further, 
it is a matter for them. What 1 
will say is that this rugby club 


will assist and support them if 
they deride to take action, just 
as we would assist and support 
Kevin should the evidence 
prove inconclusive. . 

“We’ve looked at one total- 
ly inconclusive video sent by 
London Scottish - we are stfli. 
waiting for further, evidence 
they promised us yesterday » 
and We'Ve interviewed our play- 
ers. We’ve spoken to Kevin on 
three separate occasions and 
each tim e he stated his inno- 
cence. However, we’ve taken 
the view that it is right to sus- 
pend hi m at this stage. 

“He’s extremely upset, obvi- 
ously. Over the years be has been 

a fabulous servant of this dub 
and he has a good disciplinary 
record. When will our investi- 
gation be concluded? It de- 


Yates: Under investig at ion 


pends , when we get the evi- 
dence people areprommng us.” 
• Worcester suspended :the 
flanker Quis Scott, from last 
night’s Tetley's Bitter Cup tie 
against Bristol following allega- 
tions that, he broke the jaw -of 
Nottingham's Nick Carroll in a 
league game on Saturday. Otky 
have suspended the Western 
Samoan flanker La&ele Filipp 
for a mouth after an alleged 

punching incident- . 



passport after another argument 
with the South African Football 
Association. Lucas Radebe 
mi ght not be available for Leeds 
after this weekend until the start 
of March because of his com- 
mitments to South Africa. 

“It’s getting out of hand. It’s 
got to the stage where I have de- 
rided not to sign another South 
African or, for that matter, 
anyone else without an EC 
passport,” Graham said. 

Police have urged fans 
without tickets to stay away 
from Stevenage’s FA Cup 
fourth-round tie with New- 
castle. The Conference side 
were given the go-ahead to 
stage the tie on Sunday week 
despite the reservations of 
Newcastle and their manager, 
Kenny Dalglish, who were 
concerned about the safety of 
spectators. 

But Superintendent Frank 
Clarke, the divisional com- 
mander for Stevenage, said: 
“Sky TV will be showing live 
coverage of the match so 
there is no reason for anyone 
without a ticket to go to 
Broadhall W&y on that Sunday 
afternoon. They won’t see a 
ball being kicked.” 

The French midfielder 
Emmanuel Petit has been 
ruled out of Arsenal’s FA 
Cup replay away to the First 
Division side Pbrt Vale tonight 
after having stitches inserted 
in a wound above his right eye. 
Ian Wight and Martin Keown 
are doubtful and must un- 
dergo fitness tests. 
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The boys from Brazil: Ronaldo (left), and Roberto Carlos, voted first and second in Fife’s World Player of the Year award for 1997, pose with the 
Brazilian Sports Minister - and best of them all - Pele (centre) at the awards ceremony at Eurodisney Photograph: Patrick Kovarik/AFP 


FA advised to protect game’s 
integrity and reputation 


The Football Association 
yesterday welcomed a 
report which called upon 
the game to “put its own 
house in order” before 
regulation was imposed 
upon it. 

Qenn Moore, Football 
Correspondent, considers 
whether the FA have 
either the desire or the 
power to take heed. 


Sir John Smith may have made 
his name as a Metropolitan R> 
lice deputy commissioner rather 
than as a professional footballer 
but it has not taken him long to 
grasp the essential nature of the 
game. Football is in the dreams 
business and his FA-commis- 
sioned report, “Football, its val- 
ues. finances and reputation”, is 
as asp national as a 1 0-year-old's 
vision of playing for England 
While the report contains a 
number of sensible and overdue 
suggestions, it also has some 
which, though perhaps desiraWe, 
are either beyond the will or the 
desire of the FA to adopt 
Chief among these is the sug- 
gestion. prompted by people 
within the game, that “no per- 
son should own more than 10 
per cent of the stock in any foot- 
ball dub - thereby defeating the 
possibility of a single person 
treating a club as his, or her, per- 
sonal fiefdom.” 

On the face of it, this is an ad- 
mirable idea. Bournemouth, 
owned by a community trust, are 
the ideal but they are a rarity 
among the pics and private dubs. 


Supporters of Brighton, Don- 
caster and any other dub whose 
followers have been a! odds with 
their board or chairman would 
agree with the proposal. But 
where would Newcastle be with- 
out Sir John Hall and Blackburn 
wiLhout Jack Walker? These 
questions are largely academic as 
the idea is a non-starter, difficult 
to enforce legally. 

Almost as unlikely is the rec- 
ommendation that the FA re- 
forms its decision-making 
process. There are those within 
the organisation who have been 
arguing this point for years - 
Graham Kelly, the chief execu- 
tive, admits the current structure 
“is nor designed for speed" in this 
month’s Match of the Day mag- 
azine. However, they have been 
unable to pemuade the 90-odd 
backwoodsmen of the ponder- 
ous FA Council to vote them- 
selves out of posts that guarantee 
them regular junkets and Sir 
John's advice is unlikely to make 
the difference. 

Enough negativity. There are 
some practical and achievable 
recommendations. These go 
from the superficial, a code of 
conduct applying to “all aspects 
of the game under the FAs ju- 
risdiction” to the hard-hitting - 
a call for an FA “compliance and 
monitoring unit” to "oversee the 
game's integrity and reputa- 
tion” by monitoring finances, 
dealing with complaints and in- 
vestigating irregularities. This 
unit would include outsiders 
with legal accountancy and in- 
vestigative skills. 

This is long overdue, all the 
recent cases of alleged and ac- 
tual wrong-doing, from the 


George Graham bungs, the 
Tottenham illegal payments and 
Swindon betting incident have 
been exposed by the media. 
Such a unit would need teeth in- 
cluding the right to enter any 
club to scrutinise the books 
and call witnesses under oath. 

lb do this the recommenda- 
tion that “agent's licences may 
only be granted to those who 
agree to be contractually bound 
by FA rules”migbt be extended 
to anyone working within the in- 
dustry - if legislation permits. 

Other suggestions, rather 
than recommendations, are that 
directors should oversee the fi- 
nancial aspects of transfers (as 
is increasingly common) and 
that directors therefore should 
be vetted to ensure “they were 
a fit and proper person” to be 
involved in a football dub. 

Sir John said: “Recent in- 
quiries by the Premier League 
[into the Graham case ] and my 
own report into betting [after the 
Grobbelaar trial] have created 
unease about the effectiveness 
of the structures am! rules which 
football has in place to deal with 
financial misconduct 

“Any company or business 
which hopes to remain success- 
ful has to tackle areas of concern 
about its integrity. Football must 
pul its own house in order, if for 
no other reason than to obviate 
the prospect of public authori- 
ties stepping in to regulate foot- 
ball from the outside.” 

The FA welcomed the report 
and will review ways of imple- 
menting it They are still con- 
adering whether to press charges 
on individuals following the Pre- 
mier League’s bung inquiry. 


AHjoct 6 Utetar pic Office 49 Put Unc, London WTY 4EQ. Company Nor 326377X 

Rcgblmd ki England. Authorbad u a bank puwM to die Banttig Act 1987. M em ber al the 
Bntfeh Batten AuocMtan. The bomnee h underwritten ty Alina fc UtaMr Gmrai kmmtx-.- 
Campany Limited and Eagle Star l imn pc e Company Lknkad For Kcutyjmd mining puposea al-' 
tdaphone ata between you and AJfemce ft Lefcena w It* mWdtete nwy be recMad or monitored- 


•' •* 

‘ Ivj *-- 1 


1 ft;; . 

- icj.P-s 


Renewing in December or January? 

Save up to 




£50 
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Save on home insurance in minutes 

lust give us a call and you could save up to £50 a year with 
Alliance fit Leicester's buildings and contents Insurance. 

WteTI give you an instant quote, instant discounts, even 
instant cover. 


More cover 

for less money 

• New for old cover 

• 2-4-hour free legal and 
emergency helplines. 

• Extra cover for stolen 
keys, freezer failure 
even wedding presents. 

• Interest-free direct debit 



For on instant quote, call FREE on 

0500 50 40 80 
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